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DEAR WONDERFUL NEIGHBORS: AND “FRIENDS, THANK You For THE BEST ot. YEARS- 
EVER. WE ARE REGRETFULLY LEAVING OUR BIRTHPLACE AT CHURCH AND MARKET. AND 
WE ARE GOING TO MISS THIS MAGICAL.CORNER. Forrunarety, WE ARE MOVING TO 


A GREAT SPOT ON THE CORNER OF Vaencta~anp’197a-Srreer! 


THE MAGIC CONTINUES... 


PLEASE COME VISIT US FOR OUR JANUARY COTS GRAND OPENING 


@)Vi\dal-l an maxolelare(-\¢ 


James Peo 
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jewelry and incense have in common? The answer may surprise you. 
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ni Cin. 0) MOLE) ANN ID. 
HISTORY OF THE KINGDOM 
OF SAUDI ARABIA 


FINAL WEEKS | ENDS JAN 18 


ASIAN ART MUSEUM 
www.asianart.org 


#RoadsofArabia ...one of the year’s 
a xi -h | 
Roads of Arabia: Archaeology and History of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is im uU st = & ec = ms | rt ex 1. i e i ts 
organized by the Arthur M. Sackler Gallery, Smithsonian Institution in association bl 


with the Saudi Commission for Tourism and Antiquities of the Kingdom of Saudi 
rN g-\0)/- Fan =0<e)a)\V/(el6)] -Vale Mes-10 le] Wali lanere lr ln medi 1K-10] | hvmr- LoL. dave nu ta\elex-\e mr-tsml e) al aed] ey-1 
co-sponsors of the tour of Roads of Arabia in the United States. Sponsorship — SF Weekly 
siur-1 [sXe mn ©) x0)/Z(0 (10 Ml o) Yam n= @) F-\\7-1 0 © 180)0] orl 10 fl ma [V(0) mmm Oxo) a ole) e-1ile)a Pam N at- Wm mYo\-1] 4 1o4 
Company, Khalid Al Turki Group, and Saudi Basic Industries Corporation SABIC 


granted additional support. Presentation at the Asian Art Museum is made 
possible with the generous support of Chevron Corporation, Saudi Aramco, 


The Akiko Yamazaki and Jerry Yang Fund for Excellence in Exhibitions and a Asian Art Museum 200 Larkin Street 
Presentations, ExxonMobil, and ATEL Capital Group. Media sponsors: ABC/, sian Chong-Moon Lee Center San Francisco. CA 94102 
SF Media Co., KQED, San Francisco magazine. Pe eee Neon ire rea es ae 
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VATENCIAS CYCFERY, 


YEAR-END CLEARANCE SALE! 


We’ a me Aen on in stock & 
ready to ride than any shop in SF! 


Road Bikes 


Mountain Bikes 


TUNE UP SPECIAL 
20% OFF PARTS! 


SPECIALIZED 
TREK. 











VAEENCIANCY CLE 


& aa 
ELECTRA BICYCLE COMPANY CLRID 


valenciacyclery.com 
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BLOOD ON THEICE 


It may not make alot of 
difference who sits at the top of 
the board. 


By Joe Eskenazi 
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GUIDE 2015 


Finding meaning inthe 
waywardness of the Bay Area's 
Seasons. 
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LETTERS 


FOOD FIGHT 


Reader doesn't agree with food 
critic's picks: Sourdough pizza? That 
goes against everything holy on this 
Earth [“Our Food Critic’s Favorite 
Dishes and Drink of 2014,” Anna Roth, 
Eat, 12/23]. It might be tasty, but don’t 
call it pizza. Now if folks can stop calling 
buns with a hole a bagel! 

Andreas F. 


FOCUS ON THE CURE 


Wish the feature had gone deeper 
into treatments versus finding a 
cure: I just read Rachel Swan’s article in 
SF Weekly [“Viral Panic,” feature, 
12/17]. It was the title and deck on the 
cover that got my attention. 

I was so hoping to read someone 
reporting the actual truth, as it ex- 
ists today, regarding HIV and AIDS, 
and how the medical industry and 
sexually transmitted diagnoses have 
been and still exist to be an attempt 
to control behavioral sciences and ev- 
eryday practices of society as a whole. 
If even half of the money, attention, 
fundraising, and political influence 
was spent on curing HIV and AIDS as 
is spent on infection prevention, the 
viruses, if they even exist anymore, 
would have been eradicated years ago. 
What about those who are already 
“infected?” 

The truth is, since it’s not a death 
sentence anymore and really the only 
viral part of HIV is the stigma that 
follows testing positive, those who 
made the mistake of following suit 
and getting tested are faced witha 
status that is so debilitating on so 
many levels, that we have no reser- 
vations about our sexual behavior, 
at all, because there is nothing to 
protect anymore. I continue to hear 
about medical breakthoughs in pre- 
vention with PrEP, Truvada, viral load 
numbers being controlled with med- 
ications, yet no one is talking about 
curing anything. 

In my logical thinking, the harsh 
reality is that economic stimuli from 


“Sourdough pizza? 
That goes against | 
gd a holy 

on this Earth.” 


ANDREAS F. COMMENTING ON “OUR 
FOOD CRITIC’S FAVORITE DISHES 
AND DRINK OF 2014" 


the pharmaceutical and medical 
industries in treatment actually pre- 
vent cures [from being discovered]. 
As an HIV-positive gay man and 
someone who has researched the 
subject first-hand, I believe this to 
be the truth about HIV and AIDS. 
Also, this is how being HIV-positive 
has affected me and my sexual be- 
havior. 


NickG. 


BLOG COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK 


DJ super fan: I have been loyally fol- 
lowing DJ Benjamin Vallery since 
2003 [“DJ Benjamin Vallery on Two 
Decades of Playing Undergrounds and 
Embracing Young People in Dance 
Culture,” Christina Li, All Shook 
Down, 12/26]. Thank you, SF Weekly, 
for truly representing this man and 
showcasing how brilliant he is. Long 
overdue! 


K.H.Troy 


LETTERS POLICY 

We welcome letters to the editor via mail, email, 
or fax. Letters may be edited for length and 
clarity, and must include your name, address, 
and daytime phone number (for confirmation 
only). We prefer letters intended for publication 
to be 250 to 350 words in length. 


MAIL: Letters, SF Weekly 
835 Market Street, Suite 550 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
Fax: (77-1839 
Email: letters@sfweekly.com 


Photo of the week from SFWEEKLY SLIDESHOW: 
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Name Your Poison 


Ross Mirkarimi fights against tough odds and a well-named foe. 


By Joe Eskenazi 


City Hall denizens who spotted 
Sheriff Ross Mirkarimi speaking at a 
Kwanzaa event there last month 
summed up his attendance as the sort of 
thing a politician running for re-election 
is obliged to do. 

Well, they were half right. “I go 
to every Kwanzaa event,” Mirkarimi 
explains. But he is running for re-elec- 
tion: “I am an enthusiastic candidate.” 

Others are enthusiastic, too. “We 
get to use him for another year,” crows 
a moderate political strategist. “Having 
him around keeps the domestic vio- 
lence issue alive.” 

Three years ago, Mirkarimi pleaded 
guilty to a charge of false imprison- 
ment following a dispute in which he 
grabbed his wife by the arm, leaving a 
bruise. 

Mayor Ed Lee’s campaign to drive 
Mirkarimi from office has proven to 
be a political gift that keeps on giving. 
Votes to save Mirkarimi’s skin helped 
keep Supervisor Jane Kim out of the 
running for board president, crushed 
Supervisor David Campos’ bid for 
Assembly, and directed erstwhile Su- 
pervisor Christina Olague into private 
life. The latter two were targeted by 
vitriolic independent-expenditure 
campaigns, funded by Lee allies in 
the tech community, that lashed the 
doomed candidates to Mirkarimi. 

And so, Mirkarimi’s own campaign 
figures to be an exceedingly nasty affair 
fought on unforgiving terrain against 
well-armed and deeply entrenched forc- 
es; think of it as the Pickett’s Charge of 
San Francisco politics. 

Don’t be surprised to see slate 
mailers out in the avenues connecting 





Lee to Mirkarimi’s opponent, longtime 
Sheriff’s Deputy Vicki Hennessy. 

And, in facing off against Hen- 
nessy, Mirkarimi is dealing with one 
additional obstacle. His opponent 
is blessed with a name that carries 
some weight in San Francisco political 
circles. 

Or at least a name that sounds like 
such a name. 


Character assassins, 
start your engines... 


Prior to Mirkarimi assuming the 
post in 2012, Michael Hennessey 
served as sheriff for an unprecedented 
32 years. Voters, to put it mildly, are 
rather used to seeing the name “Hen- 
nessey’ on the ballot under “sheriff.” 

“That’s points,” says a longtime 
San Francisco political strategist with 
regards to Vicki Hennessy’s moniker. 
“That’s points for sure. This is a low-in- 


formation environment and some 
voters will certainly go for her.” Others 
may assume she’s the wife or daughter 
of the beloved Michael Hennessey (she’s 
neither and spells her name differently). 
Even Mirkarimi concedes that his oppo- 
nent’s name “certainly doesn’t hurt.” 

The actual Michael Hennessey, per 
Mirkarimi, “has already endorsed my 
re-election.” 





Godofredo Vasquez 


Out of Order 


BART admits its 
escalators are crappy 
= 10 Ule pore ielll Keyjre gelor 


Leave it to BART to burst 
our dung-filled balloon. Tales 
of station escalators giving 
way due to the sheer volume of 
macerated human waste 
amassed within are just that 
— tales. 

“It’s an urban myth,” 
claims BART spokesman Jim 
Allison. Workers removing 
urine and feces from those 
escalators would beg to differ, 
but Allison says the main 
reasons for station escalators’ 
incessant breakdowns are 
“wear and tear and weather 
exposure. 

Also: They’re crappy. A 
handful of escalators in- 
stalled in the 1990s by the 
ONK company have proven 
to be particularly unreliable. 

So it was with much fan- 
fare that BART last month 
announced $12 million in 
state funds to replace three 
of those problematic escala- 
tors and encase them in pro- 
tective canopies. Left unsaid 
is that $12 million is a spec- 
tacular sum to apply to just 
three escalators (there are 
169 in the system). Granted, 
an undetermined amount of 
that total will also go toward 
“station modernization.” 

And $12 million is just the 
amount the state has deigned 
to give: The project could cost 
more. 

“It’s a worthwhile proj- 
ect, says San Francisco 
BART commissioner Tom 
Radulovich. “Is that the right 
amount of money for the 
project? I just don’t know.” 





BillMe 


When city supervisors craft 
laws, the clock is ticking. 


enough lawyers, guns, and money, 
any situation. In San Francisco, we 
we can pretty much do without the 
guns. 

Our city government, however, 


has to be reminded that lawyers 


sor is given an allowance limiting 








As Warren Zevon noted, with 
one can extricate himself from nearly 


have enough lawyers and money that 


cost money. As such, each supervi- 


the number of city attorney staff- 
ers’ billable hours he or she can use 
per fiscal year. That number fluctu- 
ates based upon the yearly budget 
of the City Attorney’s Office. If the 
Board of Supervisors sees fit to cut 
the City Attorney’s budget by, say, 
10 percent, they'll immediately feel 
the pinch via a 10 percent reduc- 
tion in their allotted billable hours. 

And that’s no accident. 

The supes are currently appor- 
tioned 323 hours of City Attorney 
time per year. Doing the math, that 
comes to about two weeks of day- 
and-night legal toiling per supervi- 
sor, and around 150 24-hour days 


for the full board. 

When asked if the supes exhaust 
their hours, City Attorney Dennis 
Herrera succinctly replies “some do, 
some don’t.” 

Supes’ efforts to conserve hours 
resemble salary-cap maneuvers 
pulled by shrewd NFL general man- 
agers. Supervisors who collaborate 
on material can put the legal tab 
on the ledger of the legislator with 
the most hours to spare. Legislative 
partners may actually be sought 
out for just such a reason. 

Supervisors approaching their 
ceiling are given reminders by City 
Attorney staffers. And those who 


run out of time likely need to meet 
with Herrera to prioritize what 
they want to do and what they need 
to do. 

“We were over our cap last year 
and did have that conversation,” 
notes Supervisor John Avalos. “We 
were asked to slow things down. 
[So] we have tried to be a little 
more strategic in how we ask that 
office.” 

City activists hoping to spur 
legislation report being rebuffed 
by supes wary of squandering their 
few remaining hours on drafting 
complex legislation. But few ob- 
servers saw this as a major factor in 


lawmakers’ reduced outputs from 
years past. Supervisor David Cam- 
pos admits he often blows through 
his hours “pretty quickly.” But he 
collaborates with colleagues who 
don’t, or negotiates with Herrera 
for more. 

And, in the end, Herrera’s office 
is bound by the City Charter to do 
this work — just as the supers are 
charter-bound to appropriate the 
funds to pay for it and the mayor 
is charter-bound to balance the 
budget. 

“And that’s why this isn’t an 
issue I worry about very much,” ad- 
mits Campos. JE 
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CAREERS & EDUCATION 


Record Keeper 


By Pete Kane 


When Manchester University in 
Indiana stumbled on a tape in 2011 
that may have contained the last 
speech Martin Luther King Jr. ever 
gave on a college campus, it had no way 
of playing it. So the school sent it to the 
Bay Area Video Coalition, a media 
nonprofit housed in a former 
mayonnaise factory on Mariposa Street 
in San Francisco. 

“After a lot of research, we found 
out that that kind of videotape was 
only made for one year and was only 
playable on one kind of playback 
deck,” says Ingrid Hu Dahl, director 
of BAVC’s youth mentoring Next Gen 
program. “When we were finally able 
to play it back, you could hear his 
voice but you could only see lines. 
Eventually we were able to remaster 
it so you could see him and hear him, 
and we were able to preserve it, so we 
sent it back to the university,’ which 
was able to show the work. Even the 
civil rights hero’s estate, known to 
be strict with such matters, allowed 
BAVC 10 seconds of the restored 
footage to use for promotional 
purposes. 

Such preservationist acumen is 
but one aspect of this surprisingly 
integrated media nonprofit, which, 
if people know it at all, is generally 
regarded as a place for low-income 


SFWEEKLY.COM 





people to get job training. That’s 
accurate, but BAVC does more, from 
helping young musicians record 
albums to broadcasting public-access 
radio shows to keeping seasoned 
media professionals up-to-date on 
new technologies. They do so much 
that, midway through a 45-minute 
tour, I expressed chagrin that I hadn’t 
known about all their resources and 
technical know-how before. 

I’m not alone. “No one does 
the breadth of what we do,” says 
Executive Director Carol Varney, 
noting that BAVC’s reach is global. 
Hu Dahl adds that BAVC has digitized 
California choreographer June 
Watanabe’s archive of videotapes, as 
well as work held by SFMOMA, the 
Pacific Film Archive, and the Tate 
Modern. And oh yeah, it trained the 
Getty Museum’s preservationist, 
who went back to L.A. and replicated 
BAVC’s own suite there. 

There is a sense of urgency to 
these endeavors, as “VHS and other 
kinds of tape have got to be preserved 
now, Varney says, as they will all, 
eventually, disintegrate. Even the 
machines, some of which haven’t 
been manufactured for decades, 
require specialized knowledge, and 
BAVC scours Ebay for extras to 
harvest components from, the way a 
hot-rod enthusiast might keep a parts 
car behind the garage. Referring to an 





Photographs by Jessica Christian 


BAVC Executive Director Carol 
Varney 


ancient-looking box, Mindy Aronoff, 
BAVC’s director of training, says they 
know of only one guy, “in his 70s 

or 80s, in Castro Valley, who knows 
how to fix these.” BAVC is rescuing 
from oblivion a sizable portion of the 
world’s cultural heritage dating to the 
1970s and ’80s, and few people even 
know about it. 

Salvaging treasure from self- 
destructing magnetic tapes is one 
thing, but BAVC’s dedication to social 
justice in San Francisco goes beyond 
that. When I was shown “The Annex,” 
a den for teenagers that’s laden with 
high-end equipment, my jaw dropped. 
It’s a studio for advanced filmmaking 
classes and a digital audio suite and 
sound booth (which BUMP Records, 
BAVC’s youth label, uses twice a week 
to record music), capable of producing 
the kind of high-quality stuff that gets 
underprivileged kids a free ride to 
college. And it’s got a great view. 

As the best possible afternoon 
hangout spot, it’s where kids get “a 
sense of healthy eating, greenscreen, 
taking photographs, storyboarding, 
songwriting, talking about issues 
that are going on, and snacks,” Hu 
Dahl says, ticking them off as equally 
important parts of an education. 

The BAVC having been »>ps 
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February is an ideal time 
to visit Santa Barbara, 
Tal fo\Va i ccmele] ir. lavel [ated 
climate, and explore the 
areas natural beauty 
Vale m aat-Va)var-laae. (ad (e) ate 
Of added interest is the 
fact that the 2015 Santa 
Barbara International 
Film Festival will take 
place from January 27 


to February 6. 
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Record Keepers from p7 


burglarized several times, she and 
Varney are obsessed with security, but 
they express nearly as much irritation 
with the kids leaving unwashed dishes 
in the sink. 


There’s also quite a bit of Girl Power 
to BAVC, and it’s the synergistic, 
multimedia kind, centered on an all-girl 
game-design lab. Independent 
filmmaker Kristy Guevara-Flanagan 
worked with BAVC on a documentary 
project about Wonder Woman, which 
led to a videogame made specifically for 
girls to build self-esteem. “Anybody 
could play the game, but you could only 
choose to bea superheroine’” as your 
avatar, Hu Dahl says. “And it would 
walk you through it, like, ‘If you were 
faced with this situation at school, 
what would your superheroine do?’ We 


paired [Guevara-Flanagan] with some 
game developers and teachers, and 
helped her prototype the game here. 
When the film was launched on PBS, 
the game was launched online.” 

Freelancers are another target 
demographic. Aronoff cites stats that 
some 40 percent of the American 
workforce could be independent 
contractors by 2020, and “the 
Department of Labor is finally 
taking notice.” In 2012, the feds 
began supporting Gig Union, a BAVC 
program geared toward connecting 
freelancers with employers on a per- 
project basis, as well as helping them 
with planning budgets and doing 
their taxes (which most freelancers 
are terrible at). 

Aronoff is especially proud of 
BAVC’s lounge, which sounds like 
an organic version of the cross- 
fertilization chambers Silicon Valley 


is always trying to construct from 
the top down. It’s a place where 
freelancers socialize and network; 

an Annex for adults. “They ask, ‘Will 
you be on my shoot’ or ‘I’m looking 
for someone to code this part of my 
project. People end up getting jobs in 
here,” Aronoff says. 


But every story needs a villain. The 
threat to net neutrality looms large. 
Though the government received 3.7 
million citizens’ comments urging the 
FCC not to hand the keys to the inter- 
net over to Comcast and Time Warner, 
Aronoff admits that she’s “pessimistic.” 
(The commission votes in February.) 

“The worst-case is a replication 
of what’s happening on television,” 
Varney says. “We still have PBS, but 
every year, PBS is under threat. Simi- 
larly, for the internet, are we in a po- 
sition where it will just be taken over 
by the huge conglomerates? That’s 
highly likely. The beauty of the inter- 
net was that people actually thought 
they had a shot to get stuff out into 
the world, but if there’s a tax placed 
on everyone who creates media, es- 
pecially high-bandwidth media, the 
ability to do that is curtailed.” As with 
the race to preserve decaying tapes, 
they’re laboring under an externally 
imposed clock. 

In the meantime, however, BAVC 
is chugging ahead. It’s gearing up for 
a media entrepreneurs fellowship 
(“Bridges,” for people ages 18-26) 
that starts up Jan. 8; an Artist-in- 
Residence program launching in 
February; and summer internships 
after that. Even if an unfavorable FCC 
ruling clamps down on the public 
radio shows that BAVC produces and 
Comcast is obligated to air, it won't 
necessarily have a direct impact on 
girls making documentaries about 
superheroines. Varney believes BAVC 
will still be able to fulfill its core 
mission, helping people to learn the 
tools so they can make stories and 
make social change. “Everybody who 
works here is like, ‘Damn, I wish I had 
this in high school.” 


The Youth Annex at BAVC 
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CAREERS & EDUCATION 


Robots, Sea Lions, 
and Slime 


By Pete Kane 


Just as the genetic research and 
cancer breakthroughs that emerge from 
the Intel Science Fair are light years 
ahead of baking soda and colored vine- 
gar to demonstrate a volcano, so too has 
the Bay Area’s approach to science edu- 
cation changed dramatically in the last 
few years. From junior marine biolo- 
gists to kids who thrive on building lit- 
tle cities and then destroying then ina 
simulated earthquake, there area 
bunch of museums, camps, and educa- 
tional science programs designed to get 
them to put down the iPad. So get out 
there, kids! 


Since reopening in 2008 to lines that 
make the queue at State Bird Provisions 
pale by comparison, the hyper-eco-con- 
scious California Academy of Sci- 
ences is the granddaddy of hands-on 
science, penguin feedings and all. Here, 
charismatic megafauna take on an even 
more alluring sheen, whether it’s a snake 
demonstration or a dive into the Philip- 





pine coral reef. From the planetarium to 
the Discovery Tidepool crawling with ur- 
chins and sea stars to the four-story rain- 
forest, the Academy is packed with 
enough junior scientist adventures to 
make the well-attended, adult-only Night- 
life programs appear tame. (Note: Actual 
adults might find themselves consumed 
with jealousy that they can’t participate in 
the Penguins + Pajamas sleepover, and 
also transfixed by that albino alligator.) 55 
Music Concourse Drive, Golden Gate Park, 
397-8000, calacademy.org. 
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new digs on the Embarcadero quite nicely. 
Pier 15, Embarcadero at Green Street, 528- 
4444, exploratorium.edu. 


Anyone concerned about the plight of 
the oceans can’t help but be moved by 
the Marine Mammal Center and its 
efforts to rehabilitate and release sick el- 
ephant seals and injured Steller sea li- 
ons. Campers at the veterinary hospital 
and education center in the Marin Head- 
lands help see how exhibits are put to- 
gether, and may even put in some time 
on the line in the “fish kitchen.” The 
Youth Crew is a six-month marine sci- 
ence module for high school kids that re- 
quires some serious commitment, while 
Sea Quest is a five-day session that fos- 
ters a connection to maritime ecology. If 
you can already tell the difference be- 
tween a porpoise and a dolphin, or you 
want to, check these do-gooders out. 
2000 Bunker Rd., Sausalito, 298-7325, 
marinemammalcenter.org. 
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Exploratorium 


Not to be outdone, The Exploratorium 
is a wonderland where art and science col- 
lide, sending charged particles of fun in 
every direction. The trippy Tactile Dome, 
built by August Coppola (brother to Fran- 
cis and father of Nicolas Cage) has been 
reconstructed, and Fujiko Nakaya’s Fog 
Bridge #72494, albeit running on a wa- 
ter-conservation schedule, is dousing mu- 
seumgoers who just cannot get enough of 
the marine layer. Having left its former 
home at the Palace of Fine Arts, this tem- 
ple to the hard sciences has taken to its 


If competing in a robotics league sounds 
good to you, consider Celsius and Be- 
yond. This “boutique science enrich- 
ment” program tends to overperform at 
the state level, teaching teenage engi- 
neers in teams of eight how to think ana- 
lytically, manage long-term projects, and 
hopefully stall for time before the Robot 
Apocalypse. Instructors hold advanced 
degrees and are frequently affil- >> p10 
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Robots, Sea Lions, and Slime 
from p9 


iated with one of the Bay Area’s research 
institutions, providing the ideal circum- 
stances for a 6-year-old who displays an 
interest in medicine to dissect a frog or 
learn about the structure of DNA. 140 
Balboa, 221-2161, celsiusandbeyond.com. 


Climate change is expected to decimate 
the world’s amphibians, most of which 
live in sensitive habitats. So it’s up to 
Tree Frog Treks to inculcate conserva- 
tionist values in the next generations, 
one hike at a time. Having adopted or 
rescued over 100 rare or exotic animals 
from around the state, the business has 
been exposing young urbanites to the 
wonders of the natural world since 1999. 
Pay-what-you-want family treks into the 
mountains make for some wonderful 
bonding time, while excursions into Glen 
Canyon or along Lobos Creek reveal the 
mysterious in the familiar. Whether it’s 
playing around in vats of slime or with 
Ivan, the 100-pound African tortoise, or 
learning how to document the rare spe- 
cies that hikers stumble upon, Tree Frog 
Treks is a winner. 2112 Hayes, 876-3764, 
treefrogtreks.com. 


For anyone who never wants to hear 
that song from Frozen again, there’s a 
way to expose young people to some of 
the enduring greats, courtesy of the San 
Francisco Symphony’s Symphony 
Kids. Children’s Concerts highlight Bi- 
zet and Prokofiev while middle-school- 
ers and above can enjoy some slightly 
more complex, even avant-garde selec- 
tions such as Strauss and Stravinsky. 
Additionally, the Youth Orchestra (open 
to instrumentalists ages 12-21) isa 
world-renowned ensemble that has 
toured Europe. Luminaries such as 
Yo-Yo Ma, Wynton Marsalis, and SFSO 
Music Director Michael Tilson Thomas 
have been known to drop in on rehears- 
als, so you know those auditions are go- 
ing to be rigorous. Davies Symphony Hall, 
503-5350, sfsymphony.org. 


What better place to learn about tech 
than in Silicon Valley itself? The Tech 
Museum of Innovation works to bur- 
nish the résumés of assiduous science stu- 
dents with its programming roster, going 
far beyond what most museums attempt. 
That’s not to say it’s all deadly serious, 
however; among the Junior M.D. summer 
camps, you ll find Molecular Gastronomy 
and DIY Virtual Reality classes, too. But 
the most spectacular endeavor “The Tech” 
undertakes is the Tech Challenge, a year- 
long battle royale in which competing 
teams engineer solutions to real world 
problems such as balancing seismic safety 
against population growth or clearing the 
space junk littering the upper atmo- 
sphere. This is where tomorrow’s scien- 
tists really cut their teeth, and maybe play 
with some social robots during their 
downtime. 201 S. Market St., San Jose, 
(408) 294-8324, thetech.org. 


Do you know what “flarp” is? It’s a mix- 
ture of water, white glue, borax, food col- 
oring, and glitter that’s found only at the 
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Welding at 
The Crucible 





Courtesy of the Crucible 


Bay Area Discovery Museum. 
Tucked in Marin’s portion of the Golden 
Gate National Recreation Area, this in- 
stitution and its proprietary goo are no- 
table for having a lot of programming 
geared towards the youngest of tots. Di- 
viding the calendar year into themed 
quarters —Water, Land, Sky, and Family 
and Community — its daily and weekly 
events are married to the rhythms of the 
school year, with camps held over every 
vacation. For its gorgeous location just 
outside of Sausalito and its commitment 
to unstructured free play, the Bay Area 
Discovery Museum was awarded Bay 
Area Parent’s Best Museum in 2013 and 
2014. 577 McReynolds Road, Sausalito, 
339-3900, baykidsmuseum.org. 


Quite possibly the most badass place in 
the entire Bay Area, The Crucible is 
where people learn industrial arts such 
as blacksmithing and glass-fusing, or to 
see a fire opera. And while it might be an 
overprotective parent’s worst nightmare, 
they also host a ton of programming for 
kids, from cartoneria (Mexican papi- 


Windswept at 
Randall Museum 
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er-maché sculpture) and gravity cars to 
ARC welding and bike chariot fabrica- 
tion. The burners of the future need to 
acquire the pyrotechnic know-how 
somewhere, and it’s not going to be 
eighth-period social studies. It’s going to 
be The Crucible, which is as hands-on as 
it gets, aside from the part where you 
want to make sure your hands are safely 
tucked away. 1260 Seventh St., Oakland, 
(510) 444-0919, thecrucible.org. 


Named for a female zoologist who 
served as S.F’s first superintendent of 
Rec and Park, the Randall Museum is 
a free, kid-oriented wonder high atop 
Corona Heights with a replica of a post- 
1906 earthquake shack and a scale- 
model Victorian that teaches kids about 
area wildlife. One of San Francisco's 
most mesmerizing pieces of public art is 
Windswept, an observational instru- 
ment that records wind speed and direc- 
tion on this gusty crag. But the real jewel 
is the huge model train in the basement. 
And by huge, we mean one of the largest 
in Northern California, with hundreds 
of yards of track, mountains, and tun- 
nels. It’s been there since 1950, but its 
long-term future is in doubt as the Ran- 
dall’s upcoming renovation this year 
might force a relocation. So, better to get 
there now. 199 Museum Way, 554-9600, 
randallmuseum.org. 


Formerly the Zeum, the Children’s Cre- 
ativity Museum in Yerba Buena Gar- 
dens is not big on dusty dioramas of 
cavemen spearing woolly mammoths. 
Here, patrons can sculpt clay-and-wire 
characters to make their own stop-motion 
animated film, learn the basics of Photo- 
shop, and record their own demo in front 
of a green screen before editing it in Ga- 
rageBand. Enterprising youngsters can 
hang out in the Innovation Lab, where 
they can invent their way out of a pressing 
challenge with only the contents of a Mys- 
tery Box and wield high-end software 
such as SILK to create spirographs and 
other digital doodles. Best of all, you 
might find your best work already adorn- 
ing the walls before you even walk out. 
221 Fourth St., 820-3320, creativity.org. 
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*This is a Paid Advertisement 


WHERE ARE THE HOTTEST 
JOBS IN THE BAY AREA? 


BY Tony Gilbert 


Take a guess, what ts the 
hottest industry to work for in 
the Bay Area? One clue: it's 
not tech. 


If you live in the San Francisco Bay Area, 
then you have seen the huge impact of the 
healthcare industry all around you (whether 
you realize it or not). Healthcare is undergoing 
a massive expansion in the Bay Area, growing 
alongside the area's growing population. 


The healthcare industry may not be as flashy 
as other Bay Area employers like dot-com 
startups, social utilities, gaming and software 
giants, but for decades now, healthcare offers 
consistent and long-term value to workers in 
the Bay Area. 


In fact, the top employer in the Bay Area in 
terms of total number of people employed 
locally is the healthcare provider Kaiser. And 
the next 3 organizations on the top employers 
list are all affiliated with healthcare, including 
government and academic institutions like 
the San Francisco Department of Health, UC 
Berkeley and UCSF, and more. (1) 


Think about it, the expansion of healthcare is 
obvious everywhere you go: 


e 3rd Street and Mission Bay (SOMA):Have 
you seen the tower cranes and new 
construction? UCSF medical center 
continues to expand in the SOMA and 
Mission Bay neighborhoods. 

Van Ness and Geary Streets: An 11-floor 
medical campus taking up the space of a 
full city block is going up for the California 
Pacific Medical Center (CPMC). 

Kaiser Permanente is headquartered in 
Oakland: Kaiser is the biggest managed 
healthcare organization in the United 
States, and its national headquarters Is right 
here in the Bay Area, in a tower overlooking 
Lake Merritt. 


So, where are the hot healthcare jobs in the 
Bay Area? 


KAISER: 


Chances are that you have been to a Kaiser 
hospital at some point in your life, or maybe 
you know someone who works at Kaiser. 


Kaiser Permanente is the number one employer in 
the entire Bay Area, with over 30,000 employees 
in the Bay Area alone, and 190,000 employees 
nationwide. That means if Kaiser employees 
formed their own city, they'd be about the same 
size of the cities of Hayward or Sunnyvale! 
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UCSF: 

Another top employer in the Bay Area is UCSF, 
the University of California, San Francisco. 
The UCSF Medical Center is a huge teaching 
hospital with medical centers throughout San 
Francisco. And what a great place to work: 
UCSF is actually ranked in the top 10 medical 
centers in the United States, by US News 
and World Report, out of over 5,000 hospitals 
surveyed! (2) 


SF General Hospital and SF Department of 
Public Health: 


An especially large healthcare employer in 
the area is the San Francisco Department 
of Public Health (SFDPH). This department 
includes San Francisco General Hospital in 
the Mission neighborhood, with some 5,000 
employees. SFDPH also maintains a long 
roster of health clinics. 


OPPORTUNITY IN AN EXPENSIVE CITY: 


We all know San Francisco is an expensive 
place to live. So how do we make it in such 
a costly city? 


The healthcare industry offers tremendous 
opportunity for workers, even without a 4-year 
degree. Completing a Medical Assistant 
program can take less than a year, and costs 
a fraction of what a 4-year degree can cost. 


Medical Assistants can build successful 
careers, and have the opportunity to rise in a 
career ladder which could lead toward other 
healthcare positions, including nursing. 


Muchlike community college Is an inexpensive 
and easier way to start a 4-year degree rather 
than starting directly at a university, so too 
have people found that Medical Assisting 
presents the opportunity to start a dream of 
being a nurse in an affordable way. 


Think a career change to healthcare might be 
right for you? 

Start by checking out Bay Area Medical 
Academy. 


A DIFFERENT KIND OF SCHOOL: 


BAY AREA MEDICAL ACADEMY (BAMA) 
trains students for careers as medical 
assistants, phlebotomists, and other allied 
health professions. 


While some schools in the Bay Area have 
recently faced closure, loss of accreditation, 
or criticism for luring students into excessive 
debt, by contrast, the people of BAMA pride 
themselves on offering a positive alternative: 


AFFORDABLE: Meaningful career training 
at BAMA is affordable and manageable 
for working students. We encourage our 
students to be debt-free whenever possible. 


ACCREDITED: Bay Area Medical Academy 
is nationally accredited through the 
Accrediting Council for Independent 
Colleges and Schools (ACICS). 


REAL COMMITMENT 1T0 _ PEOPLE: 
BAMA Is certified with B-Corp status, 
complying to meet rigorous standards of 
social performance, accountability, and 
transparency. We offer discounted tuition 
to non-profit, community organizations 
working to alleviate poverty. 






Ready for a Change? 


REPUTATION: Top medical centers 
repeatedly hire BAMA graduates, and the 
school maintains a stellar reputation for 
great training from experienced educators. 


Examples of healthcare employers where 
our students have trained or been hired 
include: 


San Francisco General Hospital 

San Francisco Department of Public Health 
Clinics 

Kaiser Permanente 

California Pacific Medical Center 

UCSF Medical Center 


READY TO LEARN MORE? 


Want to learn more about what a medical 
career might look like for you? 
Check out Bay Area Medical Academy: 


fd Bay Area 
LY Medical Academy 


Online: http://www.bamasf.com/ 
Or call 1-415-217-0077 
Article Information Sources: 


(1) Largest employers in the Bay Area, 
Business Journal: 


http://www.bizjournals.com/sanfrancisco/ 
subscriber-only/2014/07/18/bay-areas-100- 
largest-employers-2014.html 


(2) UCSF ranks in top 10 hospitals in the USA, 
US News and World Report: 


http://health.usnews.com/health-news/best- 
hospitals/articles/2014/07/15/best-hospitals- 
2014-15-overview-and-honor-roll 
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“Let BAMA show you why 
they are the top choice 
for Bay Area employers.” 








“,..we enjoy great partnership with their employment team. [...] We have placed several BAMA 
graduates in roles as Medical or Hospital Assistant in our Primary Care, Family Medicine, and 


Positive Care practice.” 


Saba Mirza, Project Manager, UCSF Medical Center 
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Ci JOE ESKENAZI, YOUR HUMBLE NARRATOR 


Blood on the Ice 


Inthe San Francisco of today, it may not make a hell of alot of difference who emerges as board president. 


Whither the Live-Tweet: the 
soap bubble of history. And, this week, 
San Francisco figures to be especially 
soapy and bubbly. The Board of Super- 
visors will elect a board president on 
Jan. 8, asurreal, biyearly ritual (now 
documented in #real-time) of back- 
room politics on display in full view. 

That’s more dramatic than much 
of what constitutes a government 
meeting; observers piling into Board 
Chambers for November’s election of 
the interim president were made to 
endure four hours and 41 minutes of 
sheer joy, including an interminable 
California Environmental Quality Act 
appeal of Telegraph Hill mega-condos. 
But, eventually, the knives came out. 

They always do: Two years ago, a 
supervisor wept while delivering a 
bizarre non sequitur of a concession 
speech about the political bravery 
of Abraham Lincoln (!) after it be- 
came apparent she’d been tricked 
into making a kamikaze run for the 
presidential brass ring by a shrewder 
colleague. 

But really, much of the coverage of 
board president elections is conduct- 
ed with the mindset of fans attending 
hockey games just to see a brawl. 
Which is fine, until the subject is 
broached of what’s at stake as the 
result of all this drama. Just what 
does it matter who the board 
president is? 

Right now, not so much. 


Mayor Ed Lee’s most jingoistic 
partisans have long pushed the 
notion that, upon being installed 
as mayor of this city, the avuncu- 
lar career bureaucrat was recon- 
figured into a wise and 
transcendent leader. If you 

want to evoke Shakespeare, 
think of it as a “Prince Hal mo- 
ment’; if you want to evoke the 
Transformers, Lee was equipped 
with the Autobot Matrix. 

Of course none of that’s re- 
motely true. But nobody even 
bothers mythologizing the trans- 
formative power of becoming board 
president. Being board president 
doesn’t make you into a new person. 
Being board president makes you 
into a more powerful version of who 
you already are. 

And if you're politically ambitious 
and/or have a clear-cut view of how 
things ought to be in this town, you 
can do a lot. And if you're a bit nasty, 
you can also do a lot to keep politi- 
cians who disagree with you from 
doing much at all. 
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That’s because a board president’s 
most crucial responsibility is to de- 
cide which supervisors sit on which 
committees — and, if desired, remove 
them at amoment’s notice. And so, an 
aggressive board president can push 
his or her agenda with a high degree 
of impunity. He or she can introduce 
a measure on Tuesday, tell a commit- 
tee chair — who, again, serves at the 
president’s pleasure — that measure 
needs to be approved by the next 
week’s full board meeting, and vote it 
into law one week after that. 

Ideally, no one has to tell anyone 
anything. Everything would be intui- 
tively understood. 

As it would be if the board pres- 
ident shunted a piece of legislation 


penned by a political adversary toa 
committee chaired by a presidential 
ally. Where, conveniently, it’s never 
scheduled for a hearing date. And, if 
the piqued supervisor threatens to 
yank the legislation back to the full 
board, the intransigent committee 
chair can, magically, acquiesce, and 
schedule a hearing — only to vote to 
table the matter. Indefinitely. And 
now putting that legislation back in 
front of the full board will require 
more votes. 

Mission accomplished. 

Mercurial board presidents of yore 
once stocked committees with super- 
visors who despised one another, just 
for the sheer joy of it. Dysfunctional 
government — anti-government, 
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even — has its upside: Partisan 
games and brinksmanship are a lot 
more compelling than watching 

the system work as intended. Not 
everyone likes hockey, after all. But 
you'd be surprised how quickly a 
brawl pulls people out of their seats, 
and induces them to, instinctively, 
clench their fists. Now, though, the 
aggression isn’t what it used to be. 
The game continues. But there’s less 
blood on the ice. 


Those wallowing in a bit of nostal- 
gia for City Hall’s “Payback Is a Bitch” 
era bemoan the reduction of the board 
presidency to a “ceremonial” position. 
But that’s not quite true, either. 
Whether or not a board president is an 
assertive legislator, holding the posi- 
tion certainly looks good on the ré- 
sumé . And it always has. 
Back in the Pleistocene, when 
the job fell to the supervisor who 
received the most votes in a citywide 
election, it was a marker of populari- 
ty, viability, and a means to convince 
reticent allies to join your slate. In 
the era of district elections, the pres- 
idency is an opportunity for a super- 
visor to carve out a citywide profile. 
That helps for those harboring aspi- 
rations for higher office. That helps 
for those who’d like to push the city’s 
agenda one way or the other (and 
fundraise, fundraise, fundraise from 
any and all interested parties). 
Finding a way to be that all- 
important sixth vote on a crucial 
issue (and fundraising from any and 
all interested parties) fits in with 
the city of today. The vindictive 
tricks of an era in which the 
board was stocked with 
oversize personalities and 
engaged in overt warfare 
with the mayor do not. 
That’s not the way the 
game is played today. For 
the most part nobody’s 
playing “games” today at 
all. And, regardless of the 
dramatic acrimony of No- 
vember’s vote or whatever 
may transpire this week, the 
word out of the mayor’s office 


difference” who our next board 
president is. 
You may not like the direc- 
tion this city is going. But we're 
getting there ever so much more 
efficiently than in the past. 


Joe.Eskenazi@SFWeekly.com 


is that it “doesn’t make a lick of 


The Snatch 


Never too young to 
use fire responsibly. 


IT WAS A RUN-BY 
BURNING 

The famous Mrs. Doubtfire 
home in Pacific Heights was set 
on fire Monday night, police 
say. The house, where late co- 
median Robin Williams played 
the titular role of concerned, 
cross-dressing father, is now 
the home of Douglas K. Ouster- 
hout, a plastic surgeon who 
works on transgender patients. 
NEC reports that police are 
looking into whether the home, 
at 2640 Steiner St., was tar- 
geted because of his line of 
work. Ousterhout told CBS 
News that he’s been having 
problems with a former client, 
but didn’t go into detail. Police 
did not say it was a hate crime. 
The fires, which were set at 
about 8 p.m., burned a doormat 
and the side of the garage. No- 
body was injured. 


BETTER CHANGE 

THE TEAM'S NAME TO 
TWENTYSOMETHINGERS 
Two former managers of the 
49ers slammed CEO Jed York 
and the team with an age dis- 
crimination lawsuit on Friday, 
years after York fired the vet- 
eran employees in an alleged ef- 
fort to brand his team as the 
technology startup of the NFL. 
Anthony Lozano and Keith 
Yanagi, both in their late 50s 
when they were fired, submit- 
ted a federal complaint accus- 
ing York of letting go “a lot” of 
senior managers in 2011 and 
2012 to make room for younger 
employees from Silicon Valley. 
When asked why the team 
wanted to hire young tech 
workers, the complaint says 
York replied, “ Because they 
made a lot of money, they dida 
lot of cool things before they 
turned 40 years old, and they 
didn’t want to play golf six days 
a week.” Lozano and Yanagi 
seek punitive damages for age 
discrimination, wrongful fir- 
ing, fraud and concealment, 
and intentional infliction of 
emotional distress. On a side- 
note, 49ers former coach Jim 
Harbaugh split from the team 
last month in what the two de- 
scribe as a mutual decision to 
part ways. Harbaugh is 51 years 
old. 


For more news, go to 
blogs.sfweekly.com/ 
thesnitch. 
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Ci INSTAGRAM'S SHUTDOWN OF MARIJUANA-LACED ACCOUNTS IS BAD FOR BUSINESS. 


Deleting 
The Weed 


Coral Reefer has no problem 
posting naked pictures of herself on the 
internet. Neither do Twitter or Vine, 
where the 26-year-old Alameda woman 
and internet celebrity has been posting 
images of herself and some of her 
35,000-plus followers taking dabs or 
pulling tubes in the nude under the #°na- 
kedbonghits” hashtag. 

Beyond her willingness to partake 
au naturel, there are two reasons why 
Coral (that’s her alias; her real name is a 
guarded secret) was able to quit her job 
waiting tables two summers ago and fo- 
cus all her time on her personal brand. 
One is her deep-seated affection for 
marijuana, which she consumes in some 
form every day. The other is her willing- 
ness to share her cannabis habit with 
the many dedicated fans following her 
on social media. That she’s an attractive 
blonde with a famous feature — type 
“Coral Reefer” into Google and the word 
“booty” pops up, along with numerous 
shots of her rear, identifiable by the 
matching marijuana leaf tattoos on the 
back of her thighs — also boosts her 
profile on every social media network. 

But not Instagram. The Face- 
book-owned photosharing utility de- 


leted her account last month as part of 
a movement to purge weed accounts. 
Legal cannabis dispensaries, marijua- 
na-smoking musicians, and normal 
people with an affinity for snapping 
and sharing filtered photos of weed 
have all been removed from the app’s 
roll of 200 million users. 

This is a big deal in 2015, when me- 
dia entrepreneurs’ livelihoods depend 
on their ability to connect to fans, 
business partners, and customers via 
social media. “[Instagram] definitely 
took my career to the next level,” says 
Berner, the San Francisco member of 
Wiz Khalifa’s crew and brand ambas- 
sador of the Girl Scout Cookies weed 
strain, whose account was shuttered in 
December. “Whenever we have a show, 
we post about it on Instagram — and 
it sells out.” 

Coral Reefer still isn’t sure why 
her account was kicked offline. She 
claims Instagram won't tell her and the 
company didn’t respond to my email 
seeking comment. She guesses it could 
be the partial nudity on her account, 
including the skin flashed during na- 
ked bong rips. 

But plenty of other fully clothed 
cannabis accounts, including the ac- 
counts of San Francisco dispensaries 
Barbary Coast and Grassroots and that 
of Matt Rize, a maker of ice wax rol- 
lups, were also deleted. 


Berner was told his account was 
booted because it promoted drug use 
“and solicited the sale of marijuana, 
which is not true,” he says. “I don't sell 
marijuana on my page, nor do I pro- 
mote drug use.” 

Indeed, Instagram’s terms of 
service ban nudity as well as the pro- 
motion or solicitation of drug use. 
That would be an easy explanation as 
to why those accounts were removed 
from the app’s servers. But it would 
not explain why Instagram’s war on 
weed is both selective and erratic. 
Many other weed-related accounts, 
including those aimed to connect 
cannabis businesses with consumers, 
such as WeedMaps-owned Marijuana. 
com's @themarijuana, are still freely 
posting away. 

It’s entirely possible that Insta- 
gram is just responding to feedback 
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from users. It is extremely easy for 
anyone to flag an account for terms- 


of-service violations in the hopes that 


Instagram will shed it. Some belive 
that the anti-drug group Narconon is 
spending its time flagging accounts 
it doesn't like. Others suspect a 
turncoat from within the marijuana 
community's own ranks, guessing 
that a competing cannabis business is 
flagging prominent accounts in a fit 
of jealousy. 

As of the new year, Coral was still 
trying to contact Instagram in an 
attempt to at the very least get an 
explanation if she’s not able to get her 
Instagram reinstated. As for @bern- 
er415, he’s back on, thanks to the in- 
tercession of a well-connected friend 
(he won't say who, just that he’s a 
“well-known recording artist”) — but 
with one notable change. 

Less weed. 

For Berner, self-censorship of his 
cannabis lifestyle is a worthwhile 
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trade for keeping Instagram as a pro- 
motional platform for his other ven- 
tures: his music, his Cookies clothing 
line and attendant store set to open 
up in the Haight. 

“T went through and deleted a 
bunch of stuff... I’m calming down on 
it a lot,” he says. “Instagram is valu- 
able to a lot of people... all we can do is 
respect Instagram’s terms.” 

From now on, whenever he has 
a dab or bud he wants to share, he’s 
doing it on the “Instagram for mari- 
juana,’ a new social network hosted on 
WeedMaps’ Marijuana.com. As of the 
new year, the network most closely 
resembles a Pinterest, with a collage 
of images showing dab hits, clouds of 
smoke, and stoned people. This would 
differentiate it from MassRoots, the 
first social network to declare itself 
the Facebook alternative for the can- 
nabis set upon its launch in 2013. 

Not that Instagram would ever be 
able to remove marijuana from its 
servers even if it wanted to. There are 
simply too many posts of buds, bongs, 
and blunts to count, let alone delete. 
As for whether a cannabis-centric 
social network can compete for space 
on users’ phones and attention spans, 
Berner pledges a big push. In the com- 
ing weeks, Marijuana.com’s network 
will hire a team of programmers and 
rent office space in San Francisco, he 
says. Maybe they could score Insta- 
gram’s old digs in South Park. 


CRoberts@SFWeekly.com 
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It’s easy to scoff at the Bay Area’s 
school-canceling rain showers, our primal fear of 
snow chains, our seriously freezing 50-degree days. 
But even when our weather patterns pursue an 
alternative lifestyle, do we not suffer? Do we not 
spend our summer barbecues huddling desperately 
over the grill, keeping a tiny flame alive in a gale, or 
waste our winter Tahoe trips skiing over lightly 
dusted rocks? 

We may not be dodging ham-sized hailstones, 
but we’ve surely earned our winter ennui. Come 
January, it takes real motivation to trudge 
through days smothered and covered by a 
suddenly malevolent fog, or face the indignity of 
a five-day workweek after the warm glow of the 
holidays. 

Fortunately, there is hope. There is our critics’ 
selections of the most exciting upcoming films, 
books, plays, and dance events to give our days 
purpose. And if the Winter Arts Guide is our 
shepherd, we shall not want for fun stuff to do 
around town. 

So whether it’s a genteel evening with Fogg 
Theatre’s The Cable Car Nymphomaniac, or local 
bands paying funky tribute to Sly & The Family 
Stone, or taking down S.F. tech companies in 
videogames, we have reasons to brave another 
freezing 50-degree day. 

After all, it’ll be much colder come 
summertime. Giselle Velazquez 


Qinmin Liu in Dance in Revolt(ing) Times 
Pawan Tangsritrakul 
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By Jonathan Curiel 
Haight Street Rat 


For three years, the only place to see 
Banksy’s art up close in San Francisco was 
Chinatown, at the southwest corner of 
Commercial Street and Grant Avenue. 
Peaceful Hearts Doctor — which featured a 
heart, doctor, peace sign, anda stetho- 
scope — was Banksy at his best. But even 
as the building’s management put up 
plexiglass to protect Peaceful Hearts Doc- 
tor, vandals and taggers defaced the work, 
and in the past year, it was finally re- 
moved. No more street-level Banksy. 
Until now. Between Jan. 21 and 
July 11, you can almost snuggle the 
work that’s now called Haight Street 
Rat, which originally fronted the top 
of a building at Haight and Belvedere 
streets. The re-emergence of the rat is a 
major highlight of the winter art scene 


in the city, but it comes with conditions. 


The art space 836M will showcase 
Haight Street Rat in its Montgomery 
Street window from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
each day, so artgoers will have to see 
it during those hours, and they’ll have 
to see it from the street, not inside 
the gallery. Given the experience at 
Commercial and Grant, it makes sense 
to keep some distance between Haight 
Street Rat and the viewing public. That 
we get this Bansky work at all is a small 
miracle. Art activist Brian Greif, who is 
making a documentary about Banksy’s 
street art and the profiteers who exploit 
it, saved Haight Street Rat from destruc- 
tion, and rejected huge financial offers 
to keep the work in the public domain. 
(Just a few blocks from 836M is 
another Banksy work he left during 
his San Francisco visit in 2010. Go to 
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the northwest corner of Broadway and 
Columbus and look kitty-corner, where 
Banksy’s anti-war message, ‘If at first 
you don’t succeed — call an airstrike,” 
still graces the top of a building.) 

For Haight Street Rat, expect crowds 
to gather on the sidewalk at peak view- 
ing hours — which will likely include 
lunchtime. And expect Greif’s Saving 
Banksy cameras to be there, capturing 
a scene where a famous piece of street 
art sits in a gallery on the edge of the 
Financial District, far from where it 
first appeared in the middle of the 
night. Art will beget more art. Banksy 
himself might smile at the thought. 
Jan. 21-July 11, 836M, 836m.com. 


“Lamp of the Covenant: 

Dave Lane” 

The Contemporary Jewish Museum’s 
unique building, a beautiful repurposing 
of a PG&E power substation by architect 
Daniel Libeskind, gets an interior sculp- 
ture that’s every bit as interesting. Dave 
Lane, often described as “an outsider art- 
ist,’ has repurposed 6 tons of steel into a 
90-foot sheath of globes, light bulbs, old 
tools, and other objects that will hang 
over the museum's central lobby. Like the 
eternal light that can be found in every 
synagogue, Lane’s gigantic lamp can be 
seen as a symbol of higher connection — 
both literally and figuratively. 

Feb. 1-ongoing, Contemporary Jewish Mu- 
seum, thecjm.org. 


“Vanessa Marsh: 

Everywhere All at Once” 

The nighttime stars that hang overhead 
in Vanessa Marsh’s photographs are the 
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kind that always inspire awe and wonder. 
The man-made power lines and wind tur- 
bines that also criss-cross Marsh's sky- 
lines are something else entirely. The 
juxtapositions in “Everywhere All at 
Once” make for dissonance and, at first, 
disbelief. But the more time you spend 
with Marsh’s work, the more time you 
feel like a witness to a magical spectacle. 
Feb. 5-28, Dolby Chadwick Gallery, 
dolbychadwickgallery.com. 


“Tama Hochbaum: Silver Screen" 
Like apparitions from a golden era of Hol- 
lywood, the faces in Tama Hochbaum’s 
photo exhibit are haunting and alluring. 
Greta Garbo looks embalmed. Lillian Gish 
seems high. Fred Astaire is completely in 
shadow. For “Silver Screen,” Hochbaum 
used a phone camera to take images of 
movies that her mother relied on for en- 
tertainment in the last years of her life. 
The close-ups bifurcate the films into snip- 
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pets that are like synaptic clues to bigger 
ideas. As Hochbaum has noted, “Memory 
itself is the subject of my photography.” 
Feb, 12-March 21, George Lawson Gallery, 
georgelawsongallery.com. 


“Seduction: 

Japan's Floating World” 

The art that glamorized Japan’s red-light 
districts between the 17th and 19th cen- 
turies was rarely base or crass. Instead, it 
was a lot like Courtesan promenading un- 
der cherry blossoms, a hanging scroll from 
the early 1800s that shows a woman ina 


bulbous kimono whose manner and dress 


complement the flowers over her head. 
Katsushika Hokuun’s scroll is one of 
more than 60 works that pinpoint the 
district called Yoshiwara, where sex work- 
ers entertained clients in an atmosphere 
of theater, dance, and other art forms 


that ensured visitors would — one way or 


another — leave entirely satisfied. 
Feb. 20-May 10, Asian Art Museum, 
asianart.org. 


“Chester Arnold: 

Heaven and Earth" 

People who first discover Chester Ar- 
nold’s paintings often see a resemblance 
to the paintings of Pieter Bruegel, the 
great 16th-century Flemish master who 
portrayed the working class at play and at 
work. In his upbringing in Germany, Ar- 
nold did see Bruegel’s canvases, and the 
overhead perspective and earthy colors 
that Arnold brings to Small Time Opera- 
tion from 2012, which shows people 
working in the upper reaches of a mine, 
are very Bruegelian. But Arnold is an 
amalgamation of many influences, and 
his work stands out on its own for intri- 
cate scenes that are frequently outdoors, 
as in The Ascension Part 1: Half Way Up 
from 2014, where a rope dangles from a 
tree that’s festooned with sharp 
branches. There are no people at all in 
The Ascension Part 1: Half Way Up. Arnold 
has said he likes his work to “celebrate 
and question our presence in the world.” 
That it does. 

Feb, 21-April 4, Catharine Clark Gallery, 
cclarkgallery.com. 


“Botticelli to Braque: 
Masterpieces From the National 
Galleries of Scotland" 


Another “loan exhibit” from a major Euro- 


pean museum, this one from the National 
Galleries of Scotland, “Botticelli to Bra- 
que’ gives San Francisco art-goers an up- 
close look at paintings that are canonical, 
some of them exhibited for the first time 
in the United States. Among the high- 
lights: John Singer Sargent’s Lady Agnew 
of Lochnaw from 1892, with its velvety 
layers of whites and lavenders; Paul 
Gaugin’s Three Tahitians from 1899, with 
its kaleidoscope of skin and skyline; and 
Botticelli’s The Virgin Adoring the Sleeping 
Christ Child, circa 1490, with its quintes- 
sential angelic flesh tones. 

March 7-May 31, de Young Museum, 
deyoung.famsf.org. 
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ALL HAIR TYPES & TEXTURES WELCOME 


HAIR BRAIDING *«WEAVES * DREADLOCKS 
NATURAL HAIR HAIR EXTENSIONS 


@ SF Bay AREA/AFRICAN HAIR BRAIDING 
415 378 4413 
256 TAYLOR STREET SF 
(AT TAYLOR & ELLIS STREET ) 

7 DAYS A WEEK 
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Film 


By Sherilyn Connelly and Jonathan Kiefer 


Weltschmerz, the great German word for 


“world pain,” describes the feeling that 
arises from noticing the differences be- 
tween how the world is and how it might 
ideally be. It also seems to describe the 
animating spirit of most of the movies 
we re looking forward to in 2015. Sorry 
about that. But at least a few of them are 
comedies. 


Blackhat (Jan. 16) 

The new one from director Michael 
Mann, of Heat and Public Enemies and 
many other films about cocky dudes do- 
ing serious stuff, involves Chris 
Hemsworth as a hacker hunting down a 
cyberterrorist who has turned his clever 
code into something seriously malicious. 
If you'd rather cuddle up with Padding- 
ton, which opens on the same day, that’s 
understandable. 


Two Days, One Night (Jan. 23) 
Belgian brothers Jean-Pierre and Luc 
Dardenne, the directing duo known for 
no-frills social realism of refreshing truth- 
fulness, now have made a movie with 
Marion Cotillard as an emotionally unsta- 
ble woman who runs a gauntlet asking 
former workmates to forgo their bonuses 
so she can get her job back. This is the 
Dardenne version of a high concept. 


Project Almanac (Jan. 30) 

It’s never a good sign to be in the cine- 
matic ossuary of “Fuck You, It’s January,” 
where movies go to die — I, Frankenstein 
and The Nut Job were dumped here in 
2014 — and even less so for a movie 
that’s already been delayed a year and re- 
named, as in the case of Dean Israelite’s 
Chronicle-esque time-travel story, previ- 
ously titled Welcome to Yesterday. But it 
still might not completely suck. 


Jupiter Ascending (Feb. 6) 
Famously postponed from last summer 
and barely avoiding the ignominy of a 
January release, this latest from Lana 
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and Andy Wachowski is being touted as 
their first big sci-fi epic since the Matrix 
trilogy. It’s an understandable marketing 
angle, considering the commercial fail- 
ures of Cloud Atlas and the underappreci- 
ated Speed Racer, but hopefully Ascending 
is more straight-up The Matrix and less 
Reloaded or (ugh) Revolutions. 


Lambert & Stamp (Feb. 6) 

For as huge as they were at the time, The 
Who are seldom spoken of in the same 
breath as The Beatles and the Rolling 
Stones as seminal British bands of the 
1960s, probably because their output 
was too idiosyncratic and they keep tar- 
nishing their own legacy. But James D. 
Cooper's documentary about the two 
young filmmakers who created the group 
almost by accident may help to raise 
their profile again. 


Fifty Shades of Grey (Feb. 13) 
Oooh, controversy! A number of very in- 
telligent people are still troubled by the 
original book, some (like local sexologist 
Carol Queen) because of the book’s 
thorny take on the important issue of 
consent in sexual relationships, and oth- 
ers (like Salman Rushdie) because it’s 
just really poorly written Twilight fan fic- 
tion. Chances are, this film adaptation 
will just make Nymphomaniac look that 
much better. 


Leviathan (Feb. 20) 

No, not the 1989 deep-sea thriller with 
Peter Weller, nor the experimental 2012 
documentary on commercial fishing 
from Harvard’s Sensory Ethnography 





Buzzard 


Lab; this is Russia’s latest official Oscar 
contender, which is interesting even 
sight unseen on account of it also being 
reportedly a quite confrontational dra- 
matic exposé of Russian political and cul- 
tural corruption. 


Maps fo the Stars (Feb. 27) 

After his brilliant Cosmopolis (2012’s best 
film), Canadian director David Cronen- 
berg continues his examination of Amer- 
ica’s rotting heart with this ensemble 
piece about broken souls in Hollywood. 
His fruitful collaboration with Robert 
Pattinson continues, but the real stand- 
out is Mia Wasikowska, who finally has a 
role that allows her to bring her vulnera- 
bility and pain to the surface. 


Buzzard (March 6) 

It’s hard to summarize Michigan-based 
indie maverick director Joel Potrykus’ 
unique, vital, unpretentious, rough- 
hewn, deadpan slacker-hesher comedy of 
disenfranchisement. But it’s easy to be 
excited for the conclusion to the “animal 
trilogy” he began with 2010's Coyote and 
2012's Ape, this one featuring Potrykus’s 
strangely magnetic muse Joshua Burge 
as a decidedly unartistic scam artist. 


While We're Young (March 27) 
Let’s put it this way: If there has to bea 
movie with Ben Stiller and Naomi Watts 
as a couple processing their midlife crisis 
through the befriending of hipsters 
played by Amanda Seyfried and Adam 
Driver, you're going to want that movie 
to be made by Frances Ha’s Noah Baum- 
bach. Fortunately, this one is. 
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Dance 


By Irene Hsiao 


Restless Creature 

San Francisco Performances presents 
Wendy Whelan, one of America’s most fa- 
mous ballerinas, in a rare West Coast ap- 
pearance following her retirement in 2014 
after 30 years with the New York City Bal- 
let. In this intimate program, the steely 
Whelan serves as muse to four contempo- 
rary choreographers — Kyle Abraham, 
Joshua Beamish, Brian Brooks, and Ale- 
jandro Cerrudo — who have each created 
a duet for this original and unusual artist. 
Jan. 15-16, Yerba Buena Center for the 
Arts, ybca.org/wendy-whelan. 


Dance In Revolt(ing) Times (D.I.R.T.) 
The world seemed bleak when Jerry Leiber 
and Mike Stoller penned a song inspired by 
Thomas Mann's short story Disillusion- 
ment that would become a sardonic an- 
them for cynics, starting with Peggy Lee’s 
sultry hit recording in 1969 — “Is that all 
there is? If that’s all there is, my friends, 
then let’s keep dancing.” We've heard ren- 
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Dieco's Umpretra 


ditions by Tony Bennett, P. J. Harvey, San- 
dra Bernhard, and more, and it’s time to 
sing that old refrain again as theaters go 
dark and artists hit the road for Portland 
and Detroit. For those still standing, 
there’s Dance In Revolt(ing) Times at Dance 
Mission Theater, ground zero of dance ac- 
tivism in the city. With three programs fea- 
turing 16 choreographers over two 
weekends, the festival is for and by the art- 
ists who have made San Francisco home, 
and who have banded together to create a 
showcase of work without shouldering the 
full burden of the production. Artistic Di- 
rector Krissy Keefer says, “It is the duty of 
the artist to hold up a mirror to society and 
also imagine a world that could be.” 

Jan. 21-Feb. 1, Dance Mission Theater, 
dancemission.com. 


Pavement 

With the country in uproar over recent 
clashes between police and civilians, 
MacArthur fellow Kyle Abraham/Abra- 
ham.In.Motion creates art out of ashes 
and broken glass in Pavement. Abraham 
combines 1990s-era hip-hop music with 
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works by W. E. B. Du Bois and John Single- 
ton in his consideration of the decline of 
urban black neighborhoods in Pittsburgh 
and the development of black male iden- 
tity through passages of violence and love. 
Feb 19-21, Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 
ybca.org/kyle-abraham-pavement. 


Antigonick 

Choreographer Hope Mohr collaborates 
with the Shotgun Players’ Mark Jackson 
to produce a dance theater adaptation of 
MacArthur-winning poet and classicist 
Anne Carson’s rendering of the wrenching 
story of Antigone, daughter of Oedipus, 
and her fatal quest to give her brother an 
honorable burial. Not exactly a Showboat 
or an Oklahoma!, but Wallace Stevens did 
write, “Death is the mother of beauty.” 
Mar. 19-Apr. 19, The Ashby Stage, 
shotgunplayers.org. 


Revelations 


Touch 

As a company concerned with making 
dances about Latino-American issues, Da- 
vid Herrera Performance Company inves- 
tigates families torn by deportation and 
the work of organizations such as United 
We Dream, which arranges for the chil- 
dren of deported men and women to re- 
unite with their parents at the U.S./Mexico 
border — a border being an imaginary 
boundary that enables us to touch. 

April 2-5, Z Space, dhperformance.org. 


Alvin Ailey American Dance 
Theater 

Each performance by Alvin Ailey Ameri- 
can Dance Theater ends with Ailey’s 1960 
classic Revelations, whose rousing spiritu- 
ality, virtuosity, and vigor never fail to 
bring the audience to its feet. Now more 
than ever, we need to reaffirm the opti- 
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EDWAR DIAN BALL 


Goreiy's THE BEASTLY BABY 


mism and courage that make these partic- 
ular dances one of the great triumphs of 
art over adversity in American culture. 
April 21-26, Zellerbach Hall, UC Berkeley, 
alvinailey.org. 


Tiny Dance Film Festival 

Sometimes you need to escape, over and 
over, in brief hops, to places like Ankara and 
Athens and Melbourne, in immersive 
flashes like dreams. Fulfill this urge to see 
the world with moving pictures of moving 
bodies in Detour Dance’s third annual Tiny 
Dance Film Festival, which curates a selec- 
tion of short dance films from around the 
globe — take in a dozen in under two hours. 
April 24-25, Ninth Street Independent 
Film Center, detourdance.com/tdff. 


Ondine 

In 2009, President Barack Obama an- 
nounced in his inaugural address, “The 
time has come to set aside childish things,” 
asking a nation that had endured bit- 
terness to unite for the challenges ahead. 
Six years on, we are still mired in the dark- 
ness, and perhaps it is in fact time to re- 
consider childish things, such as why a 
mermaid would ever love a flawed and de- 
structive man. Find out in We Players’ per- 
formance en plein air, gazing on the real 
and momentary ocean. 

May 1-June 7, Sutro Baths and Sutro Heights 
Park, weplayers.org/ondine-at-sutro. 
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Theater 


By Lily Janiak 


Mighty Real: 

A Fabulous Sylvester Musical 

Fans of the Cockettes, San Francisco’s 
gender-twisting drag group from the ’70s, 
have long rejoiced in the Thrillpeddlers, 
who ve resuscitated shows such as Hot 
Greeks and Pearls Over Shanghai. Mighty 
Real: A Fabulous Sylvester Musical supplies 
more fodder for those fanboys, -girls, and 
-in-betweens while also reaching out to 
the Cockettes’ natural allies, disco queens. 
Former Cockette Sylvester, of “You Make 
Me Feel (Mighty Real)” fame, was the 
queen of disco in every sense of the term, 
and this musical brings the San Francisco 
icon's story to the stage. It’s written and 
performed by Anthony Wayne, who’s a 
Broadway performer (Pippin, Anything 
Goes) — a rare treat for the grand and siz- 
able Brava Theater, which usually hosts 
more indie, local troupes. The show ex- 
plores Sylvester’s music from its gospel 
roots in his childhood Pentecostal church, 
through its blues and jazz influences, and 
into its rousing, glitzy disco beats. But it 
also touches on his trailblazing work as an 
AIDS/HIV activist (his royalties still bene- 
fit local AIDS charities) and the daily brav- 
ery of unapologetically, joyfully being who 
he was — of androgynous voice and 
looks, though he rejected the term drag 
queen — when few could accept it. Expect 
to watch, and come out, dancing. 

Feb. 11-March 1, Brava Theater Center, 
brava.org. 


Satyr Night Fever 

The new year is the time of rebirth, so 
we're thrilled to announce the return of SF 
Theater Pub, which has scaled back bar- 
room theater performances as of late, to 
new local bars. The first of many monthly 
shows — Satyr Night Fever, written by An- 
nette Roman and Bryant Turnage, and di- 
rected by Greg Young — follows a satyr 
unlucky in love. 

Jan. 17, The Hall; Jan. 19 and Jan. 26, Pi- 
anoFight, sftheaterpub.wordpress.com. 


Anthony 
Wayne in 
Mighty 
Real 


“4 








The Cable Car Nymphomaniac 

The new year is also the time of regular ol’ 
births, so we're excited to welcome FOGG 
Theatre to the local scene. Its inaugural 
show, though, travels to the past: the 1970 
San Francisco cable-car sex scandal. It’s a 
musical, naturally, but don’t dance along 
too much — lest you too hit your head and 
become a litigious nymphomaniac. 

Jan. 17-31, Z Below, foggtheatre.org. 


The Lyons 

With this black comedy, the Aurora once 
again proves it’s the place to see contem- 
porary plays that just might be the next 
great American dramas. This bitingly 
comic Broadway hit from Nicky Silver cen- 
ters on Rita (Ellen Ratner), the matriarch 
of a family in crisis. When the pleasantries 
die, the barbs fly, and you just might see a 
family you recognize. 

Jan. 30-March 1, Aurora Theatre, 
auroratheatre.org. 


Destination Home: 

An Evening of Short Works 

Ragged Wing Ensemble always centers its 
seasons on a theme, and its 2015 season, 
“Homing,” could hardly be more appropri- 
ate: After being nomadic for many years, 
the company recently built a new venue in 
downtown Oakland, the Flight Deck. This 
show is a group of short plays by company 
stalwarts Addie Ulrey, Anthony Clarvoe, 
and Cecilia Palmtag. 

Mar. 20-April 4, Flight Deck, 
raggedwing.org. 


Heart Shaped Nebula 

For its 2015 season, Shotgun Players will 
produce only plays by women, though 
that’s not the company’s explicit mission, 
to help bring attention to gross inequities 
in contemporary theater. This magical-re- 
alist play, written by local writer Marisela 
Trevifio Orta and directed by rising star 
Desdemona Chiang, is the most exciting of 
the lineup; it begins as a mourning ritual 
but soon takes a sharp, mysterious turn. 
May-June, Ashby Stage, shotgunplayers.org. 


Early Shaker Spirituals: A Record 
Album Interpretation 
Having imported the Elevator Repair Ser- 
vice troupe in the fall, and now bringing 
the Wooster Group to San Francisco, Z 
Space is establishing itself as the place to 
go for local theatergoers with a cosmo- 
politan bent and daring aesthetic. 
This show, which features Frances 
McDormand and Elizabeth Le- 
Compte, among others, is based 
ona recording made by Shaker 
women in rural Maine in 1976. 
Feb. 5-8, Z Space, zspace.org. 
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Books 


By Evan Karp 


Nov. 17, 2014, Timeless Infinite Light 
Whitney’s debut book is an iia medi- 
tation on place, 
capitalism, and 
purpose that be- 
gan when Kmart 
went bankrupt 
and, thanks toa 
neighborhood re- 
zoning effort, 
Home Depot was 
stopped from 
moving in. When 
someone named 
Emily converts 
the abandoned lot into a bird sanctuary 
by tossing out cat food by the 45-pound 
bag, police and the lot’s owner want her 
arrested. Whitney visited the site daily for 
three months, wanting something else. 
But no one can catch Emily in the act. 


Feb. 3, McSweeney's 

The first of Zambra’s 11 new stories be- 
gins the first time he sees a computer, in 
1980. It proceeds, as many of the stories 
do, with a casual and intimate account of 
growing up, and a sometimes direct, 
sometimes incidental account of the role 
computers played. One story, “Memories 
of a Personal Computer,” is framed as the 
trajectory of the life of an early com- 
puter; in the process, we see how it af- 
fects the lives of its owners. Born in 1975 
in Chile, Zambra mixes biographical fact 
with fiction in a unique style that feels so 
loose and personal one wonders if the 
stories were ever intended for the public, 
but so expertly crafted it’s a marvel they 
feel so human. Literary critics and casual 
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readers will relate to and appreciate the 
tethers Zambra ties between himself and 
the modern world. Whether you depend 
on your computer to keep in touch with 
the people in your life, or find yourself so 
cold that you fall asleep hugging it for 
warmth, as the author does (and as more 
than one of his characters do), My Docu- 
ments will make you feel alive and of this 
time and no other. 


Feb. 1, Seven7h Tangent 

Peculiar little things, like wanting to 
know how many teeth are in your zipper 
when you're a 9-year-old too afraid to 
jump, and surreal, impossible things, 
like pushing a grand piano into the cen- 
ter of a frozen lake, anchor the watching 
and waiting and wondering of intro- 
verts who often mistake random chance 
for omens as they reach out to touch the 
world to see if it is real. 


Feb. 1, City Lights 

Hope and the seeds of revolution can 
come from the depths of isolation. 
Writing from his 
cell on death row, 
where he was 
held in solitary 
confinement for 
nearly 30 years, 
Abu-Jamal has 
long been aloud 
and clear voice 
for all who suffer 
injustice, racism, 
and poverty. Ed- 
ited by Fernan- 
dez, this selection of 100 previously 
unpublished essays includes a foreword 
by Cornell West. 


April, Omnidawn 

This is the second book by the 94-year- 
old documentary filmmaker and co- 
founder of KPFA, edited by Garrett 
Caples, Paul Ebenkamp, and Brenda 
Hillman. As Cedar Sigo says in a beauti- 
ful introduction, in Moore’s poems, 
“Dizzying views of history and mythol- 
ogy are uncovered, enshrined and as 
quickly shut down, crushed in rhyme 
and resurrected through wit.” With au- 
ral precision, Sigo says, “He is possessed 
by one of the most spontaneous, joyful 
lines I have ever encountered.” 
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By Emma Silvers 


After a jam-packed holiday 
season that culminates in a seriously 
overwhelming spate of shows and par- 
ties on New Year’s Eve, venues’ calendars 
in January and February can seem, well, 
sparse. Many national acts don’t start 
touring until March, when South By 
Southwest acts as the first robin of 
spring, a harbinger of industry chatter, 
ushering in a new crop of buzz-bands, 
the critics who love them, and the music 
fans who love, hate, or love to hate them. 

This is all well and good — but 
don’t reach for those footie pajamas 
and your Netflix queue just yet. There’s 
actually a ton going on these next 
couple months, as local bands have the 
run of the place and smaller festivals 
like Noise Pop make a bid for your 
attention. Below, a handful of stand- 
out shows and fests to mark down on 
those shiny new calendars. 


These S.F. blues-rockers have been a 
staple of the indie scene for the last 
half-decade, but last year’s Get Right 
propelled them out of SXSW-darling 
status and onto another level alto- 
gether. Between middle-of-the-lineup 
slots at the Fillmore and a much-her- 
alded set at BottleRock, you could doa 
lot worse on a Wednesday night than to 
catch them for one of these intimate 
shows at Brick and Mortar Music Hall, 
every Wednesday in January. 

9 p.m., Jan. 14, 21, and 28 at Brick and 
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Mortar Music Hall. $10-$14; brickandmor- 
tarmusic.com. 


isco Tape Music 


Billing itself as the “only festival de- 
voted to the performance of audio 
works projected in three-dimensional 
space, the S.F. Tape Music Festival may 
have a reputation for being one of the 
more esoteric events in existence for 
music lovers: Founders describe it as 
“cinema for the ears,” in which a sophis- 
ticated system of sound diffusion 
equipment essentially acts as an instru- 
ment, while audience members practice 
the dying art of careful listening, all 
while seated in complete darkness. But 
you don’t need to understand the tech- 
nology to appreciate this year’s pro- 
gramming, which includes the premiere 
of the 17-minute, 16-channel version 
of Brian Eno’s Golden, which the virtu- 
oso originally composed for the 2007 
festival, a concert by SFSoundgroup 
musicians performing electro-acoustic 
pieces by French and American com- 
posers, as well as works by Frank 
Zappa, Walter Ruttman, Conlon Nan- 
carrow, and other experimentalists. 
Friday, Jan. 9, through Sunday, Jan. 11, 
at the Victoria Theatre. Prices vary; 
sfsound.org/tape. 


Is there anything new to be said about 
the godmother of punk? Smith has 
pretty much done it all over the course of 
her 35 years as the coolest lady in the 
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Steven Sebring 


music business, continuing to set the bar 
for counterculture awesomeness well 
into her 60s. Most recently, the woman 
who famously sang “Jesus died for some- 
body’s sins / but not mine” played a 
Christmas concert at the Vatican, then 
zipped back to New York to play Webster 
Hall, where R.E.M.’s Michael Stipe came 
out of hiding to open for her, as a 68th 
birthday present. This show could pack a 
surprise or two as well. 

9 p.m. Jan. 21, 23, and 24 at The Fillmore. 
$39.50; thefillmore.com. 


It was difficult to describe the feeling in 
the room at The Independent last Janu- 
ary, when members of Sly and the Fam- 


ily Stone’s original band took the stage 





Sterling Munksgard 


alongside more than 150 Bay Area mu- 
sicians for an all-in rendition of “Dance 
to the Music.” UnderCover Presents, 
which invites local musicians to reimag- 
ine one song each off aniconic »>p22 
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Keith Haring, Untitled, 1982. Vinyl paint on vinyl tarpaulin. Collection of Sloan and Roger Barnett. Keith Haring artwork © Keith Haring Foundation 
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album, has put together impressive 
lineups before, but organizers really 
outdid themselves on this one — and 
lucky for us, they’re doing an encore, 
for one night only. This can't-miss 
tribute to the Bay Area’s funk and 
soul history should land beautifully 
with audiences in Oakland as well. 

8 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 24, at the Fox 
Theater. $35; thefoxoakland.com. 


Native Floridian rapper T-Pain is 
most closely associated with the rise 
of auto-tune, the pitch-correcting 
tool that became so ubiquitous in the 
mid-aughts that pretty much every 
song on mainstream hip-hop radio 
sounded the same. This was not, 
T-Pain wants to tell you, T-Pain’s in- 
tention. Following an NPR Tiny Desk 
Concert in which the rapper actually 
proved he could sing quite beautifully 
without it, he’s embarked on a set of 
fairly intimate shows, ostensibly to 
do more of the same. We're not quite 
sure what to expect at this one, to be 
honest, but we'll definitely be there. 
Monday, Feb. 2, at The Addition. $40; 
theaddition.com. 


If longtime members of the San Fran- 
cisco indie scene were college bud- 
dies, The Dodos are the guy who'll 
always have a couch you can crash on, 
no matter how long it’s been. They’re 
dependable: They’ve always been 
more than proficient technical musi- 
cians, seeming to take their particular 
blend of baroque folk-rock just a bit 
more seriously than their peers, and 
2013's cathartic Carrier debuted a 
new level of creativity on the electric 
guitar. This show will serve as a re- 
lease party for their sixth full-length, 
Individ, which (like Carrier) surely 
benefits from production at S.F’s own 
Tiny Telephone Studios. We can’t 
wait to catch up. 

8 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 11, at Great 
American Music Hall. $19; slim- 
spresents.com. 


What do you get when you take a kid 
who grew up in the Bay Area hardcore 
scene and inject him with a hefty 
dose of Teenage Fanclub, Thin Lizzy, 
Guided By Voices, and other 90s 
power-pop titans? You get local civic 
treasure Tony Molina, whose warp- 
speed gem Dissed and Dismissed was 
released as an EP in 2013 and reis- 
sued in a longer format in 2014, on 
account of feverish popularity. 
There’s still a grit behind even the 
sweetest melodies, and that trans- 
lates into one hell of a live Tony Mo- 
lina show. 

Thursday, Feb. 26, at the Rickshaw 
Stop. $12-$14; rickshawstop.com. 
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By Joe Fitzgerald Rodriguez 


Xbox 360, Xbox One, PC, Mac OS, iOS, 
Android 

Swords, sex, political intrigue, more 
swords. It’s no secret Game of Thrones is 
one of the most popular TV series on 
the almighty glow-box. But what may 
surprise you is how damn compelling 
the videogame version is in its own 
right. Iron From Ice debuted in Decem- 
ber, and it’s got a whopper of an ending 
we won't spoil here. Following developer 
Telltale’s choose-your-own-adventure 
formula, the game forces players to 
choose between, say, saving a squire or 
saving your own skin, or choosing dia- 
logue options that’ll stop Cersei Lannis- 
ter from ordering your untimely end. 
It’s like playing through an episode of 
the series, with your decisions shaping 
the outcome of the narrative. So unlike 
many games out there, Iron from Ice isn’t 
about your skill at jamming buttons, but 
about how well you navigate uncertain 
political waters. 

The game starts at the infamous 
“Red Wedding,” putting you in the 
bloodbath as Gared Tuttle, young 
squire to Lord Forrester. You'll also 
control two other characters, froma 
member of House Forrester to the Iron 
Throne itself. If that all sounds like 
gobbledygook, be warned: Iron From Ice 
is best enjoyed by those who have seen 
the series, offering a look at minor 
characters affected by the decisions of 
main characters like Tywin Lannister. 
The game uses Telltale’s episodic mod- 
el, telling its story over a season of six 
downloadable videogames. With five 
more episodes on the way, fans of the 
series should have much to look for- 
ward to: Winter is here. 


Mac OS, Windows, Ouya, iOS, Android 

As if Google hadn't taken over enough of 
San Francisco, now it’s taking over our 
videogames. Read Only Memories’ story 
is set in neo-San Francisco and centers 
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on a journalist investigating a Goo- 
gle-like corporation, which sounds more 
fun than writing articles about lost pup- 
pies all day. The allegorical story has hu- 
mans befriending adorable (yet creepy) 
robots known as ROMs. These constant 
robotic companions are your friends, 
but feed personal data back to their cor- 
porate masters (much like Facebook 
does today). Obviously, the next step af- 
ter Google Glass is a little corporate ro- 
bot buddy who knows you as intimately 
as a best friend. And it’s appropriate that 
Read Only Memories takes place in San 
Francisco, as the game purports to be 
one of the first to include a cast of queer 
and LGBT characters. Players can also 
define their own pronouns, as the game 
is filled with witty dialogue to respond 
to. Ademo is available now at Midboss. 
com, and the full game is slated for re- 
lease this year. 


Read Only Memories 
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PC, Mac, Linux, PlayStation 4 

You're spinning your wheels, stuck ina 
dead-end job, town, or relationship. 
You've reached the point where you need 
to move on, but don’t know how. Explor- 
ing that stage of life is the overarching 
aim of Night in the Woods, a beautiful and 
colorful side-scrolling adventure, coming 
in 2015. Though the game tackles deep 
questions, it does so in a way that only 
games can: You play as an anthropomor- 
phic cat, Mae, who just dropped out of 
college and moved back home to a min- 
ing town in the middle of nowhere. Be- 
cause shouldn't all life lessons be 
explored with adorable felines? 


Mac, PC, Linux 

You're trapped on Mars, with little air, no 
food, and no hope. With only your wits 
and some neat-o physics-bending tools, 
you must survive while hopefully also 
solving the disappearance of the first 
Earth spaceship to land on Mars, the 
Hermes. Lacuna Passage puts you in the 
space-boots of Jessica Rainer, the lone 
survivor of the downed Heracles space 
mission. Let your inner space-geek out 
and explore 25 square miles of Mars cre- 
ated with satellite-image accuracy — all 
while solving an interplanetary mystery. 


Mac, PC, iOS 
Potatoes need love too, okay? As Potato- 
man, you run, jump, and scurry in terror 
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in a wacky Mario-esque platformer. But 
Potatoman takes the platforming genre a 
step further, as dodging hatching chicks, 
flying trucks, and intelligent cacti can be 
as mind-bendingly puzzling as a game of 
chess. Only, you know, with potatoes 
seeking true enlightenment. Potatoman 
is rendered in a lovingly retro 8-bit style, 
much like Atari or Nintendo games of 
yore. Though it’s out on Mac and PC 
now, iOS users will get a taste of the 
TROOF in 2015. 


Mac, PC, iOS, Android, web browser 
Twine is not exactly a game, but instead, 
a platform for creating games. Using 
text entered into slides with branching 
connections, it’s never been easier to 
craft a narrative choose-your-own-ad- 
venture, ready for hosting (and playing) 
on the web. Expect a slew of text-based 
videogames to hit the inter-tubes in 
2015 as the development-democratizing 
Twine tool invites a new generation of 
game-makers into the fold. Download 
Twine, or conversely, fire it up in your 
web browser and craft a game online. 
With its simplicity, it’s no surprise that 
alternative voices have found a home. 
Some of the first games to come out af- 
ter Twine’s release centered on gay, les- 
bian, and transgender communities, 
people with nearly zero representation 
in videogames today. With Twine, maybe 
the next hit internet game can come 
from you. Make sure to include a spiffy 
SF Weekly journalist character. 
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Thu 1/8 | Action Drag 


CHAMPAGNE GOES DOWN 
SMOOTH... AND DEADLY 


On New Year’s Eve, impresarios Hek- 
lina and D'Arcy Drollinger reopened — 
and reimagined — the old Oasis as a 
custom-built drag wonderland (an out- 
let for every curling iron!). Heklina is 
best known for producing the eternal 
and much-adored Trannyshack (lovingly 
rebranded as Mother) while Drollinger 
has had fingers in everything from VH1 
Divas 2000 to the first Broadway pro- 
duction of Hairspray. Locally, 
Drollinger is better known for absurd 
stage adaptations of Roseanne and De- 
signing Women, as well as side-splitting 
originals like Project: Lohan and Above 
and Beyond the Valley of the Ultra Show- 
girls. The Oasis’ first revival is a per- 
sonal favorite: Drollinger’s Shit & 
Champagne, a send-up of 1970s ex- 
ploitation films, which follows a strip- 
per who finds true love, only to have it 
snatched away by a bloodthirsty crime 
syndicate. Intent on revenge, Cham- 
pagne must investigate, penetrate, and 
destroy using the only skills she has: 
kung fu, pole-dancing, pithy one-liners, 
and a hell of a lot of costume changes. 
This is the drag routine you never want 
to end. 

Shit & Champagne opens at 8 p.m. 
and runs through Wednesday at Oasis, 
298 11th St., S.F. $25; 985-4442 or 
sfoasis.com. Silke Tudor 
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Kung Fu 
Queen 
Shit & 
Champagne, 
Thursday 


Fri1/9| Art 


WHEN THEKKK 
IS YOUR PEN PAL 


When Christy Chan was 8, her family 
moved to a small town in rural Virginia. 
As a fluent English speaker, Chan rou- 
tinely translated the family mail — cou- 
pons, notes from school, and missives 
from the Ku Klux Klan. Chan’s family be- 






CL 


From Marceline to the Magic Kingdom, Walt 
Disney's fascination with trains influenced his 
personal life and work. Explore Walt’s railroading 
legacy with more than 200 artifacts, archival video, 
Vital e-\e{=¥m ©) ale) Kolele-] o)a\yar-]alemn\e)a diate mantore(=imae-lians 
that will take you on a journey through Walt’s 
personal collection, Disney films, and theme park 


Flauecled(elacmicelam-|coleracemaar-mivcelacen 


AllAboard:A Celebration of Walt’ Trains is produced by The Walt Disney Family Museum. 


Walt Disney, 1951; Collection of LOOK Magazine, photo by Earl Theisen; Courtesy of the Library of Congress; © 
Disney | The Walt Disney Family Museum? Disney Enterprises, Inc. | © 2014 The Walt Disney Family Museum | The 


Walt Disney Family Museum is not affiliated with Disney Enterprises, Inc. 
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came accustomed to aggressive solicita- 
tion from competing church groups. 
Letters from the KKK featured a cross on 
the letterhead — the town was filled with 
crosses — so Chan naturally began to 
wonder if everyone wearing a cross was 
in the KKK. For a school pen pal assign- 
ment, she decided to write to “The Wiz- 
ard.” She used glitter and occasionally 
sent stickers. The Wizard wrote back 
(though he never sent stickers). As an 
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adult, Chan has slowly unraveled this sur- 
real experience for Porchlight on NPR’s 
Snap Judgment. Currently, she is working 
ona movie, starring the incredibly natu- 
ral Alyssa Chin. In preparation, Chan cre- 
ated “Who's Coming to Save You,''a 
chilling video installation depicting 
Klansmen in everyday settings. She hired 
Miss Anne, a KKK seamstress, to make 
the robes. Conversations with Miss Anne 
will be re-enacted during the exhibit. 


“Who’s Coming to Save You” opens 
at noon and runs through Jan. 24 at 
Southern Exposure, 3030 20th St., S.F. 
Free; 863-2141 or soex.org. ST 


Mon 1/12 | True Crime 


LEGAL QUESTIONS 
BEHIND SERIAL PODCAST 


In 2000, Adnan Syed was convicted of 
murdering his 18-year-old ex-girlfriend, 
Hae Min Lee, and burying her in a shallow 
grave. Fourteen years later, This American 
Life producer Sarah Koenig pulled at loose 
threads in the case against Syed in the in- 
escapably popular podcast Serial. How did 
Koenig hear about Syed, who has stead- 
fastly maintained his innocence through 
two trials? From a friend of his family, law- 
yer Rabia Chaudry, who is sharing her 
thoughts in a Stanford Law School lecture 
titled Let’s Give Them Something To 
Talk About: What Serial Can Teach 
Us About Advocacy and the Media. 
Open to the general public, the discussion 
between Chaudry and John S. Knight 
Journalism Fellow Umbreen Bhatti is 
touching on the legal questions raised by 
Serial as well as the fate of Syed, who has 
an appeal hearing scheduled this month. 

The lecture starts 12:45 p.m. at 
Stanford Law School at 559 Nathan 
Abbott Way, Stanford. Free, regis- 
tration required; (650) 723-5905 or 
event.stanford.edu/events/479/47905. 
Giselle Velazquez 
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CALIFORNIA'S FINEST CASINO. o5 


FROM BAY TO PLAY IN 43 MINUTES. 


ROHNERT PARK @ 101 EXIT 484 
288 Golf Course Drive West | Rohnert Park, CA P 707.588.7100 GRATON 
Ey & GRATONRESORTCASINO.COM RESORT & CASINO” 


ACTUAL MAKES AND MODELS MAY VARY FROM THOSE SHOWN IN ADVERTISING. ACTIVATE YOUR ENTRIES BETWEEN 7:00PM AND 8:45PM. COMPLETE RULES AVAILABLE AT THE REWARDS CENTER. MUST BE 21 OR OLDER TO PARTICIPATE. 
MUST HAVE A GRATON REWARDS CARD AND VALID ID. MANAGEMENT RESERVES ALL RIGHTS. PLAY WITHIN YOUR LIMITS. IF YOU THINK YOU HAVE A GAMBLING PROBLEM, CALL 1-800-GAMBLER FOR HELP ©2015 GRATON RESORT & CASINO 
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Calendar listings are offered as a free service to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact Clubs and Calendar Editor John Graham by email 
(Calendar@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). To change 
an existing listing call 536-8147. Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following week's issue. Listings 
rotate regularly, as space allows. Our completel listings of local events - searchable by keyword, date, 


and genre - are available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


1AM Gallery. 1AM Revolution: Six-year-anniversary 
group show featuring Poesia, MadC, Bask, Does, 
Tes One, Mike “Bam” Tyau, Mark Bode, Pener, 
Ratur, Amanda Lynn, Mags, Monty Guy, and more. 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. 1000 Howard, S.F., 861- 
5089, lamsf.com. 

a.Muse Gallery. Hybrid: A Collage Show by Four Bay 
Area Artists: Featuring Ken Graves, John Hundt, 


MTT\CONDUCTS 
STRAVINSKY'S 


es 
TALL 


JANUARY 16-18 = TICKETS START AT $15* 






Catie O'Leary, and Vanessa Woods. Jan. 12-March 8. 
614 Alabama, S.F., 279-6281, yourmusegallery.com. 

Adobe Books. Gordon Winiemko: My Mission Play- 
ground: Jan. 9-Feb. 1. 3130 24th St., S.F., 864-3936, 
adobebooks.com. 

Alter Space. Matthew Gottschalk: This ls Where Home 
Is: New work in sculpture and video. Thursdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through Jan. 10. 1158 Howard, S.F., 


, Adesperate young soldier. A violin. And a deal with 
the devil. Music legend Elvis Costello narrates the 

_ thrilling story of Stravinsky's The Soldier's Tale with 
the SF Symphony. Plus, hear John Adams's delicate 


_ and dynamic Grand Pianola Music. 


Supported by 


SAN FRANCISCO 


ART WORKS. 
aris.gov 


BUY NOW FOR THE BEST SEATS 


NARRATED BY | 
ELVIS COSTELLO ~ 
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San Francisco Chronicle LEADERSHIP/CIRCLE : 
SFGate... 


"AKDFC 


735-1158, alterspace.co. 

Anthony Meier Fine Arts. Richard Hoblock: New 
Paintings: Starting Jan. 14. Tuesdays-Fridays. 
Continues through Feb. 13. 1969 California, S.F., 
351-1400, anthonymeierfinearts.com. 

Arc Gallery & Studios. They Are Full of Holy...: Catalog 
launch and group exhibition featuring Creativity 
Explored artists Laron Bickerstaff, Pablo Calderon, 
Camille Holvoet, Vincent Jackson, John Patrick 
McKenzie, and James Miles. Wednesdays, Thursdays, 
Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 10. 1246 Folsom, 
S.F., 298-7969, arc-sf.com. 

Bash Contemporary. Pop Thrills: Four person show 
featuring Chris Leib, M.J. Lindo, Yosiell Lorenzo, and 
Adrienne Simms. Starting Jan. 10. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through Feb. 7. 210 Golden Gate, 
S.F., 926-8573, bashcontemporary.com. 

Berkeley Art Center. HERE: The 2014 BAC Artists 
Annual, Part II: Featuring Mariet Braakman , Afton 
Love, Amy Nathan, Joyce Nojima, and Sabine 
Reckewell. Starting Jan. 10. Wednesdays-Sundays. 


fof. 











SYMPHONY — sFSYMPHONY.ORG (415) 864-6000 


MICHAEL TILSON THOMAS - MUSIC DIRECTOR 


: Concerts at Davies Symphony Hall. 

: Programs, artists, and prices subject to change. 
: *Subject to availability. 

: Box Office Hours Mon-Fri 10am-6pm, 


: Sat noon-6pm, Sun 2 hours prior to concerts 
: Walk Up Grove St between Van Ness and Franklin 
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Continues through Feb. 8. 1275 Walnut, Berkeley, 
510-644-6893, berkeleyartcenter.org. 

Berkeley City College. Student Art Show: Fall 2014: 
Inthe Jerry Adams Gallery. Mondays-Fridays. Con- 
tinues through Jan. 23. 2050 Center St., Berkeley, 
510-981-2800, berkeleycitycollege.edu. 

Brian Gross Fine Art. Andrea Way: Off the Grid: Recent 
works on paper. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Feb. 28. 248 Utah, S.F., 788-1050, brian- 
grossfineart.com. 

Campfire Gallery. Cindy Steiler & Amber Jean Young: 
Vestiges: Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Contin- 
ues through Jan. 11. 3344 24th St., S.F., 800-7319, 
campfiregallery.com. 

Catharine Clark Gallery. Garble: Group show featuring 
Sandow Birk, Anthony Discenza, Charles Gute, Nina 
Katchadourian, LigoranoReese, Walter Robinson, and 
John Slepian. Starting Jan. 10. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Feb. 14. 248 Utah, S.F., 399-1439, 
cclarkgallery.com. 

City Limits. Making Space: Flat Files Program Launch: 
Group show featuring Sarah Hotchkiss, Mary Anne 
Kluth, David Lasley, Jodie Mack, Sam Mell, and John 
Zane Zappas. Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 
10. 300 Jefferson, Oakland, citylimitsgallery.com. 

David Brower Center. Art/Act: Maya Lin: Exhibition 
featuring recent sculptures by the environmentally 
minded Bay Area artist. Mondays-Fridays, Sundays. 
Continues through Feb. 4. 2150 Allston Way, Berkeley, 
510-809-0900, browercenter.org. 

Dolby Chadwick Gallery. Sherie’ Franssen: The 
Gorgeous Nothings: New abstract paintings. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 210 
Post, S.F., 956-3560, dolbychadwickgallery.com. 

Dolores Park Cafe. Walt Hall: Through Feb. 5. 501 
Dolores, S.F., 621-2936, doloresparkcafe.com. 

The Dryansky Gallery. Jilian Adi Monribot: Facets 
- The Mystery of Self: Wednesdays-Sundays. Con- 
tinues through Jan. 15. 2120 Union, S.F., 932-9302, 
thedryansky.com. 

Eleanor Harwood Gallery. Francesca Pastine: Totem: 
Hand-cut magazine manipulations and archival prints 
on paper. Starting Jan. 10. Wednesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Feb. 21. 1295 Alabama, S.F., 867- 
7770, eleanorharwood.com. 

The Emerald Tablet. Quiet Lightning: SPARKLE & 
bLINK: Exhibition of cover art from Quiet Lightning's 
SPARKLE & bDLINK lit journal, including artwork by 
Todd T. Brown, Adam Carlin, Fuzz Grant, Tanya Hollis, 
Laura Ceron Melo, Luis Pinto, Wesley Powell, Maga 
Rincon, Sidney Stretz, Nigel Sussman, and Cate 
White. Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Jan. 31. 80 Fresno, S.F., 500-2323, emtab.org. 

Et al.. Lauren Marsden: 5 Types in 3 Parts: Five fictional 
archetypes — The Seasonal Bachelor, The Frisky 
Entrepreneur, The Sociopathic Gentleman, The 
Affectionate Drug Dealer, and The Son of a Dead 
Rock Star — are made flesh via collaborations with 
actors, a typographer, and an SFPD composite artist. 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 16. 
620 Kearny, S.F., 269-4873, etaletc.com. 

Fifty24SF Gallery. Sam Flores: A Light in the Darkness: 
New paintings. Wednesdays-Sundays. 252 Fillmore, 
S.F., 252-9144, fifty24sf.com. 

Fraenkel Gallery. The Plot Thickens: 35th Anniversary 
Exhibition: 100-photograph group show. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 49 Geary, 


Thu 1/8 | Comedy 


OUR MAN GODFREY 


S.F., 981-2661, fraenkelgallery.com. 

Gallery 16. Reed Anderson: House of Yes: Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 17. 501 
Third St., S.F., 626-7495, gallery16.com. 

Gallery Wendi Norris. Eva Schlegel: Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through Jan. 9. Helen Rebekah 
Garber: Numbers: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Jan. 9. 161 Jessie, S.F., 346-7812, gallery- 
wendinorris.com. 

Gauntlet Gallery. 2-Year Anniversary Group Show: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 14. 
1040 Larkin, S.F., 590-2303, gauntletgallery.com. 

Goethe-Institut. The Other Worlds of Werner Herzog: 
Multimedia exhibition dedicated to the (in)famous 
German film director. Starting Jan. 14. Mondays-Fri- 
days. Continues through Feb. 13. 530 Bush, S.F., 
263-8760, goethe.de/ins/us/saf/enindex.htm. 

Gregory Lind Gallery. Off the Shelf: Mass-Market 
Multiples: Objects from the collection of Lawrence 
Banka and Judith Gordon. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Jan. 31. 49 Geary, S.F., 296-9661, 
gregorylindgallery.com. 

Harvey Milk Photography Center. Fred Lyon: Photog- 
raphy: Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 10. 
50 Scott, S.F., 554-9522, harveymilkphotocenter.org. 

Hosfelt Gallery. Andrew Schoultz: Blown to Bits: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 24. 260 
Utah, S.F., 495-5454, hosfeltgallery.com. 

Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Director's Pick: Group show 
featuring 12 established gallery artists, plus intro- 
ductory works by Melanie Pullen and Lavender Wolf. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 464 
Sutter, S.F., 677-0770, jenkinsjohnsongallery.com. 

Johansson Projects. Jennie Ottinger: Letters to the 
Predator: Starting Jan. 10. Thursdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Feb. 28. 2300 Telegraph, Oakland, 
510-444-9140, johanssonprojects.com. 

Luna Rienne Gallery. The Affordable Art Series: 
Group show featuring 10x10" works by 23 urban 
contemporary artists. Mondays, Thursdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 27. 3318 22nd St., S.F., 647- 
5888, lunarienne.com. 

Mark Wolfe Contemporary Art. Sarah Thibault: 
Staycation: New paintings. Starting Jan. 9. Tues- 
days-Fridays. Continues through Feb. 27. 1 Sutter 
Ste. 300, S.F., 369-9404, wolfecontemporary.com. 

Mezzanine Gallery. Philippe Jestin: Pour Lines: 
Through Jan. 13. 342 Grant, S.F., 394-0500, ho- 
teltriton.com. 

Modern Eden. Platinum Blend: 30+ artist group show 
curated by Stephanie Chefas of Platinum Cheese. 
Starting Jan. 10. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Jan. 31. facebook.com/PlatinumCheese. 
801 Greenwich, S.F., 956-3303, moderneden.com. 

Modernbook Gallery. Fan Ho: A Hong Kong Memoir: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 49 
Geary, S.F., 732-0300, modernbook.com. 

Modernism. Gottfried Helnwein: Of Mice & Children: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 10. 685 
Market, S.F., 541-0461, modernisminc.com. 

Pier 14. Flaming Lotus Girls: Soma: The large-scale 
metal sculptors of Burning Man fame present their 
latest work — a twisting neural form featuring 
interactive LED light patterns — on outdoor display. 
Through July 1. Embarcadero at Mission, S.F., N/A. 

Pier 24 Photography. Secondhand: Group show fea- 
turing more than a dozen artists who rework a wide 


Pity poor comedian Godfrey. He hasa recurring role on the FX network’s hit 


show Louie. He has his own Comedy Central special, Black by Accident. He currently 
stars on truT V’s Upload with Shaquille O’Neal, a clip show in which Godfrey and fel- 
low comedian Gary Owen trade humorous quips about funny internet videos with 
a 7-foot-1 basketball commentator. All that, and he doesn’t even have a last name, 
or even just two initials to rub together like his buddy Louis C.K. Maybe that’s how 
they roll in Lincoln, Nebraska, his hometown, but it’s just unfortunate. 

Godfrey hits the stage at 8 p.m. and keeps going until Sunday at Cobb’s 
Comedy Club, 915 Columbus Ave., S.F. $18.50-$23.50; 928-4320 or cobb- 
scomedyclub.com. Giselle Velazquez 
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Fri1/9 | Sex Ed 


FUNNY HOO-HA 


Sex and hysterical laughter are 
both pretty great, but combining 
the two has historically produced 
mixed results. Try consulting Just 
the Tips, a tongue-in-many- 
cheeks guide to sex, or just ask 
co-author Chip Zdarsky at the 
book’s launch party at Good Vibra- 
tions (where else, really?). Zdarsky 
and Matt Fraction’s compilation of 
humorous how-to’s, don’t-do’s and 
what-the-hecks was born in the let- 
ters section of their steamy comic 
book series Sex Criminals, which 
was nominated for two 2014 Eisner 
Awards. The guide may be funny, 
but the advice is pretty undeniable: 
“You unlock many more back doors 
with a finger than with a fist.’ — 
Ancient Common Fucking Sense.” 

The party for Just the Tips 
starts at 6 p.m. at Good Vibra- 
tions, 603 Valencia St., S.F. Free; 
503-9522 or goodvibes.com. 
Giselle Velazquez 


variety of found images. Mondays-Fridays. Continues 
through May 1. Pier 24, S.F., 512-7424, pier24.org. 

Pop's Bar. 24 & York: Launch party and photo show 
featuring Beryl Fine, Chris Brennan, Marcel Turner, 
and Noah Cunningham. Fri., Jan. 9, 9 p.m. 2800 24th 
St., S.F., 872-5160, popssf.com. 

RayKo Photo Center. Rubi Lebovitch: Home Sweet 
Home: In the main gallery. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Feb. 1. Provence: A Photographic 
Journey: In the side gallery. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Feb. 1. 428 Third St., S.F., 495- 
3773, raykophoto.com. 

Robert Koch Gallery. Debra Bloomfield: Wilderness: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 49 
Geary, S.F., 421-0122, kochgallery.com. 

Robert Tat Gallery. Twenty Favorite Photographs: 
Group show featuring works by Roy Blakey, Imogen 
Cunningham, Walker Evans, Aaron Siskind, Ralph 
Steiner, and more. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Feb. 28. 49 Geary, Ste. 410, S.F., 781-1122, 
roberttat.com. 

Root Division Pop-Up Gallery. Living with Endangered 
Languages in the Information Age: 30 artist group 
show curated by Hanna Regev and focusing on 
the decline of global linguistic diversity. Wednes- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 1059 
Market, S.F., 863-7668, rootdivision.org. 

San Francisco Main Library. Light Walk: Bob Miller and 
the Exploratorium: Through Feb. 5. 100 Larkin, S.F., 
557-4400, sfpl.org. 

Sandra Lee Gallery. 2015 New Year Group Exhibition: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 251 
Post, S.F., 291-8000, sandraleegallery.com. 

Scott Nichols Gallery. Group f.64: Founders & Follow- 
ers: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 28. 
49 Geary, S.F., 788-4641, scottnicholsgallery.com. 

Scott Richards Contemporary Art. David Michael 
Smith: Florilegium: New allegorical figurative 
paintings. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Jan. 31. 251 Post, S.F., 788-5588, srcart.com. 

SF Camerawork. Kerry Mansfield: Aftermath: Wednes- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 24. Michael 
Shindler with Help Each Other Out: Seeing Through 
- Stories About Cancer & Connection: Wednes- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 24. 1011 Mar- 
ket St. 2nd Floor, S.F., 487-1011, sfcamerawork.org. 

SFMOMA Artists Gallery (Fort Mason, Bidg. A). 
Catherine Richardson: Recent oil and mixed-me- 
dia paintings. Starting Jan. 10. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through Feb. 19. Sandra Russell: 
Large-scale color field pieces. Starting Jan. 10. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 19. J. 


28 | JANUARY 8-14, 2015 | 


Nick Taylor: Felled wood sculptures. Starting Jan. 
10. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 19. 
2 Marina Boulevard, S.F., 441-4777, sfmoma.org. 

Shooting Gallery. The Winter Group Show: Featuring 
Helen Bayly, Adam Caldwell, Jet Martinez, Lauren 
Napolitano, Ferris Plock, and many more. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 13. 886 
Geary, S.F., 931-1500, shootinggallerysf.com. 

SOMArts Cultural Center. Glamorgeddon: The Specta- 
cle: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 4. 
934 Brannan, S.F., 863-1414, somarts.org. 

Southern Exposure. Sets: A series of two-week proj- 
ects featuring process-based video and performance 
work, including Christy Chan's “Who's Coming to Save 
You” (Jan. 9-24), Chris Kallmyer’s “‘Los Angeles De- 
partment of Weather Modification: Northern Bureau” 
(Jan. 29-Feb. 14), and Olivia Mole’s “YOGAFLOGOGO” 
(Feb. 21-March 7), plus special events. Starting Jan. 
9. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 7. 
3030 20th St., S.F., 863-2141, soex.org. 

Spoke Art Gallery. The Fourth Annual Supersonic 
Invitational: 50+ artist group show curated by Zach 
Tutor of the Supersonic art blog. Starting Jan. 10. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. su- 
personicart.com/s4. 816 Sutter, S.F., spoke-art.com. 

Traywick Contemporary. Ken Fandell: A Desert That 
Faces an Ocean: Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Jan. 17. 895 Colusa, Berkeley, 510-527-1214, 
traywick.com. 

Vessel Gallery. Notions of Romance: Group show 
featuring David Burke, Gordon Glasgow, Thekla 
Hammond, Diana Hobson, Kevan Jenson, Walter 
James Mansfield, Cyrus Tilton, and Sanjay Vora. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 14. 471 
25th St., Oakland, 510-893-8800, vessel-gallery.com. 

Vorres Gallery. Vorres Gallery Holiday Exhibition: 
Featuring painting, sculpture, and textiles by Rea 
de Guzman, Alan Firestone, and Catherine Woskow. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 24. 3681 
Sacramento, S.F., 423-4345, vorresgallery.com. 

White Walls Gallery. 12''x12" Squared: Paintings by 
John Felix Arnold, Greg Gossel, Chad Hasegawa, 
Joshua Petker, Adam Lister, t.w.five, Alex Ziv, and 
more. Through Jan. 13. 886 Geary, S.F., 931-1500, 
whitewallssf.com. 


BURLESQUE 


Bombshell Betty & Her Burlesqueteers: Get bawdy 
at this monthly burlesque performance with music 
provided by Fromagique. Second Tuesday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $10, bombshellbetty.net. Elbo Room, 
647 Valencia, S.F., 552-7788, elbo.com. 

Burlesque in YOUR Neck of the Woods: The Richmond 
gets Red Hot(s) with Dottie Lux and company. 
Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10-$20, redhotsburlesque.com. 
Neck of the Woods, 406 Clement, S.F., 387-6343, 
neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Hubba Hubba Revue: Warrior Women: Amazonian 
spitfires take no prisoners at this month's show 
featuring Vienna La Rouge, The Sizzling Sirens, 
Cola Claret, Lyra Levin, Amberetta, Kara Nova, The 
Mermaid Atlantis, and more. Fri., Jan. 9, 9:30 p.m., 
$15-$30, hubbarevue.com. DNA Lounge, 375 Tith St., 
S.F., 626-1409, dnalounge.com. 

Little Minsky’s Burlesque & Variety Show: This 


Sat 1/10 | Theater 


LOVE IN THE STIRRUPS 


_ 


Sat 1/10 | Cinema 


MMM... NIGHTMARE FUEL 





Hey there, morally dubious parent! Want to take your barely-teething tyke to see 
a creepy dude enslave a race of tiny people and “disappear” several young chil- 
dren at his edible pleasure palace? Splendid news! Willy Wonka & the Choco- 
late Factory (1971) is this week’s selection at Popcorn Palace. The Balboa 
Theatre’s ongoing film series promises a cool place for families to watch cool 
movies without drawing death glares from roving packs of child-hating film 
snobs. One dead Alexander Hamilton buys a popcorn, a drink, and the chance to 
see Gene Wilder go batshit crazy on one seriously messed-up boat ride. 

Willy Wonka & the Chocolate Factory starts at 10 a.m. at the Balboa Theatre 
at 3630 Balboa St., S.F. $10; 221-8184 or cinemasf.com/balboa. GV 


monthly Vaudeville revival brings a jazzier vibe to 
the hippie Haight. Second Thursday of every month, 
9 p.m., $5, facebook.com/groups/137641760092. 
Club Deluxe, 1511 Haight, S.F., 552-6949. 

Mischief: Monthly burlesque and variety show featuring 
Hunny Bunny and Her Hot Toddies. Second Friday of 
every month, 8 p.m., free, hunnybunnyburlesque. 
com. Skylark Bar, 3089 16th St., S.F., 621-9294, 
skylarkbar.com. 

Monday Night Hubba: Oakland's loss is San Francisco's 
gain as the closure of the Uptown Nightclub means 
Hubba Hubba Revue’s weekly burlesque show moves 
to SOMA on Monday nights. Mondays, 9 p.m., $7-S12, 
hubbarevue.com. DNA Lounge, 375 ith St., S.F., 
626-1409, dnalounge.com. 

Red Hots Burlesque: Dottie Lux has led these weekly 
shimmy showcases since 2008. Fridays, 7:30 p.m., 
$5-S10, redhotsburlesque.com. El Rio, 3158 Mission, 
S.F., 282-3325, elriosf.com. 


COMEDY 


Answer Me!: Matt Gubser, Richard Toomer, DJ Real, and 
Imran G test their wits as well as their witticisms at 
this comedy show disguised as a trivia contest. Sun., 
Jan. 11, 8 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valen- 


Mary (Maria Leigh) and Crick (Brian Martin) are married-with-child and living out- 
side Pittsburgh. Red (Lauren Preston) is a lady cowboy — as Red emphasizes, she is 
no cowgirl. Red teaches Mary how to handle a horse, and several lives get taken for a 
ride in Custom Made Theatre Co.’s drama Late: A Cowboy Song. New York play- 
wright Sarah Ruhl is reuniting with San Francisco’s Custom Made after 2013's Eury- 
dice, which reaped several Bay Area Theatre Critics Circle awards in its sold-out run. 
Ruhl — who created the Tony-nominated In the Next Room (or The Vibrator Play), 
and whose accolades also include a MacArthur Fellowship and Pulitzer Prize nomi- 
nation — sets her trained eye on love, gender, and poetry in the trail-dusted Late. 
Late: A Cowboy Song’s sold-out opener starts at 8 p.m. and the play runs 
through Feb. 1 at the Gough Street Playhouse, 1620 Gough St., S.F. $20-$50; 


798-2682 or custommade.org. GV 
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cia, S.F., 643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Ari Shaffir: Through Jan. 10, $18.50-$23.50 advance. 
Punch Line, 444 Battery, S.F., 397-7573, punchline- 
comedyclub.com. 

Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ local 
comedy showcase. Fridays, 10 p.m., $5, brownpap- 
ertickets.com/event/559273. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

Big City Improv: Actors take audience suggestions 
and create comedy from nothing. Fridays, 10 p.m., 
$20; $15, bigcityimprov.com. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

Blush! Comedy in the Castro: Featuring Shanti Charan, 
Ryan Cronin, Mike Olson, Lydia Popovich, Stefani 
Silverman, and Kurt Weitzman. Wed., Jan. 14, 8 
p.m., free, facebook.com/BlushComedy. Blush! Wine 
Bar, 476 Castro, S.F., 558-0893, blushwinebar.com. 

The Business: Bucky Sinister, David Gborie, Nato Green, 
Natasha Muse, and Jules Posner have moved offices 
once again, now bringing their alternative comedy to 
Polk Gulch every Friday evening. Fridays, 7:30 p.m., 
$10, facebook.com/thebusinesscomedy. Hemlock 
Tavern, 1131 Polk, S.F., 923-0923, hemlocktavern.com. 

Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen, Eloisa Bravo, and 
Scott Simpson offer comedians (and audiences) a 
chance to unburden their minds at this regular night 
of stand-up. Saturdays, 10 p.m., $10, cttcomedy. 
com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, 
sheltontheater.com. 

Comedy Blast: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi and 
guests. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., free, dannydechi.com. 
Neck of the Woods, 406 Clement, S.F., 387-6343, 
neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony Sparks. 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., free; free. BrainWash Cafe & Laun- 
dromat, 1122 Folsom, S.F., 861-3663, brainwash.com. 

Cup o’ Comedy: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi and 
guests. Second and Fourth Thursday of every month, 
7p.m., free, dannydechi.com. Emma's Coffeehouse, 
5549 Geary, S.F., 933-6632. 

Cynic Cave (Friday): Kevin O'Shea hosts stand-up by 
Jabari Davis, Joselyn Hughes, Marcelo Maldonado, 
Chad Opitz, and Mimi Vilmenay. Fri., Jan. 9, 8:30 
p.m., $10. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 
643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Cynic Cave (Saturday): George Chen and Kevin 
O'Shea host stand-up by Johnny Taylor, Joselyn 
Hughes, and more. Sat., Jan. 10, 8 p.m., $10. Lost 


Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F.,643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the Un- 
Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 p.m. 
Continues through Feb. 28, $15. Un-Scripted Theater, 
533 Sutter, S.F., un-scripted.com. 

Date Talk Live: Join hosts Cheryl White and Ira Summer 
for a live comedy podcast recording as they attempt 
to dissect the vagaries of dating, love, and other 
tragedies of modern life. Sat., Jan. 10, 7:30 p.m., $15 
(includes one drink), facebook.com/datetalk. Kells 
lrish Restaurant & Bar, 530 Jackson, S.F., 955-1916, 
kellsirish.com. 

Doc’s Comedy Open Mic: Comedy returns to the 
North Beach space formerly occupied by landmark 
nightclub The Purple Onion — and this weekly open 
mic means that you, too, can share the same 
stage where Lenny Bruce once stood. Mondays, 7 
p.m., free. Doc’s Lab, 124 Columbus, S.F., 649-6191, 
docslabsf.com. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m., free, du- 
elingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish House, 
243 O'Farrell St., S.F., 954-0777, johnnyfoleys.com. 

Godfrey: Jan. 8-11, $18.50-$23.50 advance. Cobb's 
Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, S.F., 928-4320, cobb- 
scomedy.com. 

Godfrey's Reality Check & Talent Extravaganza: A 
wacky talent showcase with host Meredith Godfrey. 
Second Saturday of every month, 8 p.m., free. The 
Hearth, 4701 Geary Blvd., S.F., 751-0200. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, S.F., 
431-4278, harveyssf.com. 

#HellaHustle Showcase: Weekly comedy presented 
by True Hustle Entertainment. Wednesdays, 7 
p.m., truehustleentertainment.com. BrainWash 
Cafe & Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, S.F., 861-3663, 
brainwash.com. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m., free. 
The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510-834-1517, 
oaklandlayover.com. 

Learn from Me: Comedy showcase featuring Doug 
Ferrari, Torio Van Grol, Jane Harrison, Kevin Munroe, 
and Joey Avery. Thu., Jan. 8, 8 p.m., $8-$10. Doc's 
Lab, 124 Columbus, S.F., 649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

Mark Curry: Mon., Jan. 12, 8 p.m., $23. Yoshi's Oak- 
land, 510 Embarcadero W., Oakland, 510-238-9200, 
yoshis.com. 

Melt the Mic: Free comedy night produced by Griffin 
Daley. Mondays, 8 p.m., free, griffindaley.com. Melt!, 
700 Columbus, S.F., 392-9290, www.melt-cafe.com. 

Milkin’ It!; Local and national comics hosted by Jules 
Posner. Second and Third Tuesday of every month, 
8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, S.F., 387-6455, 
milksf.com. 

The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up comedy 
showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Kate Willett, Trevor 
Hill, and Jessica Sele. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10, mission- 
positionlive.com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, 
S.F., 643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Monday Happy Hour Comedy: Cara Tramontano 
hosts this free monthly stand-up showcase. Second 
Monday of every month, 7 p.m., free/donation, 
mondayhappyhourcomedy.com. The Royale, 800 
Post, S.F., 441-4099, theroyalesf.com. 

Mortified: Storytelling series where authors perform 
works from their own teenage journals, poems, 
schoolwork, and other embarrassing youth para- 
phernalia. Second Friday of every month, 7:30 p.m., 
$15-$21, getmortified.com. DNA Lounge, 375 tith St., 
S.F., 626-1409, dnalounge.com. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night with 
Nightlife on Mars (hosted by Ryan Cronin) plus 
guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., free, nightlifeonmars. 
com. Murphy's Pub, 217 Kearny St., S.F., 693-9588. 

OMFG: Weekly comedy open mic. Tuesdays, 7 p.m., free. 
OMG, 43 Sixth St., S.F., 896-6374, clubomgsf.com. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Weekly comedy 
podcast with host Pam Benjamin and a live au- 
dience. Fridays, 8-11 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
PamtasticsComedyClubhouse. Mutiny Radio, 2781 
21st St., S.F., mutinyradio.fm. 

The People Under the Stairs: Monthly comedy 
showcase with Jules Posner, Aviva Siegel, and 
guests. Second Monday of every month, 8 p.m., $5. 
Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 643-3373, 
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www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Mark Pitta & Friends: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., $16-$26. 142 
Throckmorton Theatre, 142 Throckmorton, Mill 
Valley, 383-9600, 142throckmortontheatre.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: New Talent Showcase: 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 7 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, S.F., kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Purple Onion All-Stars: 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 8:15 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, S.F., kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: The Later Show: Wednes- 
days, Thursdays, 10 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, purple- 
onionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 
Jackson, S.F., kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion Presents: Ira Summer: Fri., Jan. 9, 
7:30 p.m., $15, (415) 921-2051, purpleonionatkells. 
com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 Jackson, 
S.F., kellsirish.com. 

Rock n Roll Comedy Jam: Featuring music by Medicine 
Bug and comedy by Affirmative Action Heroes, plus 
guests. Thursdays, 8 p.m., free before 9:30 p.m. 
Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, S.F., 387-6455, milksf.com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvisational 
theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., $17-$20, im- 
provsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, S.F., 
433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

S.F. Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local laugh- 
makers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch Line, 444 
Battery, S.F., 397-7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

The Something Something Shindig: Second Monday 
of every month, 8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, 
S.F., 387-6455, milksf.com. 

Storking Comedy: Weekly stand-up routines followed 
by bonus interview segments. Thursdays, 6:30 
p.m., free, facebook.com/SylvanProductions. Stork 
Club, 2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-444-6174, 
storkcluboakland.com. 

The Sufficient Comedy Show: Your free weekly chance 
to laugh in the Marina (instead of at it). Thursdays, 
8:30 p.m., free, facebook.com/cometclubcomedy. 
Comet Club, 3111 Fillmore, S.F., 567-5589. 

The Tabernacle: Weekly comedy congregation with 
Matt Lieb, Torio Van Grol, Steve Post, and guests. 
Wednesdays, 8 p.m., $5. Dark Room Theater, 2263 


Sat 1/10 | Literature 


BUILDING A POEM 


Architecture and poetry may seem 
like warring disciplines, but they 
both start with a pen and an idea. Po- 
et-architect Murray Silverstein and 
Baltimore poet-artist Dora Malech 
are trying to bridge the gap with The 
Architecture of Poetry, a read- 
ing that’s pulling double duty as the 
inaugural benefit for the Studio One 
Reading Series, a monthly celebra- 
tion of poetry for the people. Along 
with showcasing Silverstein’s latest 
book of poetry, Master of Leaves by 
Sixteen Rivers Press, a VIP tea talk 
held at a home he designed is a brick- 
and-mortar demonstration of his 
other passion. As the Oakland poet 
describes it: “As we might say of a 
beautiful space, it captures light, so 
we mnay say of a stanza with the ring 
of truth, it stops time, captures it, 
stops it in its tracks.” 

The VIP tea talk starts at 3 
p.m. at 3 Doris Place, Berkeley, 
and the main presentation is at 5 
p.m. at the Studio One Art Center 
at 365 45th St., Berkeley; $30- 
$100; studioonereadingseries. 
blogspot.com. GV 
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Mission, S.F., 401-7987, darkroomsf.com. 

Tig Notaro: Show postponed from November 18, 2014; 
all original tickets honored. Sat., Jan. 10, 8 p.m., 
$25. Palace of Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon, S.F., 567-6642, 
palaceoffinearts.org. 

Tom Rhodes: Jan. 14-17, $16-$22 advance. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, S.F., 397-7573, punchlinecom- 
edyclub.com. 

Troubled: With Rajeev Dhar and friends. Tuesdays, 
6:30-9 p.m., free, troubledcomedy.tumbir.com. 
Amnesia, 853 Valencia, S.F., 970-0012, amnesi- 
athebar.com. 

The Vice Principals of Comedy: Tue., Jan. 13, 8 p.m., 
$15 advance. Punch Line, 444 Battery, S.F., 397-7573, 
punchlinecomedyclub.com. 


DANCE = 
PERFORMANCES 

Fresh Festival 2015: Now in its fifth year, ALTERNA- 
TIVA’s annual festival features creative work and 
workshops by a broad spectrum of experimental 
dance makers who contribute to the wacky intel- 
lectual milieu that characterizes our fair region, 
including Mary Armentrout, Christine Bonansea, 
Debby Kajiyama, Keith Hennessy, and Sara Shelton 
Mann. These three weekends of performances at 
the Joe Goode Annex are an opportunity to get 
familiar with the unfamiliar. Fridays, Saturdays, 
8 p.m. Continues through Jan. 17, $15-$25, fresh- 
festival.org. Joe Goode Annex, 401 Alabama, S.F., 
561-6565, joegoode.org. 

Mision Flamenca: Monthly live flamenco music and 
dance performances. Second Saturday of every 
month, 7:30 p.m., facebook.com/mision.flamenca. 
Bissap Baobab, 3372 19th St., S.F., 826-9287, biss- 
apbaobab.com. 

Shen Yun Performing Arts 2015: The United States- 
based ensemble performs its popular annual tribute 
to the traditional dance and music of China. Thu., 
Jan. 8, 7:30 p.m.; Fri., Jan. 9, 2 p.m.; Sat., Jan. 10, 2 
& 7:30 p.m.; Sun., Jan. 11, 2 p.m., $60-$280 advance, 
shenyun.com. War Memorial Opera House, 301 Van 
Ness, S.F., 864-3330, sfwmpac.org. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


Amber Benson: Tinseltown hipsters aren't the only 
thing you'll need to worry about when the former 
Buffy the Vampire Slayer actress unveils some 
supernatural secrets about L.A. in her latest novel, 
The Witches of Echo Park. Fri., Jan. 9, 7 p.m., free. 
Borderlands Books, 866 Valencia, S.F., 824-8203, 
borderlands-books.com. 

Anne Evers Hitz: Peel back the layers of time to see 
what shopping at the corner of Market & Fifth Street 
used to be like in Emporium Department Store, the 
local author's look at the huge commerce center 
that now houses the Westfield mall. Wed., Jan. 14, 
6 p.m., $15. Mechanics’ Institute Library, 57 Post, 
S.F., 393-0100, milibrary.org. 

Eddie Muller: With this year's Noir City film festival 
lurking just around the corner, the Bay Area’s 
foremost authority on vintage movies involving 
dames, shamuses, and shady deals focuses his 
sights on a 1950 crime classic in Gun Crazy: The 
Origin of American Outlaw Cinema. Sat., Jan. 10, 7 
p.m., free. Books Inc./Alameda, 1344 Park, Alameda, 
510-522-2226, booksinc.net. 

Fightin’ Words Book Launch: Elmaz Abinader, Jack & 
Adelle Foley, Jack Hirschman, Margo Perin, Ishmael 
Reed, Tennessee Reed, and A.D. Winans give voice to 
Fightin’ Words: 25 Years of Provocative Poetry and 
Prose from “The Blue-Collar PEN,’ a new Heyday 
Books anthology. Thu., Jan. 8, 6 p.m., free, heyday- 
books.com/event. Main Library, Koret Auditorium, 
100 Larkin, S.F., 557-4595, sfpl.org. 

First Annual Bay Area Sex Culture Book Fair: Adobe, 
Mission Control, and Belle Sf magazine co-present 
a day of erotic book release celebrations, readings, 
workshops, talks, vendors, info tables, and more, 
all hosted by local sex activist and author Polly 
Superstar. Sat., Jan. 10, 4-10 p.m., $5-$15 sliding 
scale. Adobe Books, 3130 24th St., S.F., 864-3936, 
adobebooks.com. 

Flash Fiction Collective: Get a quick start to the new 
year with novellas-in-flash authors Chris Bower, Meg 
Pokrass, and Aaron Teel, all of whom contributed to 


the Rose Metal Press anthology My Very End of the 
Universe. Thu., Jan. 8, 8 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
flashfictioncollective. Bird & Beckett, 653 Chenery, 
S.F., 586-3733, birdbeckett.com. 

I Didn't See That Coming: S. Bear Bergman presents 
an evening of “ridiculous, cringe-worthy, delightful, 
ribald, totally queer and trans stories.” Fri., Jan. 9, 
8 p.m., $20 suggested donation, sbearbergman. 
com. Center for Sex & Culture, 1349 Mission, S.F., 
902-2071, sexandculture.org. 

Inaugural Studio One Reading Series Benefit: The 
Architecture of Poetry: This monthly East Bay 
celebration of poetry for the people — which has 
held regular events since 2008 — hosts its first 
ever fundraising reception with readings by Murray 
Silverstein and Dora Malech. Sat., Jan. 10, 5 p.m., 
$30 (includes food & drink), studioonereadingseries. 
blogspot.com. Studio One Art Center, 365 45th St., 
Oakland, 510-597-5027. 

Just the Tips Book Party: Author Chip Zdarsky 
shares Just the Tips, the compilation of humorous 
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sexual how-to's, don’t-do’s, and what-the-hecks 
he co-penned with Matt Fraction, his partner in the 
award-winning comix series Sex Criminals. Fri., Jan. 
9,6 p.m., free. Good Vibrations, 603 Valencia, S.F., 
522-5460, goodvibes.com. 

Left Coast Writers: Monthly readings by members 
of the LCW literary community. Second Monday of 
every month, 6 p.m., free, leftcoastwriters.com. 
Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, S.F., 835-1020, 
bookpassage.com. 

Monika Trobits: The local historian guides you on a 
reading tour of the 19th century Bay Area in her 
new book, Antebellum and Civil War San Francisco: 
A Western Theater for Northern & Southern Politics. 
Thu., Jan. 8, 7 p.m., free, sanfranciscojourneys.com. 
Books Inc./Opera Plaza, 601 Van Ness, S.F., 776-1111, 
booksinc.net. 

The Moth StorySLAM: Dan Kennedy hosts this monthly 
gathering of raconteurs at which 10 volunteers 
are randomly chosen to tell a five-minute tale. 
Second Monday of every month, 7 p.m., $8-$16, 





themoth.org. Rickshaw Stop, 155 Fell, S.F., 861-2011, 
rickshawstop.com. 

Poets & Writers ((Live)): San Francisco - Inspiration: 
A“poetry keynote” by former U.S. Poet Laureate Kay 
Ryan and a multidisciplinary performance featuring 
Joyce Carol Oates bookend (pun intended) this 
daylong conference dedicated to writerly creativity 
that includes panel discussions, workshops, social 
mixers, and more. Sat., Jan. 10, 8 a.m., $100, pw.org/ 
live/events/san_francisco_inspiration. Brava Theater 
Center, 2781 24th St., S.F., 641-7657, brava.org. 

RADAR Reading Series: Michelle Tea greets the first 
RADAR event of 2015 with readings by Sarah A. 
Chavez, Junior Clemons, Laurie Stone, and Sophie 
Yanow. Thu., Jan. 8, 6 p.m., free, radarproductions. 
org. Main Library, Latino/Hispanic Community 
Meeting Room, 100 Larkin, S.F., 557-4590, sfpl.org. 

reBar: Revised Rites of Passage: Rabbi David Kasher 
emcees a reflective evening of Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
stories by Lisa Brown, Steve Goldboom, Nato Green, 
Reb Irwin Keller, Heather Klein, Beth Pickens, and 
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SAN FRANCISCO STOP BUYING FAKE GELATO, 
FAKE SHERBERT AND FAKE COOKIES!!! 
Dont’ be fooled by FAKE COOKIE COMIPANIES . we are the ONLY 


collective in the Bay Area to work with Berner and the Cookie Fam, and we are 
the only Bay Area collective with Authentic Cookie Fam Genetics. Home of the 


Official Cookie Fam SUNSET SHERBERT and GELATO anc 
Official BERNER’S COOKIES. 
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Aimee Suzara. Thu., Jan. 8, 6:30 p.m., $10-$15 
(includes museum admission), rebarproject.org. 
Contemporary Jewish Museum, 736 Mission, S.F., 
655-7800, thecjm.org. 

Sandra Lim & Randall Mann: The local poets read their 
work in honor of Lim's latest collection, The Wilder- 
ness. Tue., Jan. 13, 7 p.m., free. Green Apple Books, 
506 Clement, S.F., 387-2272, greenapplebooks.com. 

Shipwreck: Scott Hutchins, Whitney Miller, Kamala 
Puligandla, Joe Wadlington, Natalie Warner, and 
Wonder Dave gather for a literary gang bang with 
John Galt as they re-envision Ayn Rand's Atlas 
Shrugged as a tale of erotic misadventure. Thu., Jan. 
8, 7 p.m., $10-$12 (includes drinks). The Booksmith, 
1644 Haight, S.F., 863-8688, booksmith.com. 

The Shout: Monthly storytelling event. Second Monday 
of every month, 7:30 p.m., $5-$20, theshoutstorytell- 
ing.com. Grand Lake Coffee House, 440 Grand Ave., 
Oakland, 510-922-1507, grandlakecoffeehouse.com. 

Thursdays at Readers: Weekly poetry readings. Thurs- 
days, 6:30 p.m., free. Readers Bookstore, Building 
C, Fort Mason Center, S.F., 771-1076, friendssfpl.org. 

Voz Sin Tinta: Monthly bilingual poetry reading series 
curated by Jose Hector Cadena and Marguerite 
Mufioz. Second Thursday of every month, 6:30 p.m., 
free, facebook.com/vozsintinta. Alley Cat Books, 
3036 24th St., S.F., 824-1761, alleycatbookshop.com. 

Writers with Drinks: A fundraising night of playwrights, 
poets, novelists, and robots featuring Octavio Solis, 
Sandra Lim, Tim Johnston, and Joshua Davis. Sat., 
Jan. 10, 7:30 p.m., $5-$20, writerswithdrinks.com. 
Make-Out Room, 3225 22nd St., S.F., 647-2888, 
makeoutroom.com. 

ZYZZYVA's Winter Issue & 30th Anniversary 
Celebration: Laura Cogan and Oscar Villalon host 
readings from the latest ZYZZYVA issue contributors, 
including Josh Emmons and Octavio Solis. Tue., Jan. 
13, 7 p.m., free, zyzzyva.org. City Lights Books, 261 
Columbus, S.F., 362-8193, citylights.com. 


MUSEUM EXHIBITS 
AND EVENTS 


Alcatraz Island. @Large: Ai Weiwei on Alcatraz: 
Assisted by international collaborators, Chinese 
activist artist Ai Weiwei — who can't leave his 
country because China's government confiscated 
his passport — creates a large-scale art exhibit for 
a site that symbolizes the measures authorities will 
take to utterly confine prisoners. Alcatraz stopped 
being a working prison in 1963, but its buildings and 
bars still evoke the harsh realities of confinement — 
and Ai Weiwei echoes that atmosphere with sound 
installations, sculptures, and mixed-media works 
that tackle issues of freedom and promise to be 
as thought-provoking as anything he’s ever done. 
Through April 26. $18.25-$30. aiweiweialcatraz.org. 
San Francisco Bay, S.F., 561-4900, nps.gov/alcatraz. 

Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambassadors: 
The AOTB's newest exhibit brings an adorable romp 
of North American river otters to Pier 39. Daily. Em- 
barcadero, S.F., 623-5300, aquariumofthebay.com. 

Asian Art Museum. In a New Light: The Asian Art 
Museum Collection: A display of more than 2,500 
objects from the museum's permanent collection 
explores the major cultures of Asia. Daily. Free 
with museum admission. From Two Arises Three: 
The Collaborative Works of Arnold Chang & Michael 
Cherney: A photographer (Cherney) and a Chinese 
ink painter (Chang) balance contemporary and 
traditional techniques in this exhibit featuring both 
collaborative and solo works. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through March 1. Tetsuya Ishida: Saving 
the World with a Brushstroke: The eight acrylic 
paintings in this intimate exhibit capture the 
cultural sensitivity and social awareness of the 
young Japanese artist who passed away in 2005. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 22. Roads 
of Arabia: Archaeology & History of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia: This traveling exhibit traces the rise 
of culture along Arabian Peninsula trade routes 
via a wide range of historical objects — including 
statues, glass vessels, ancient tools, stone carvings, 
funerary items, and more — some dating back a 
million years. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Jan. 18. Tradition on Fire: Contemporary Japanese 
Ceramics from the Paul and Kathy Bissinger Collec- 
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KOSHER MOVIES 


The stereotypes are many: Jewish mothers, Jewish American Princesses, neb- 
bish types. Former San Francisco Chronicle movie editor Ruthe Stein and film- 
maker Peter L. Stein are looking to re-frame Judaism’s onscreen image in 
Stereotypes, the first installment of a four-part Jewish Life in American Cin- 
ema lecture series. Stein and Stein (no relation) and plenty of film clips provide 
insight into works by many Members of the Tribe, from Billy Wilder to Barbra 
Streisand to Judd Apatow. And yes, that includes the oeuvre of Woody Allen, 
whose work also figures prominently in future installments, such as March 29’s 
When Jews Meet Gentiles: Love Stories and Taboos. 

The Jewish Life in American Cinema lecture series kicks off at 4 p.m. and 
continues through April at the Jewish Community Center, 3200 California St., 
S.F. $20 for one lecture, $60 for four lectures; jccsf.org. Giselle Velazquez 


tion: Includes 22 works by 20 modern potters from 
Japan. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through April 
5. 200 Larkin, S.F., 581-3500, asianart.org. 

The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse 
into the poetic, exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Neal Cassady, 
and other Beat Generation characters via original 
manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, personal items, 
and other ephemera. Daily, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. $5-S8. 
540 Broadway, S.F., 399-9626, thebeatmuseum.org. 

Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Located 
in a historic cable car powerhouse, the museum 
displays a variety of cable car gear, photographs, 
installations explaining how the cars work, and 
several antique vehicles. Daily. Free. 1201 Mason, 
S.F., 474-1887, cablecarmuseum.org. 

California Academy of Sciences. Fragile Planet: Float 
through the roof of the Academy's building, zoom 
through the atmosphere, and gain an astronaut's 
view of Earth in this Planetarium feature narrated 
by Sigourney Weaver. Mondays-Fridays. Cosmic Col- 
lisions: Planetarium show about crashing astronomi- 
cal interactions ranging from meteorites and moons 
to entire galaxies. Daily. Animal Attraction: Exhibit 
about the wild courtship and mating strategies in the 
animal kingdom. Daily. Earthquake: Treat your senses 
to seismic overload in this exhibit that includes a 
walk-in Earth model illustrating plate tectonics, a 
recreation of a Victorian salon that shakes like two of 
San Francisco's most famous quakes, a planetarium 
show, interactive displays, and more. Daily. Penguin 
Feeding: Watch as the Academy's flightless friends 
are offered their breakfast and lunch. Daily, 10:30 
a.m. & 3 p.m. Coral Reef Dive: Scientists dive into the 
Academy's live coral tank and offer live explanations 
of its denizens. Daily, 11:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Sharks 
and Rays: Learn about the Reef Lagoon’s residents. 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. Ssssnake Encounter: 
Get up close and personal with some of the Acade- 
my's scaly, slithering inhabitants. Daily, 3:30 p.m. 
NightLife: Weekly afterhours party featuring dance 
music, drinks, scientific presentations, hands-on 
activities, and more for people who like to pair their 
intellectual curiosity with a cocktail. Thursdays, 6-10 
p.m. $10-$12. calacademy.org/events/nightlife. 55 
Music Concourse, S.F., 379-8000, calacademy.org. 

California Historical Society Museum. Yosemite: A 
Storied Landscape: Exhibition detailing the story 
behind the 1864 passing of the Yosemite Grant Act 
and the ongoing impact of the wilderness area upon 
the history of the American West. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 25. 678 Mission, S.F., 357- 
1848, californiahistoricalsociety.org. 

Cartoon Art Museum. Slinging Satire: Masters of 
Political Cartoons: Views from both sides of the 
political spectrum are given cheeky artistic form in 
this exhibit that includes work by Mark Fiore, David 
Horsey, Kevin Siers, Tom Tomorrow, Matt Wuerker, 
and more. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
March 9. Stranger Than Life: The Cartoons and 
Comics of M.K. Brown: Four-decade retrospective 
featuring many of the artist's own personal favorites. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 15. Small 
Press Spotlight: Ben Seto: Featuring artwork by 
the creator of Usagi Jane and the Skullbunnies. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 11. 


The Art of the Boxtrolls: See concept art from The 
Boxtrolls, anew stop-motion animation film from the 
people who brought you Coraline and ParaNorman. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 1. 655 
Mission, S.F., 227-8666, cartoonart.org. 

Charles M. Schulz Museum. Ghosting Schulz: Learn 
about the artists who helped ghostwrite some of 
Charles M. Schulz's non-Peanuts cartoon strips. 
Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
June 7. Good Days & Bad Days: Juxtapositions in 
Peanuts: Charlie Brown's life had its ups and downs 
— well, okay, mostly downs — as this exhibit shows 
with a series of contrasting character comparisons. 
Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
April 13. Peanuts in Wonderland: Characters from 
the world of Charles Schulz (and other cartoonists) 
inhabit the land of Lewis Carroll in this crossover 
art show. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through April 26. 2301 Hardies Lane, Santa Rosa, 
707-579-4452, schulzmuseum.org. 

Conservatory of Flowers. Aquascapes: The Art of 
Underwater Gardening: Subaquatic plants form 
landscapes beneath the waves in this exhibit spot- 
lighting a variety of freshwater tropical flora from 
Africa, Asia, and South America. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through April 12. 100 John F. Kennedy 
Drive, S.F., 666-7001, conservatoryofflowers.org. 

Contemporary Jewish Museum. Hardly Strictly 
Warren Hellman: Anyone lucky enough to meet 
Warren Hellman, or see him perform at his signa- 
ture cultural creation, Hardly Strictly Bluegrass, 
witnessed the utter joy and humanity that emanated 
from his being (and his banjo). The Contemporary 
Jewish Museum assembles rarely-seen videos 
of Hellman’s performances in Golden Gate Park, 
along with special personal possessions like a banjo 
signed by star performers and a jacket covered 
with rhinestones and a Star of David. Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. Arnold Newman: 
Masterclass: Over 200 B+W portraits comprise this 
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retrospective of the famed photographer's lengthy 
career, including pictures of Capote, Dali, Picasso, 
Stravinksy, and many more. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 1. J. Otto 
Seibold and Mr. Lunch: This exhibit dedicated to the 
much-loved children's book author/illustrator (and 
the character based on his real family dog) includes 
full-color illustrations, storyboards, and rough digital 
image skeletons, plus interactive environments for 
kids. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays, 11 a.m. 
Continues through March 8. $10-$12. Drop-In Art 
Making: Weekly art workshops for kids and families. 
Sundays, 1-3 p.m. Free with museum admission. 736 
Mission, S.F., 655-7800, thecjm.org. 

de Young Museum. Keith Haring: The Political Line: 
Though his playful cartoon figures may not strike ca- 
sual observers as the work of a politically motivated 
artist, this exhibition explores Haring's outraged 
opposition to nuclear weapons, racism, capitalism, 
environmental degradation, and other issues in over 
130 works, including large paintings, sculptures, 
subway drawings, and more. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Feb. 16. Anthony Friedkin: The Gay 
Essay: In this exhibit honoring the 45th anniversary 
of the Stonewall Riots, more than 75 of the California 
photographer's classic snapshots depict the San 
Francisco and Los Angeles gay scenes in the late 
‘60s and early ‘70s. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 11. Artist in Residence: lan Everard: 
Through Feb. 1. 50 Hagiwara Tea Garden Drive, S.F., 
750-3600, deyoungmuseum.org. 

Exploratorium. Tactile Dome: One of the Explor- 
atorium’s earliest exhibits — a pitch-black maze 
designed to heighten one's awareness of the sense 
of touch — reopens at the new location after a slight 
redesign. Tuesdays-Sundays. $12-S15 (in addition to 
regular museum admission). Permanent Exhibits: 
The family science museum's gigantic new complex 
is split into six separate gallery sections that focus 
on human behavior, senses & perception, biology, the 
environment, and much more — all with the Explorato- 
rium’s famously whimsical and interactive features. 
Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Pairings: Cultivating 
a Taste for Science Through Food: Clay Reynolds and 
Chef Loretta Keller of Seaglass Restaurant host this 
monthly meeting of the minds (and stomachs) for 
adults ages 18+. Second Thursday of every month, 
7:30 p.m. Pier 15, S.F., 528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 

GLBT Historical Society. Out of the Boxes: Historical 
Society Opens Archives of Pioneering Historian Allan 
Bérubé: Bérubé was one of the pioneers in the field 
of community-based gay history that emerged in the 
1970s and early 1980s. The GLBT Historical Society 
has opened his papers for use by researchers. Daily. 
657 Mission, S.F., 777-5455, glbthistory.org. 

GLBT History Museum. Queer Past Becomes Present: 
Multipart exhibit tracing the history of queer youth 
activism, exploring lost S.F. “gayborhoods,” paying 
tribute to pioneering lesbian magazine The Ladder, 
spotlighting Bay Area HIV/AIDS organizations, and 
more. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 4127 18th St., 


OPERA BRAWLERS KEEP IT CLASSY 


If there’s one thing opera lovers appreciate as much as a good love triangle, it’s a 
good fight. Consider Mozart’s Don Giovanni or even the paintbrush duel in Pucci- 
nis La Bohéme. Sadly, fighting, like cigarette-smoking, is pretty hard to fake if you 
don’t know what you're doing. Enter the fight director, a choreographer of violent 
verisimilitude who has existed in one form or another since before Shakespeare. 
While little considered by the average audience member, this contribution is so 
essential it has its own category of theatrical awards, and Dave Maier has taken 
home a few. As a master of the rapier, dagger, broadsword, smallsword, quarter- 
staff, and humble fisticuffs, Maier is usually behind the scenes of most of the Bay 
Area's finest stages, but he also teaches courses and, occasionally, offers some- 
thing for the layman. Far from an academic presentation, A Fight at the Op- 
era: The Art of Stage Combat will be an interactive, hand-to-hand sampler 
of famous frays — excluding, of course, that of Partenope, which was enacted 
through an elaborate game of musical chairs and rock-paper-scissors. 

A Fight at the Opera begins at 7 p.m. at the War Memorial Opera House, 
301 Van Ness Ave., S.F. $25; 621-6600 or sfopera.com. Silke Tudor 
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S.F., 621-1107, glbthistorymuseum.org. 

The Holocaust Center of Northern California. Let- 
ters: 1938-1946: Letters selected from the center's 
archives that detail the harrowing danger of living 
in Nazi-occupied Europe. Mondays-Thursdays, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 121 Steuart, S.F., 777-9060, tau- 
berholocaustlibrary.org. 

Legion of Honor. Houghton Hall: Portrait of an English 
Country House: Architectural details, furniture, 
tapestries, paintings, and other antiques illustrate 
the lavish lifestyles of historical British elites. Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 18. Bowles 
Porcelain Gallery: Porcelain from England and con- 
tinental Europe. Tuesdays-Sundays. The Salon Doré: 
Tuesdays-Sundays, 9:30 a.m. (415) 750-3600. 100 
34th Ave., S.F., 750-3600, legionofhonor.famsf.org. 

The Marine Mammal Center. Marine Science Sundays: 
Learn about oceans and the wildlife within during 
classroom presentations and docent-led tours of the 
MMC. Second and Fourth Sunday of every month, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 2000 Bunker Road, Sausalito, 
marinemammalcenter.org. 

Museum of the African Diaspora. Lava Thomas: 
Beyond: This two-part exhibition mixes some of 
the Bay Area artist's older works from the 1990s 
with a new installation. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through April 5. $5-$10. 685 Mission, 
S.F., 358-7200, moadsf.org. 

Oakland Museum of California. Sunshine and Super- 
heroes: San Diego Comic-Con: Vintage comic books, 
convention paraphernalia, cosplay outfits, videos, 
and other items reflect upon the continuing influ- 
ence of the nation’s largest annual geek gathering. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through May 31. 
Fertile Ground: Art and Community in California: In 
collaboration with SFMOMA, the Oakland Museum 
of California dissects four artistic epochs of the 
last 70 years: The 1930s and the circle around 
Diego Rivera and Frida Kahlo; the 1940s and ‘50s 
and the painters and photographers connected 
to the California School of Fine Arts (Diebenkorn, 
David Park, et al.); the 1960s and ‘70s and the 
artists affiliated with UC Davis (Thiebaud, Robert 
Arneson, et al.); and the 1990s and current scene 
that’s associated with the Mission District (Barry 
McGee, Ruby Neri, et al.). Each period is worth the 
attention. Getting all four is like winning a lottery. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through April 12. 
1000 Oak, Oakland, 510-238-2200, museumca.org. 

Old Mint. Sundays at the Mint: The city's de facto local 
history museum opens its doors for weekly building 
tours and viewings of its inaugural exhibit, Our City 
Innovates, about San Francisco's role as a sociocul- 
tural pioneer. Sundays, 1-4 p.m. $5-$10. sfhistory.org. 
88 Fifth St., S.F., 537-1105, sanfranciscomuseum.org. 

Randall Museum. Drop-In Science Workshop: Each 
week kids and parents can participate in artistic 
activities that illuminate some aspect of science. 
Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. $4; $3. Meet the Animals: 
Live presentations about the animals who live at 
the museum. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 199 Museum, 
S.F., 554-9600, randallmuseum.org. 

San Francisco Airport Museum. Dual Natures in 
Ceramics: Eight Contemporary Artists from Korea: 
Through Feb. 22. SFO International Terminal, S.F., 
650-821-6700. 

San Francisco Botanical Garden. Fotanicals: The 
Secret Language of Flowers: Floral photography 
by Vietnamese artist joSon on display in the Helen 
Crocker Russell Library. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through April 30. Martin Luther King 
Jr., S.F., 564-3239, sfbotanicalgarden.org. 

San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park 
Visitor Center. A Walk Along the Waterfront: Historic 
memorabilia, nautical artifacts, slide presentations, 
and large-scale decorative installations recreate 
the sights and sounds of San Francisco's bustling 
shipping and fishing industries in this free daily 
exhibit. Daily, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 499 Jefferson, 
S.F., 447-5000, nps.gov/safr. 

Stanford University, Cantor Arts Center. Loose in 
Some Real Tropics: Robert Rauschenberg's “Stoned 
Moon” Projects, 1969-'70: The Pop Art icon had a front 
row seat for NASA's Apollo 11 moon launch in July 
1969, and this resulting exhibit shows his creative 
response to the historic event via lithographs, col- 
lages, drawings, and documentary photos. Mondays, 
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Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through March 
16. Free. Pop Art from the Anderson Collection at 
SFMOMA: Local collectors Harry and Mary Margaret 
Anderson recently donated over 100 of their post- 
war artworks to Stanford, so to celebrate Cantor is 
borrowing 10 from the SFMOMA's own collection, 
including works by Rauschenberg, Oldenburg, Warhol, 
and more. Through Oct. 26. Free. 328 Lomita, Palo 
Alto, 650-723-4177, museum.stanford.edu. 


University of California Botanical Garden. Following 


in the Bartrams’ Footsteps: Exhibit featuring 44 
original artworks based on the plant discoveries of 
colonial botanists John and William Bartram, who ex- 
plored the raw wilderness of eastern North America 
between the 1730s and 1790s. Through Feb. 15. Free 
with garden admission. 200 Centennial, Berkeley, 
510-643-2755, botanicalgarden.berkeley.edu. 


The Walt Disney Family Museum. All Aboard: A 


Celebration of Walt’s Trains: From the 1929 cartoon 
Mickey's Choo-Choo through the space-age mono- 
rails of Disneyland, trains held a special place in Walt 
Disney's heart. This exhibit collects photos, videos, 
and other artifacts — including working scale model 
trains — in honor of his long fascination. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 
9. The Lost Notebook: Secrets of Disney's Movie 
Magic: The scrapbook journal of animator and 
technician Hermann Schultheis gives insight into 
the special effects techniques behind the making 
of Bambi, Dumbo, Fantasia, and Pinocchio. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 12. 
104 Montgomery, S.F., 345-6800, waltdisney.org. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Lucy Raven: 


Hollywood Chop Riding: The New York artist's 3D 
video installation, Curtains, reveals some of the 
hidden (and very human) scenes behind Holly- 
wood's outsourced CGI labor. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 11. Kota Ezawa: Boardwalk: 
A 2-D recreation of the Funtown Pier boardwalk 
and amusement park in Seaside Heights, NJ — the 
destruction of which became an iconic image of 
Hurricane Sandy's wrath — constructed in the YBCA’s 
Third Street courtyard. Through Nov. 30. Free. Alien 
She: A multidisciplinary tribute to the radical spirit 
of the Riot Grrri movement, as illustrated by DIY 
zines, posters, music selections, original visual 
art, and more. Featured artists include Tammy 
Rae Carland, Miranda July, Faythe Levine, Allyson 
Mitchell, L.J. Roberts, Stephanie Syjuco, and Ginger 
Brooks Takahashi. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 25. Landscape: the visual, the actual, 
the possible?: 26 works explore the environmental 
ramifications of technology upon ecology in this 
creative collaboration between American and 
Chinese artists. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Jan. 25. 701 Mission, S.F., 978-2787, ybca.org. 


THEATER 


The Anarchist: Theatre Rhinoceros revives David Ma- 


met'’s verbally dense, psychologically claustrophobic 
2012 drama with Tamar Cohn as a cop-killing lesbian 
anarchist and Velina Brown as a prison psychologist 
who must determine if certain wrongs are unpar- 
donable. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Jan. 17, $15-$30, therhino.org. Eureka Theatre, 215 
Jackson, S.F., 788-7469, theeurekatheatre.com. 


Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical revue 


spoofs pop culture with extravagant costumes. 
Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, beachblanketbab- 
ylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 Green, S.F., 421-4222, 
beachblanketbabylon.com. 


Cirque du Soleil: Kurios - Cabinet of Curiosities: 


The Ourobouros has come full circle as Cirque du 
Soleil — which has influenced so many neo-circus 
performers over recent years — embraces both 
steampunk and electro-swing in its latest show, a 
wunderkammer of theatrical acrobatics set in an 
alternate reality that combines elements of the late 
19th and early 20th centuries. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 18, $53-$135, cirquedusoleil. 
com/kurios. Cirque du Soleil - San Francisco, Third 
Street at Terry A. Francois, S.F., cirquedusoleil.com. 


Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue of 


songs and sketches that take a humorous look at 
the current food scene. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m., 
$34, foodiesthemusical.com. Shelton Theater, 533 
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Wed 1/14.| Dance 


OFF THE WALL, 
ON THE SCREEN 


Ring in another year with novel of- 
ferings from ALTERNATIVA’s annual 
Fresh Festival. Now in its fifth 
year, the festival features creative 
work and workshops by a broad spec- 
trum of experimental dance makers 
from the Bay Area and beyond who 
contribute to the wacky intellectual 
milieu that characterizes our fair re- 
gion, including Mary Armentrout, 
Christine Bonansea, Debby Kaji- 
yama, Keith Hennessy, and Sara 
Shelton Mann. With three weekends 
of performances, and 16 days of 
classes and labs in dance and the re- 
lated arts at the Joe Goode Annex, 
the festival is an opportunity to get 
familiar with the unfamiliar. Tonight, 
Robert Avila and friends take the 
party to CounterPULSE for OFF THE 
WALL: A Series of Film/Performance 
Dialogues, an intimate evening of 
screenings of performances on film 
and intense discussion. The Fresh 
Festival continues through Jan. 18, 
with details at la-alternativa.us. 
ALTERNATIVA and Rob Avila 
present OFF THE WALL at 7:30 
p.m. at CounterPULSE, 1310 Mis- 
sion St., S.E Donations accepted; 
freshfestival.org. Irene Hsiao 


Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 


Hick: A Love Story: Crackpot Crones’ Terry Baum 


portrays Lorena Hickok — journalist, writer, and 
love interest of Eleanor Roosevelt — in this solo 
show co-presented by the freshly revived Lilith 
Theater. Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Jan. 25, $20, crackpotcrones.com. Berkeley City 
Club, 2315 Durant, Berkeley, 510-848-7800, berke- 
leyhistorichotel.com. 


Indian Ink: Tom Stoppard’s colorful drama about 


creativity, culture, and colonialism returns to the 
very stage where it first premiered in America in 
1999. Starting Jan. 14, Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through Feb. 8, $20-$120. American Conservatory 
Theater (A.C.T.), 415 Geary, S.F., 749-2228, act-sf.org. 


Knights of Revery: Two bespoke gentlemen escort you 


through playful dreamstates in these interactive and 
improvisational performances. Jan. 8-10, 8 p.m.; Jan. 
22-24, 8 p.m., $15+, knightsofrevery.com. Viracocha, 
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DANKE, WERNER, DANKE 


998 Valencia, S.F., 374-7048, viracochasf.com. 

Late: A Cowboy Song: Maria Leigh, Brian Martin, 
and Laren Preston star in this new Custom Made 
staging of Sarah Ruhl's gender-defecting early 
play dedicated to eccentric urban lady cowboys 
who “ride outside the city limits of convention.” 
Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 1, $20- 
$40. The Custom Made Theatre Co., 1620 Gough, S.F., 
798-2682, custommade.org. 

Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, performance 
artists, and others take the stage at this regular 
staging of works in progress. Mondays, 7:30 p.m., 
$7. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, S.F., 826-5750, 
themarsh.org. 

Promises, Promises: A hallowed trinity of Burt 
Bacharach (music), Hal David (lyrics), and Neil Simon 
(book) are the brains behind this holiday stage 
musical originally inspired by the 1960 rom-com 
The Apartment, with Jeffrey Brian Adams, Monique 
Hafen, and Johnny Moreno starring in roles played 
on celluloid by Jack Lemmon, Shirley MacLaine, and 
Fred MacMurray. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Jan. 10, $20-$120. San Francisco Playhouse, 
450 Post, S.F., 677-9596, sfplayhouse.org. 

Red Hot Patriot: The Kick-Ass Wit of Molly Ivins: 
Husky screen icon Kathleen Turner makes her 
Berkeley Rep debut as the late, liberal newspaper 
columnist Molly Ivins in this politically infused 
solo comedy penned by twin siblings (and fellow 
journalists themselves) Margaret and Allison Engel. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 11, 
$29-$89. Berkeley Repertory’s Roda Stage, 2025 
Addison, Berkeley, 510-647-2949, berkeleyrep.org. 

Saturday Write Fever: S.F. Theater Pub’s Stuart 
Bousel and Megan Cohen host this “writing sprint” 
where hastily penned thematic monologues get 
performed before the ink even gets a chance to dry. 
Second Saturday of every month, 8:30 p.m., free. 
Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, S.F., 673-3847, theexit.org. 

Shit & Champagne: D’Arcy Drollinger's exploita- 
tion-crazed drag comedy kicks its way into a new 
home with its not-to-be-denied combo of campy 
melodrama, trashy retro crime action, and flashy 
dance moves. Thursdays-Saturdays, 7 p.m. Continues 
through Feb. 14, $25-$30, darcydrollinger.com. Oasis, 
298 1lth St., S.F., 985-4442, sfoasis.com. 

Super Scene: Longform improvisational theater com- 
petition where the audience chooses the winners 
and losers. Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through 
Jan. 31, $17-$20, improv.org. Bayfront Theater, 16 
Marina, S.F., 474-6776. 

Theatresports: BATS Improv returns to its roots for a 
three-month series of team-based improvisational 
theater competitions. Fridays, 8 p.m. Continues 
through March 27, $17-$20, improv.org. Bayfront 
Theater, 16 Marina, S.F., 474-6776. 

Too Much Light Makes the Baby Go Blind: A twice- 
weekly theater experiment in which the S.F. Neo-Fu- 
turists attempt to perform 30 short plays... inrandom 
order ... in a mere 60 minutes ... with a ticking 
timeclock to keep them honest. Fridays, Saturdays, 
8 p.m., $15, sfneofuturists.com. Boxcar Playhouse, 
505 Natoma, S.F., 776-1747, boxcartheatre.org. 


He pulled a gun on enfant terrible Klaus Kinski while filming 1972’s classic Agu- 
irre: The Wrath of God. After losing a bet, he literally ate his shoe (expertly pre- 
pared by Alice Waters at Berkeley's Chez Panisse) and turned the occasion into a 
short documentary. He got shot with an air rifle during a 2006 TV interview and 
walked it off. Forget the Dos Equis guy — German filmmaker Werner Herzog is 
officially the most interesting man in the world. Goethe-Institut San Francisco 
is paying tribute to the iconoclast with “The Other Worlds of Werner Her- 
Z0g, a multimedia exhibit of photos, films, and posters first staged in 2012 at 
Poland’s Centre of Contemporary Art Znaki Czasu. Does it mention the time 
Herzog randomly rescued Joaquin Phoenix from a rollover crash in Laurel Can- 
yon, or his terrifying 2013 don’t-text-and-drive PSA? It better. 

“The Other Worlds of Werner Herzog” kicks off with a free reception at 
6:30 p.m. and the exhibit begins Jan. 15 at the Goethe-Institut San Francis- 
co, 530 Bush St., S.F. Free; 263-8760 or goethe.de. GV 
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BAY AREA WORLD GUITAR SHOW 


MARIN CIVIC EXHIBIT HALL - SAN RAFAEL 
SAT. JAN 17 & SUN. JAN 18, 10-4 


Bring all you can carry to sell or trade. 
100’s NEW-USED-OLD-RARE + AMPS 


www.calshows.tv 
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BEHOLDING 


Eying a Legacy 





By Jonathan Curiel 


Even as Americans were buy- 
ing her “Big Eyes” art from coast to 
coast in the 1960s, even as Andy Warhol 
was praising her canvases as “terrific,” 
and even as Margaret Keane was be- 
coming wealthy from her paintings, she 
was enduring a torrent of threats from 
her husband, Walter, who said he’d kill 
her if she revealed their secret: Marga- 
ret — not Walter — was drawing the 
saucer-eyed art that had become a pop 
culture sensation. Nobody else, not 
even Margaret Keane’s young daughter, 
knew the truth, and the secrecy and the 
emotional abuse were enacting a heavy 
toll. “Mostly it was a nightmare,” Mar- 
garet tells me about that time in her life. 

That nightmare is chronicled in 
Tim Burton’s movie Big Eyes, which 
opened on Christmas Day and is 
bringing Margaret Keane’s story — 
and the story of the “Big Eyes” paint- 
ings — to new audiences. Anyone 
around in the early ’60s, especially in 
the Bay Area, where the Keanes lived 
and ran an art gallery in North Beach, 
knew the “Big Eyes” art, which was 
championed on TV talk shows and 
promoted in supermarkets — becom- 
ing some of the first American art to 
be marketed and mass-produced far 
beyond traditional museums. Walter 
was a smooth-talking showman with 
a glistening smile. Margaret was a 
shy, insecure artist who often stum- 
bled around strangers. From the be- 
ginning of their marriage, Margaret 
gave in to her husband’s insistence 
that the paintings would sell better 
with his name attached to them, not 
hers. As the years went by, Margaret 
tried to back out of the arrangement, 
but her husband physically threat- 
ened her and her daughter. 

Her paintings frequently depicted 
girls and young women, “waifs” they 
were called, who looked like orphans 
waiting to be adopted, as in The First 
Grail from 1962, where a barefoot girl 
with tearing, longing eyes stands in 
the passageway of a hardened urban 
space. Margaret, who’s now 87 and 
lives in Napa, says those paintings 
reflected her own turmoil — and that 
the art-buying public responded to 
both her painting style and its under- 
lying message. 

“T was really searching for an- 
swers, she says. “I had a spiritual 
hunger. [I was drawing] my deepest 
feelings, like “Why are we here?’ And, 
‘Where is God?’ And ‘Why is there so 
much suffering in the world?’ And I 
think that it touched other people’s 
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hearts. They were wondering the 
same thing, too.” 

But highbrow art critics were 
wondering how the work could even 
be called “art.” In 1961, The New York 
Times’ Brian O’Doherty called the 
artist’s doe-eyed style “a pathetic 
gimmick.” And in a 1964 NYT art col- 
umn, critic John Canaday derided the 
paintings, saying they were of “such 
appalling sentimentality” that they’ve 
“become synonymous among critics 
with the very definition of tasteless 
hack work.” Even today some Big 
Eyes reviewers have taken shots at 
her canvases, with The Wall Street 
Journal's Joe Morgenstern calling her 
paintings “lifeless” and “ghastly.” 

It’s true that none of the United 
States’ greatest museums — neither 
the Metropolitan, Smithsonian, 
Whitney, MOMA, or de Young — 
owns a Keane painting, but smaller 
museums have paid tribute to her. 
The Triton Museum of Art in Santa 
Clara has a Keane work in its perma- 
nent collection. In 2000, the Laguna 
Art Museum in Southern California 
held a five-month retrospective called 
“Margaret Keane and Keaneabilia,” 
in which curator Tyler Stallings said 
Margaret had reached an “iconic sta- 
tus” that Jackson Pollock never had. 

And her work continues to sell 
well. At the Keane Eyes Gallery on 
Larkin Street, right across from Ghi- 
rardelli Square, tourists and Keane 
fans pour in to purchase the prints, 
cards, and original work that’s on 
display. Many who walk in ask for the 
work of “Walter Keane” — a confu- 
sion that Margaret first sought to ad- 
dress in 1970, when, after separating 
from Walter and having a religious 
conversion, she told a radio inter- 
viewer that the “Big Eyes” paintings 
were all hers. In 1984, she sued her 
ex-husband for slander after he told 
USA Today that Margaret had been 
claiming he was dead and had been 
lying about the paintings’ origins. In 
a 1986 ruling in federal court, a judge 
said it was, indeed, Margaret who'd 
painted the best-selling canvases. 

To the day he died in 2000, Walter 
Keane — notwithstanding the court 
ruling and the overwhelming evi- 
dence that he had lied about his ar- 
tistic abilities — insisted he was the 
artist behind the work, and insisted 
his former wife was delusional and 
vengeful. Big Eyes dramatizes those 
fabrications, as does a new nonfic- 
tion book, Citizen Keane: The Big Lies 
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Behind the Big Eyes, which presents 
Walter as an alcoholic opportunist 
who recognized Margaret’s talents 
and saw her as the ideal meal ticket 
for his ambitions as an artist and 
celebrity. For a spell, Walter achieved 
the latter, becoming friends with 
Jack Kerouac, William Saroyan, Kim 
Novak, and other well-known figures, 
and appearing on national TV shows 
like The Jack Paar Tonight Show. 
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Courtesy Keane Eyes, San Francisco 


The First Grail by Margaret Keane 


The movie by Burton, who’s a long- 
time collector of Margaret Keane’s 
work, is a cinematic coda to her ca- 
reer. She comes off as ultimately he- 
roic — an introvert from Tennessee 
with a formal painting background 
(studying at the Watkins Art Insti- 
tute in Nashville) who emerges from 


her acquiescence to claim her work 
before it is too late. She runs away 
from Walter’s grasp. She starts over 
in Hawaii. She confesses publicly to 
her own duplicity. At the end of the 
Big Eyes screening I saw on Christmas 
Day, the audience applauded for Mar- 
garet Keane. 

“IT think the movie is fantastic,” 
she says. “I knew it was going to be 
good when I heard Tim Burton was 
going to direct it. But it has just ex- 
ceeded all of my expectations. It’s just 
fantastic.” 

The movie has sparked new in- 
terest in her art, and respect from 
artgoers who say the work is worthy 
of artistic praise, too. “I appreciate 
the work so much more now,’ says 
Lisa Campbell, a radio anchor who | 
met on Christmas Eve as she bought 
Keane’s work at Keane Eyes Gallery. 
“Tm also fascinated with the story of 
a woman concealing her talent for the 
sake of a generation, for the safety of 
selling it. It’s a story about triumph 
for a woman. It’s not just a story 
about the art.” 

Margaret Keane still paints every 
day, still paints girls and women with 
big eyes — except now the girls and 
women don't look like they need 
adopting. Long ago, her painting style 
evolved from the exact template that 
originally made her work famous. 

The painting that crystallizes Marga- 
ret’s new life is Abounding Joy from 
2013, which has a young, smiling girl 
hanging onto a branch in a garden 
full of sunflowers. The painting has a 
Hallmark-like feel to it, but there’s no 
mistaking its joie de vivre. 

“Well,” she says, “my painting is 
much happier, which reflects my cur- 
rent thinking. There's still sadness in 
the world, so I sometimes paint sad 
ones, too.” 

Reflecting on her early years as an 
artist, she says that even the horrors 
of her marriage to Walter, who treat- 
ed her like a hostage, helped her be- 
come a better artist. “I think definite- 
ly it did,” she says, “because of the 
old saying, ‘Practice makes perfect.’ 

I was forced to paint to keep up with 
the demand. That helped. And also, I 
went through a lot of suffering. And 
painting was a way of expressing it, 
and surviving. So I think it definitely 
helped my paintings.” 


Keane Eyes Gallery 
3040 Larkin, 922-9309, 
keane-eyes.com 
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A HAPPIER, HOTTER 2015 


Seven Sexual 
Resolutions for 
San Francisco 


As 2015 is upon us, it’s time to 
contemplate the future and set inten- 
tions for the coming year. My New Year's 
resolution is to stop wearing pants. I’ve 
never liked pants. It’s been a farce the 
whole time. I was a successful non-pants- 
wearer until age 9, when I realized my fa- 
vorite D.J. Tanner look of leggings worn 
with oversized T-shirts was no longer ac- 
ceptable attire. So pants I have worn 
from then till now, but as of Jan. 1, I’m 
finally free. Leggings, tights, shorts, and 
even jeggings are still on the table, but 
anything that actually counts as pants is 
out for 2015. But enough about me, let’s 
talk about you. 

In a pushy Free Will Astrology-style 
move, I’ve made your New Year’s 
resolutions for you this year. You're 
welcome. 


Fuck like a porn star. 

And by that, I mean 
do it responsibly. The 
next time you go 
on a Tinder/ 
Grindr/3nder/ 
Blendr bender, 
pretend you're 


parties, do a little research. San Fran- 
cisco is more than just a hip city with 

a thriving nightlife: It’s the capital city 
of the sexual revolution. Know that 
you stand on the shoulders of queer, 
kinky, leather-clad giants, and before 
you dive into your own adventures, say 
a little prayer for all those who have 
come, and come, and come before you. 


Be nice to sluts and whores. 

We should all know by now that 
hooker jokes are way passé and 
slut-shaming is wrong, but when tem- 
pers flare, a slut-shamey slur can occa- 
sionally pop out of one’s mouth. So the 
next time you need to say something 
mean about someone, don’t say slut or 
whore; say he or she is a douchebag in- 
stead. Because whores cause orgasms, 
and douchebags cause yeast infections. 
It’s a far better insult. 


Pay for it. 

I’m not necessarily saying that 
everyone in San Francisco should hire 
an escort in the coming year (though 
I’m not necessarily not saying that, 

either). What I am 

definitely saying is 
that I want you 
all to strive to be 
more conscious 
of when you are 
consuming labor, 

and to be sure 

you compensate 
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bedroom with 
your hookup, 
be sure both of 
you have been 
tested for HIV, gon- 
orrhea, chlamydia, and 
syphilis within the past 14 
days, and negotiate barriers and sex 
acts before you dive in. 


Stop catcalling. 

Like seriously, let’s just not do that 
anymore. Look, I know girls are pretty. 
Every day, I see babes on the street 
with nice butts, and sure, Id like to tell 
them how nice their butts are. But as 
a lady, I realize most of us have PTSD 
about walking on sidewalks, because 
every time we do, somebody has some- 
thing to say about our bodies. And if 
we don’t respond positively or at all, 
sometimes we face threats, harass- 
ment, and violence. So please, this year 
just leave the women of San Francisco, 
and beyond, alone. 


Know your roots. 

So, you just moved to San Francisco 
and you want to experience all the cra- 
zy sex culture the city has to offer. Be- 
fore you start trolling around FetLife 
and nosing around for swingers’ 
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espresso-fueled 
mouth at a cute 
barista? Then be 
sure you leave that 
cute barista some dead 
presidents in the tip jar 
on your way to the bathroom. 
Also: Pay for movies, music, and 
especially porn. You like to watch, lis- 
ten, and jerk off to stuff, right? Make 
sure the people who make things you 
watch, listen, and jerk off to can keep 
doing so, by paying them. 





Give back. 

I don’t just mean giving as much 
oral sex as you get. I mean that we 
live in a magical city that allows us to 
dream big when it comes to sex. Give 
back to the organizations and people 
who have made San Fransexuality 
possible, and make a donation to the 
Center for Sex and Culture, the Sisters 
of Perpetual Indulgence, or the Saint 
James Infirmary. 


Stop wearing pants. 

If we all band together, we can free 
ourselves from the tyranny of pants 
forever. Who's with me? 


TheWhoreCast@gmail.com 


CHRIS ROBERTS 
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BARU > FILM REVIEWS 


Beloved Sisters 

Not rated. Opens Friday 

at Opera Plaza Cinema. 
The concept of “need” is a tricky one at 
best, since after food, clothing, and 
shelter, none of us truly need anything, 
particularly as it relates to movies. 
Therefore, the question of whether 
Dominic Graf’s costume drama ro- 
mance Beloved Sisters needs to be three 
hours long is an academic one on many 
levels, not least of which is the fact that 
it is indeed three hours long so we 
might as well deal with it. During the 
German Enlightenment, Caroline von 
Beulwitz (Hannah Herszsprung) and 
her sister Charlotte von Lengefeld 
(Henriette Confurius) both fall in lust 
with hunky writer Friedrich Schiller 
(Florian Stetter), a situation only some- 
what complicated by the fact that Caro- 
line is already unhappily married in 
order to support Charlotte and their 
mother. Caroline, Charlotte, and Fried- 
rich make the (historically hypothetical) 
sexytimes work between the three of 
them, until it doesn’t. Though much of 
it is shot in Barry Lyndon-esque natural 
lighting, Beloved Sisters tries otherwise 
to be very modern in its filmmaking, 
with occasionally fancy camera work 
and use of credits and intertitles that 
sorta float around like screensavers for 
reasons probably known only to Graf. 
Maybe it’s because one of the most in- 
teresting plot threads is the steady ad- 
vance in printing technology 
throughout their lifetimes, which ulti- 
mately ends up being a more compelling 
story. Sherilyn Connelly 


Inherent Vice 

Rated R. Opens Friday. 
The first Thomas Pynchon book ever to 
become a movie goes all out and be- 
comes a Paul Thomas Anderson movie, 
nuzzling and snorting its way into the 
familiar trappings of L.A. noir. But in- 
stead of the invigorating detec- 
tive-story revisionism conjured up by, 
say, Robert Altman in The Long Goodbye 
or the Coen brothers in The Big Leb- 
owski, this Pynchon-Anderson combo 
consists of shambling through a maze 
of MacGuffins, coloring slightly outside 
the lines of 1970s paranoia and mal- 
aise, taking too long to get nowhere, 
and foregoing coherence. With, among 
others, Joaquin Phoenix as a shaggy 
stoner-hippie private eye, Josh Brolin 
as his flat-topped detective nemesis, 
Katherine Waterson as a sort of femme 
fatale, and Joanna Newsom as an awk- 
ward narrator, Inherent Vice is one of 
those movies that tries to put across its 
maker’s lack of control as a conscious 
and meaningful aesthetic scheme. An- 
derson has made his name on willful 
opacity, so here is more of that, also 
with characteristic glimmers of arbi- 
trary lucidity. It does at least approxi- 
mate the slog of a psychedelic 
hangover. Fans surely will buy in, and 
won't be argued with, but the movie's 
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slackness seems like an affectation, and 
all that’s really at stake is Anderson’s 
strutting ambition to stage indelible 
scenes. He does pull off a few. Jona- 
than Kiefer 


Life Partners 
Rated R. Opens Friday 
at Opera Plaza Cinema. 
Combined with its title, the poster for 
Susanna Fogel’s comedy Life Partners 
— starring Gillian Jacobs and Leighton 
Meester with the tagline, “One guy can 
ruin the perfect relationship” — is 
misleading at best, suggesting it’s a 
rom-com updating of The Fox or some 
other film where a man’s cock sets a 
lesbian straight. It’s not about that at 
all, thankfully, but rather the way that 
platonic relationships between close 
friends necessarily change when one of 


them gets into a romantic relationship 
with a third party. In this case, queer 
Sasha (Meester) and straight Paige 
(Jacobs) are lifelong besties who find 
their personal dynamics shifting when 
Paige gets involved with a boy named 
Tim (Adam Brody). In spite of how 
much time is spent setting him up as 
one of those nozzles who worships The 
Big Lebowski (i.e., the worst), Tim is 
revealed to be a nice enough guy, but 
the film’s not really about him. Its focus 
is ultimately on Sasha and Paige’s 
friendship, and how Paige’s successes 
cause Sasha to reflect on her own 
failures, though being queer is not 
among them; it’s just who she is. Life 
Partners also gets points for the 
presence of the terrific Gabourey Sidibe 
as one of Sasha’s lesbian pals. She 
makes everything better. SC 


Life Partners 
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New Anime! 

Jan. 8-25 at YBCA. 
The exclamation point is theirs, but it’s 
appropriate, as the Yerba Buena Center 
for the Arts’ festival features two of last 
year’s best anime films, particularly Ya- 
suhiro Yoshiura’s breathtaking Patema 
Inverted. 14-year-old Patema is growing 
up in an underground society. Flouting 
repeated warnings not to venture into a 
particularly spooky area called the Dan- 
ger Zone, she falls into a pit and flies up 
into the surface world, where she dis- 
covers that gravity works in reverse for 
her people. All movies are best seen ona 
big screen, of course, but some are best- 
ier than others, and Patema Inverted is 
one of the latter. Also benefiting from 
being projected on the YBCA’s 11-foot- 
by-16-foot screen is Isao Takahata’s 
beautiful, hand-drawn The Tale of the 
Princess Kaguya, in which an elderly 
bamboo cutter (James Caan) finds a 
tiny infant girl inside a glowing stalk. 
She grows at a substantially accelerated 
rate, eventually becoming the pretty 
tomboy Kaguya (Chloé Grace Moretz), 
who wants nothing more than to play in 
the woods with the local children — but 
her parents have other plans for her. 
Also playing is K6ji Masunari and Ma- 
saaki Yuasa’s totes-nutball Welcome to 
the Space Show, as well as Mami Suna- 
da’s documentary The Kingdom of 
Dreams and Madness, a rare peek inside 
anime powerhouse Studio Ghibli. SC 


Predestination 
Rated R. Opens Friday. 
A largely faithful adaptation of a 1958 
Robert A. Heinlein short story, Michael 
and Peter Spierig’s Predestination is a 
time-travel yarn that worked fine as a 


13-page read, but as a film the time- 
bendy elements come across as sub- 
Primer at best. In the 1970s, a man 
(Sarah Snook, the true star of the film) 
stops into a dive for a drink. He decides 
to tell the bartender (top-billed Ethan 
Hawke) his life story, beginning with, 
“When I was a little girl...” What a twist! 
Though there are some implausible 
sci-fi aspects to the representation, and 
the waters are muddied somewhat by 
transgender references, Predestination 
is probably as close to a sympathetic 
portrayal of intersexuality as can be ex- 
pected from the crypto-fascist Heinlein. 
It’s notably just a function of the plot, 
and pains are taken to ensure that 
Snook’s character becoming male is 
mostly out of his control, since nothing 
is more inexcusable than deviation by 
choice, particularly in Heinlein’s world. 
That said, Predestination does develop 
Snook’s character as an honest-to-good- 
ness character and not just a story cog, 
though there are a few tone-deaf mo- 
ments that bear the mark of cisgender 
men behind the camera — as does the 
presence of oversized GENTLEMEN 
and LADIES restroom signs behind 
Hawke's bar. We get it, guys. SC 


Selma 

Rated PG-13. Opens Friday. 
When else has the timing of a movie’s 
release ever been so bittersweetly cor- 
rect? A lesson on how and why Martin 
Luther King Jr. compelled Lyndon 
Johnson to sign the Voting Rights Act 
of 1965, and inescapably an elucidation 
of not learning history and being 
doomed to repeat it, Selma has every 
right to slap us in the face with gloating 
didacticism. Instead, as reworked from 
Paul Webb's script by director Ava Du- 
Vernay, it’s the picture of magnani- 
mousness, an auspicious chronicle of 
human dignity. As Johnson, Tom 
Wilkinson proves unsentimentally reli- 
able. As King, David Oyelowo proves as- 
tonishing. This is the great leader as we 
need to remember him — and also asa 
man, feeling sometimes tired and 
trapped, wearing history on his shoul- 
ders. Supporting players, particularly 
Carmen Ejogo as Coretta Scott King, 
also bloom with DuVernay’s respect. 
This is a film with resources — its pro- 
ducers include Oprah Winfrey, who also 
appears in a small but galvanizing role, 
and Brad Pitt — but DuVernay doesn’t 
allow it the luxury of going soft with 
good intentions. She simply stays the 
course of sharply intimate drama. Cri- 
tique is possible: The slow-motion sty]l- 
ization of lethal violence, though 
consistently applied, steers sincerity to- 
ward triteness, and this true story 
might have been more affecting without 
it. But that’s a minor complaint. Ulti- 
mately, what makes DuVernay’s movie 
so good and necessary is that it actually 
lets us see the arc of the moral universe 
bending — being bent, by human will 
— toward justice. JK 
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WINDOW REPLACEMENT 





an Andersen Company 


We're not discounting just 
some of our windows; buy 
one window or patio door, 


and any other window or 
patio door is 40% off!' 


EVERY double hung, casement 
& sliding window 


EVERY patio door 


EVERY bay & bow window 
EVERY specialty window 





CALL BEFORE JAN. 18" 


‘Offer not available in all areas, discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract execution and ap- 
CALL = @) R ."£@) U a FR - E Wi N DOW ‘D) Pave) Ni Oks S ie plies to purchase of 4 or more windows and/or patio doors. Buy two windows, get the second two windows, of 
= equal or lesser value, 40% off. Cannot be combined with other offers. To qualify for discount offer, initial contact 


for a free Window Diagnosis must be made and documented on or before 1/18/15 with the appointment then 
occurring no more than 10 days after the initial contact. 0% APR for 12 months available to well qualified buyers 


on approved credit only. Not all customers may qualify. Higher rates apply for customer with lower credit ratings. 
Financing not valid with other offers or prior purchases. No Finance Charges will be assessed If promo balance 
is paid in full in 12 months. Renewal by Andersen retailers are independently owned and operated retailers, and 
are neither brokers nor lenders. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only, and all financing is provided by 
| | Ld third-party lenders unaffiliated with Renewal by Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions arranged directly 
between the customer and such lender, all subject to credit requirements. Renewal by Andersen retailers do not 
assist with, counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing customers an introduction to lenders interested 


in financing. CA B Lic.# 972702. Jemico, LLC, d/b/a Renewal by Andersen of the Bay Area. Renewal by Ander 
sen” and all other marks where denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. ©2015 Andersen Corporation. All 
rights reserved. ©2015 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. 
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INVITE YOU AND A GUEST TO ATTEND 
AN ADVANCE SCREENING 
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FOR YOUR CHANCE TO RECEIVE PASSES FOR TWO 
TO AN ADVANCE SCREENING ON 1/14, PLEASE VISIT 
SONYSCREENINGS.COM/REDEEM AND ENTER 
CODE SFWKLYTWR TO DOWNLOAD YOUR PASSES! 


RATED R FOR CRUDE AND SEXUAL CONTENT, LANGUAGE THROUGHOUT, SOME DRUG USE AND BRIEF GRAPHIC NUDITY. 
SEATING IS ON FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED BASIS. THEATER IS OVERBOOKED TO ENSURE A FULL HOUSE. NO PURCHASE 
NECESSARY. Limit one (1) admit-two pass per person. Employees of all promotional partners and their agencies are not eligible. No one 
will be admitted without a ticket or after the screening begins EXCEPT FOR MEMBERS OF THE REVIEWING PRESS. Void where restricted 
or prohibited by law. Seating is available on a first-come, first-served basis. Refer to screening pass for further restrictions. SEATING IS 
LIMITED, SO ARRIVE EARLY. PASS DOES NOT GUARANTEE A SEAT AT THE SCREENING. 


IN THEATERS JANUARY 16, 2015 


WD /WeddingRinger £/WeddingRinger #WeddingRinger 
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URS SRA a FILM LISTINGS 


Visit SFWeekly.com/movies for complete film listings 
*= We recommend it. 


FILM SHOWTIMES 


Arthouse listings compiled by John Graham. 
To submit a listing (at least 10 days before issue 
date), email film@sfweekly.com. 


Alchemy S.F.. Scarlet Road: Sex worker documentary 
screening presented by the Erotic Service Provider 
Legal, Educational, and Research Project. Wed., Jan. 
14, 8 p.m. $10-$20 sliding scale. esplerp.org. 1060 
Folsom, S.F.,236-2376, alchemysf.com. 

Balboa Theatre. Into the Woods: The music of Ste- 
phen Sondheim is its own special effect, and Rob 
Marshall wisely doesn't try to overshadow it in 
his film of Sondheim's Into the Woods, which is a 
wonderfully odd bird and charmingly lo-fi for a big 
Disney holiday release. Daily. Big Eyes: Beautifully 
photographed and emotionally compelling, Big Eyes 
is Tim Burton's best film since Ed Wood, telling the 
story of Margaret Keane (Amy Adams), the artist 
behind those paintings of saucer-eyed waifs that 
you've probably seen without knowing quite who 
made them. Daily. Willy Wonka & The Chocolate 
Factory: At this week's Popcorn Palace — the Balboa’s 
ongoing repertory series where families can watch 
cool movies without drawing death glares from 
roving packs of child-hating film snobs — one dead 
Alexander Hamilton buys a popcorn, a drink, anda 
chance to see Gene Wilder go batshit crazy on one 
seriously messed-up boat ride. Sat., Jan. 10, 10 a.m. 
$10. 3630 Balboa, S.F.,221-2184, balboamovies.com. 

Clay Theatre. Whiplash: Drumming well is the best 
revenge. Or so we learn from being schooled by 
Damien Chazelle’s thrilling litany of mind games 
and physical punishments, which features a dynamic 
movie duet between Miles Teller as a driven young 
conservatory jazz drummer and J.K. Simmons 
as his unreasonably abusive teacher. Daily. The 
Room: Tommy Wiseau's cinematic bomb is every 
bit as bad as it's cracked up to be. You'll crack up as 
well at this riotous midnight screening with lots of 


abruptly, that's only because the real-life story 
is still far from over. Daily. Flamenco, Flamenco: 
Filmed by legendary cinematographer Vittorio 
Storaro, director Carlos Saura’s performance film 
Flamenco, Flamenco is a few dozen different 
flamenco routines — in Spanish with no English 
subtitles, and often shot against a backdrop of 
paintings by the likes of Picasso and Goya — that 
create a mesmerizing celebration of what can be 
accomplished with just cameras, lights, and talented 
musicians. Through Jan. 8. Viva La Liberta: Roberto 
Ando's twin-switching Italian political comedy 
starts off promisingly, but the deception in Viva 
La Liberta veers dangerously close to what Roger 
Ebert used to refer to as an Idiot Plot, meaning a 
plot that only functions because the characters are 
mostly idiots. Through Jan. 8. A Girl Walks Home 
Alone at Night: There's nothing not to get excited 
about in this feature-length debut by Ana Lily 
Amirpour. Not only is it shot in glorious black and 
white, it’s also an Iranian (!) vampire (!!) western 
(!!!), complete with Ennio Morricone-style music. If 
that doesn’t turn you on, you may already be dead. 
Daily. Life Partners: In Susanna Fogel’s comedy, 
queer Sasha (Leighton Meester) and straight 
Paige (Gillian Jacobs) are lifelong besties who find 
their personal dynamics shifting when Paige gets 
involved with a boy named Tim (Adam Brody). In 
spite of how much time is spent setting him up as 
a nozzle, the film's focus is ultimately on Sasha 
and Paige's friendship, and how Paige's successes 
cause Sasha to reflect on her own failures, though 
being queer is not among them; it’s just who she 
is. Starting Jan. 9. Daily. Beloved Sisters: During 
the German Enlightenment, Caroline von Beulwitz 
(Hannah Herszsprung) and her sister Charlotte von 
Lengefeld (Henriette Confurius) both fall in lust with 
hunky writer Friedrich Schiller (Florian Stetter), a 
situation only somewhat complicated by the fact 
that Caroline is already unhappily married. Caro- 
line, Charlotte, and Friedrich make the sexytimes 
work between the three of them — until it doesn’t. 
Starting Jan. 9. Daily. 601 Van Ness, S.F.,777-3456, 
landmarktheatres.com. 


Rocky Horror-style audience participation. Second Roxie Theater. 2014 Sundance Film Festival Shorts: 


Saturday of every month, 11:59 p.m. 2261 Fillmore, 
S.F.,267-4893, landmarktheatres.com. 

Dark Room Theater. Bad Movie Night: Battlefield 
Earth: Hosts Sherilyn Connelly, Tristan Buckner, 
and Dan Foley take a break from studying for their 
Scientology personality tests to revisit John Tra- 
volta's infamous adaptation of the L. Ron Hubbard 
sci-fi novel. Sun., Jan. 11, 8 p.m. $6.99. 2263 Mission, 
S.F.,401-7987, darkroomsf.com. 

Davies Symphony Hall. The Godfather: The San 
Francisco Symphony provides a live orchestral 
accompaniment to the classic Coppola crime film. 
Jan. 9-10, 8 p.m. $58-$191. 201 Van Ness, S.F.,864- 
6000, sfsymphony.org. 

Embarcadero Center Cinema. Birdman: Daily. Mr. 
Turner: Mike Leigh directs Timothy Spall as the 
prolific 19th-century English painter J.M.W. Turner, 
whose work became a sublime segue from Romantic 
landscapes to Modernist abstractions, and whose 


Good recon for aspiring short-film maestros, the 
current Sundance collection brings a handful of 
live-action narrative, documentary, and animated 
offerings to its Roxie tour stop, including works 
directed by Rose McGowan, Don Hertzfeldt, Brett 
Weiner, Kelly Sears, Yuval Hameiri, Stephen Irwin, 
and more. Through Jan. 8. Oscar Doc Short-List 
Series: Bone up on some of the best documentaries 
of 2014 —i.e., the ones that are in line to win this 
year's Academy Award — including Art and Craft, 
The Case Against 8, The Internet's Own Boy, Keep 
On Keepin’ On, The Kill Team, Last Days in Vietnam, 
The Overnighters, and Tales of the Grim Sleeper. 
Through Jan. 8. Preservation: A discharged veteran, 
his tech-centric brother, and the latter's wife take 
a friendly hunting trip only to have it turn into a 
survival-horror nightmare in director Christopher 
Denham’'s second feature film. Jan. 9-15. 3117 16th 
St., S.F.,863-1087, roxie.com. 


personal life — as robustly inhabited by Spall-ap- Temescal Arts Center. Shapeshifters Cinema: Free 


parently contained multitudes of gropes and grunts. 
Daily. The Theory of Everything: daily. The Imitation 
Game: daily. 1 Embarcadero Center, S.F.,267-4893, 
landmarktheatres.com. 

Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly thematic film 


monthly film series featuring experimental image 
manipulators and ambient sound shamans. Second 
Sunday of every month, 8 p.m. Free. shapeshifter- 
scinema.com. 511 48th St., Oakland, 510-923-1074, 
temescalartscenter.org. 


screenings presented in the Kanbar Forum by the = Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. New Anime!: The 


Exploratorium's Cinema Arts program. Saturdays. 
Free with museum admission. Pier 15, S.F.,528-4444, 
exploratorium.edu. 

Opera Plaza Cinemas. Citizenfour: The centerpiece 
of Laura Poitras’ new documentary about Edward 
Snowden is Poitras and journalist Glenn Greenwald 
interviewing Snowden in June of 2013, where 
Snowden explains just how thoroughly our gov- 
ernment violates the world’s privacy. Though he 
disappears for much of the second half to go into 
exile, his presence remains — and if the film ends 


exclamation point is theirs, but it’s appropriate, as 
the YBCA features some of last year’s best anime 
films — including Koji Masunari’s Welcome to the 
Space Show (Jan. 8, 10, and 11), Yasuhiro Yoshiura’s 
Patema Inverted (Jan. 15, 17, and 18), and Isao 
Takahata's The Tale of Princess Kaguya (Jan. 22, 
24, and 25) — plus Mami Sunada’s rare peek inside 
anime powerhouse Studio Ghibli, The Kingdom of 
Dreams and Madness (Jan. 31). Thursdays, Saturdays, 
Sundays. Continues through Jan. 31. $8-$10. ybca. 
org/new-anime. 701 Mission, S.F.,978-2787, ybca.org. 
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BS ARUAL > REALITY TV WITH THE CRUSTS CUT OFF. 


Friendly Frying 


British cooking shows are 
soothing. The pace is slower, the players 
more zen, and there’s a real celebration 
of English food, which can at times be 
funny of course. (Mmm... spotted dick.) 
“Things are different in America,” says 
Lady Grantham in Downton Abbey. 
“They live in wigwams.” Indeed. She 
would have some choice words for Guy 
Fieri and his Totally Xtreme Xecution of 
Xciting things made with jalapenos and 
fried cheese. He’s a typical American 
stereotype found in any Agatha Christie 
novel; a chuckling, back-slapping, im- 
petuous capitalist with a dumb streak. 
Actually, that sounds like a lot of us, 
George W. Bush most notably. 

But the “No sex please, we’re Brit- 
ish” attitude the country is famous 
for seems to carry over into its BBC 
culinary productions. The Two Fat 
Ladies were a fantastic pair of sau- 
sage-fingered honeys who tootled 
around England at a leisurely pace 
and prepared Eton Mess and blood 
sausage for their countrymen. Nigella 
Lawson glides ethereally through her 
kitchen as she prepares sumptuous 
stews and toothsome trifles, slowly 
wrapping her voluptuous lips around 
each tasting 
spoon. (Okay 
so there’s sex 
there, but it’s 
only slightly 
implied.) Even 
Gordon Ram- 
say's English 
show is mellow. 
It takes place in 
his own kitchen 
and follows him 
as he prepares 
an evening meal 
for his family. 
Occasionally his 
bulldog waddles through the shot. 

The Great British Bake Off out-Brits 
them all, however. KQED is playing 
season five of the show right now 
on Sunday nights and it’s easy to see 
why it was a smash success in En- 
gland while its American counterpart, 
The Great American Baking Show, fell 
flat on its Silpat. The British version 
is pastoral and calm, with slow shots 
of grandmums piping frosting on tiny 
cakes followed by cutaways to actual 
sheep in actual fields. Americans 
weren't ready to watch a competition 
that looked more like a midsize phi- 
latelist convention. There was also 
that alleged affair betwixt host Paul 
Hollywood and his co-host Marcela 
Valladolid. “How common,” as Lady 
Grantham would say. 

Hollywood is the only thing I don’t 
like about this show. He’s part of the 
original English production and they 
brought him over here for CBS’s go at 
it. But he’s ... well, Christ. The man’s 
name is Paul Hollywood. Doesn't that 
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tell you enough? Luckily he’s usually 
surrounded by a few other judges 
who carry the show for me. 

The British show is composed of 
12 contestants, all plucked from vari- 
ous burrows throughout Britain. They 
are always a mishmash of age, gender, 
and personality, but trust me, there 
is no one there who “didn’t come here 
to make friends.” Everyone is genial 
and focused. They work in a huge tent 
separated into different shires and 
each week they are given three chal- 
lenges: The Signature, in which they 
prepare something they are known 
for; The Technical, in which every- 
one makes the same thing and is 
judged against one another; and The 
Showstopper, in which they all create 
something that could conceivably fete 
the queen at her jubilee. Each week 
a “star” is crowned and a loser goes 
home, back to his or her beekeeping 
or fox-hunting. 

Even though the show isn’t 
edited for drama like an American 
reality series, there have been 
some controversies. I’m speaking 
of course of what the British press 
dubbed “bingate,” (“bin” is British for 

trashcan). This 
dustup has yet 
to air on KQED 
but is coming 
in episode four. 
Spoiler alert: 
Something goes 
terribly awry 
during the Baked 
Alaska segment. 
That’s all I can 
Say. 

Another thing 
that sets it apart 
from our Yank 
reality shows is 
its lack of product placement. Project 
Runway is the most egregious slut 
in this regard; a designer challenge 
could be created for Depends Under- 
garments if the price was right. When 
the GBBO deigned to have Smeg re- 
frigerators on camera now and again, 
a busybody wrote an incensed letter 
about the “blatant product promo- 
tion” that sent shockwaves through 
the country, prompting that bit of 
unseemly solicitation to be uncere- 
moniously removed post-haste. Cue 
the dowager fanning herself. 

I can’t see this show taking off as 
much as Downton Abbey, but hopeful- 
ly when folks are done watching Ken 
Burns slowly pan over a sepia-toned 
picture of 19th-century street ur- 
chins or David Attenborough stoop- 
ing over a termite mound in Namibia, 
they might find time for the tender 
baking show from across the pond. 
Brilliant. 


KatyStC@Yahoo.com 











“Being fit should never be just about fitting a 
certain size or reaching a specific goal. It Is 
a state of being aware of what our bodies 
need: physically, mentally, emotionally & 
spiritually. In the present. And loving ourselves 
enough to make healthy, fitting decisions; 


one day ata time.” - Ugochi 
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FINEST. NY STYLE PIZZA 


OR 25 YEARS! 
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Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
& Cocktails All Day 


2765 HYDE STREET 
(AT BEACH) 


415.474.5044 


thebuenavista.com 








PORKY RAMEN, JUICY GRILLED CHICKEN, WHOLE FRIED FISH, AND MORE 


Neighborly Relations 


By Anna Roth 


No doubt there are dozens of 
lengthy urban studies theses explaining 
this phenomena, but I've always been in- 
terested in the reason why certain parts 
of the city can be commercial and dining 
dead zones when they’re surrounded by 
buzzing neighborhoods on all sides. Until 
recently, this was the lot of the upper 
reaches of the Mission, which hada 
handful of restaurants but had yet to ex- 
perience anything approaching the den- 
sity a few blocks south. But as Market 
transforms above and the neighborhood 
continues to develop below, it was inevi- 
table that the streets intersecting with 
Duboce and 14th would become destina- 
tions in their own right. And new restau- 
rants like Izakaya Rintaro and Orenchi 
Beyond are providing visitors a compel- 
ling reason to get out of BART at 16th 
Street and head north. 

Both were much-anticipated 
openings. Rintaro comes from Sylvan 
Mishima Brackett, the Chez Panisse 
alum who has spent the past several 
years in Oakland running Peko Peko, 
his bento- and izakaya-food-focused 
catering business with the occasional 
pop-up. This is his first solo restaurant, 
set on a nondescript, industrial section 
of 14th Street, just around the corner 
from Rainbow Market in the former 
Chez Spencer space. He’s built an ele- 
gant, warm dining room decked out in 
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contrasting wood tones, with a handful 
of semi-private wooden booths in the 
main space as well as a few tables anda 
bar that looks into the open kitchen. 
The best reason to go to Rintaro, 
and the reason I will almost certainly 
return, is the chicken. After spending a 
few decades being dismissed as boring 
by chefs and food writers alike, the bird 
is beginning to make a comeback as 
diners are learning 
to enjoy the savory 
dark meat, skin, and 
other bits that bear no 
resemblance to taste- 
less pieces of bone- 
less-skinless popular 


Izakaya Rintaro 

82 14th St., 589-7022, 
izakayarintaro.com 
Hours: Mon-Thu 
5:30-10 p.m., Sat-Sun 





. Gabrielle Lurie 


Don't be afraid of the whole fried 
fish at Rintaro. 


a work of contemporary art. It’s so thor- 
oughly fried that you can crunch through 
the fish’s bones and fins and head like 
they’re potato chips. And two sizable 
fillets, admirably moist inside their 
crunchy shell, could be pulled off the 
bone for those at the table more squea- 
mish about eating 
the nibbly bits. 

Those were the 
highlights I found 
on a menu that for 
the most part was 
pretty good, to damn 


in the 90s. The chefs 5:30-11 p.m. it with faint praise. 
at Rintaro understand There are perfectly 
chicken and serve up fine Berkshire pork 
some of the best skew- Orenchi Beyond gyoza connected by 
ers in the city. Wings 174 Valencia, lacy “wings” ($6.50) 


come deboned and 


orenchi-beyond.com 


and a quite nice 


butterflied, meaty and Hours: Tue-Thu 6-9:30 appetizer of black 
bursting with juices p.m., Fri-Sat 6-10:30 trumpet mushrooms 
that have all of those p.m., Sun 5-8:30 p.m. sauteed in butter 
delightful chicken-y ($6.50), though 
flavors. Skin, thighs, both were a bit dis- 


oysters, and other parts of the bird are 
treated with respect. You'll want to try 
them all anyway, so to save time you 
might as well order all at once ($6-$7). 
But save room for the whole fried 
petrale sole, which is as beautiful as it 
is delicious ($23). The fish is deep-fried 
whole and puffs up in sharp angles like 
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appointing in their normality after that 
fish and transcendent, charcoal-scented 
chicken. I couldn’t detect the promised 
curry in the kabocha squash croquettes, 
but they had the right interplay between 
smoothness and crunch. And a closing 
yuzu soufflé cheesecake is a light, floral, 
not-cloying ending to the meal ($10.50). 


To drink there is a sake list, rice beer, 
and Peko Peko’s own plum wine, which 
has a complex, not-too-sweet flavor that 
captures the taste of Japanese ume nicely. 
A glass or two of that, a half-dozen skew- 
ers, and youd leave a very happy human. 


You'd be pleased to just get a seat at 
Orenchi Beyond, the upper Valencia 
spinoff of Santa Clara’s famed Orenchi 
ramen house, a place where two-hour 
lunch lines are the rule, not the excep- 
tion. Orenchi Beyond is crowded, sure, 
but early reports of its USSR-caliber lines 
were greatly exaggerated. It’s possible to 
go near opening at 5:30, get your name 
on the list with only a half-hour wait — 
longer than most of us want to stand 
around hungrily, to be sure, but the time 
goes by relatively quickly with a drink at 
the restaurant’s outdoor bar at Orenchi 
or across the street at Zeitgeist. 

The one benefit of waiting is you 
can spend those minutes fantasizing 
about the bowl of soup that will be 
in front of you shortly, and the good 
news is that the ramen holds up to the 
hype. The original version, Orenchi 
($12), is a wonderfully porky tonkotsu 
broth, with resilient noodles, fatty (but 
not too fatty) broth, a perfectly cooked 
runny egg, and all the elements of the 
ramen symphony coming together 
beautifully. The tonkotsu-based Be- 
yond Ramen ($12) has a garlicky broth 
topped with fried garlic and peppery 
mizuna greens. Neither bowl features 
much pork belly, but I found the rich- 
ness of the soup to more than make up 
for it. Soy- and salt-based ramens are 
also available. Someday I might be able 
to tear myself away from the pork long 
enough to order them. 

Unlike the original ramen house, 
Orenchi Beyond also has a decent se- 
lection of appetizers — you could forgo 
ramen entirely and make a meal out of 
appetizers, though youd be insane to 
make that choice. I liked the crunchy, 
spicy fried chicken wings ($7.80) quite 
a bit, but perhaps fermented squid 
($5.80), with its slimy, cartiligeous tex- 
ture, is an acquired taste. Cold, smoky, 
deep-fried eggplant ($6.50), like a 
Japanese baba ganoush, is a good way 
to get your vegetables in before diving 
headlong into a bowl of pork. 

All of it can be washed down with 
Sapporo served in metal cups ($5.80) 
and a selection of one-cup sakes. 

Both fit in with the jaunty look of the 
room: Patrons perch on tree stumps, 
the décor is more modern-industrial 
than traditional, and the major design 
element is the wooden beehive pat- 
tern crisscrossing its floor-to-ceiling 
window. It’s the opposite of Rintaro’s 
refined restraint, but the focus of both 
is the same: the open kitchen, in this 
case a glassed-off room where huge 
cauldrons of broth bubble merrily 
away. If this is the future of the Upper 
Mission, I welcome the upward creep. 


Anna.Roth@SFWeekly.com 
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FRESH EATS 


Burma Love 
Comes to the 
Mission 

By Omar Mamoon 


I grew up in an Indian-Burmese 
household, and my mom was an awe- 
some cook. Though she mostly made 
northern Indian curries and biryanis, 
my mom would often cook up a mean 
mohinga (Burmese catfish chowder) and 
mix up a tasty lahpet (tea leaf salad). So 
when I moved to San Francisco eight 
years ago, | was thrilled to find that both 
of these dishes could be found at Burma 
Superstar — and that the restaurant’s 
versions tasted spot-on. 

But living in the Mission, I soon 
learned that my cravings for the food 
required time and a trek: a 20-plus 
minute, a $20-plus taxi one-way only 
to wait in a cold, cold line for upwards 
of two hours (first world problems, I 
know, but still: problems) at Burma 
Superstar and its sister restaurant, 


RECENT OPENERS 


A weekly listing of new dining spots around 
town. To recommend a place, e-mail 
fresheats@sfweekly.com. 


The Devil’s Acre: New North Beach cocktail spot from 
the Future Bars team (Bourbon & Branch, et al.) is 
going for an old-timey pharmacy vibe. Gold Rush-era 
cocktails, a soda fountain, and a vintage drink-mixing 
machine round out the concept. 256 Columbus 

Dinosaurs: The fourth location of a popular bahn mi 
restaurant opens near the Hall of Justice. Crispy 
tofu, grilled pork, and shaking beef sandwiches are 
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Omar Mamoon 


The famed tea leaf salad. This 
picture was taken at the Burma 
Superstar, but the portion and 
presentation is the exact same at 
Burma Love. 


B Star, in the Inner Richmond. Well, 
Burma Superstar fans rejoice: The new 
location on Valencia just opened, per- 
fect for a foggy San Francisco night 

or to cure the ill effects of a hangover. 
It’s called Burma Love, and it’s deli- 
cious. 

Burma Love is much larger than 
Burma Superstar, with two long din- 
ing rooms as well as a bar (full liquor 
license is pending). The atmosphere 
is a little more modern and swankier 
than the original, and the menu prices 
are $2 or $3 more expensive (analo- 
gous to the 16th Street Lers Ros com- 
pared with its original Larkin Street 
location). But for me, the lack of a 
line and proximity for those living 
closer to the city center are well worth 
the extra few bucks on the bill. Plus, 
the quality is better (the chicken and 
lamb are organic). 

If you've never had Burma Super- 
star, or Burmese food, here’s >? p42 


among the favorites. No seating, but there is pinball. 
18 Boardman Place, 701-1421, eatdinosaurs.com 

KobeQ: The Inner Richmond gets another Korean bar- 
becue place, this one from the team behind izakaya 
Kaiju Eats. The eclectic menu also features ginseng 
chicken, ramen, and fried rice with Kobe beef. 4116 
Geary, 702-6695 

The Progress: The long-anticipated second restaurant 
from State Bird Provisions chefs/owners Stuart Brioza 
and Nicole Krasinski has finally arrived. The menu is 
all family-style meals in various configurations of 
courses. Good luck getting a reservation (the bar 
is open for walk-ins). 1525 Fillmore, 673-1294, 
theprogress-sf.com 





Eiji 


Japanese Restaurant 


Homemode 
Tofu! 


317 Sanchez St @ 16th 
San Francisco 
415.558.8149 


rine! PIZZA 


SINCE 1975 


Open Fri & Sat 


WINGS "TILL 2AM 
$300 vstice 


GAN FRANCISCO 
509 VALENCIA ST @ 16TH | (415) 255-1303 


2119 SHATTUCK AVE BERKELEY | (510) 841-4035 
Now offering vegan pizza at this location 


a4: 


HAPPY HOUR 


PITCHERS « 
MARGARITAS 


SERVED BY THE GLASS 





DPENTABLE DIMERS CMODICE 


Get Tickets at YOSHIS.COM / the venue box office / 
; ter ; : iy : _ ; T 
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2014 Winner af 
Reitaated! Cheers get 
reserved seateg ie De cuts! 


Cestect rotert@iystius com 
is host & Private Eveet 





Eben + 
~ae” 


a10- 238- 9200. 


GILBERTH'S 


rotisserie & grill 
Where Latin Fusion Meets Urban Chic 


2427 3rd St, SF 


415-913-7163 


Monday-Saturday 
sam—3pm* & 5:30pm—-10pm 


*Excluding Saturday, when we are closed for lunch. 
Service begins at 5:30pm on Saturday 


www.gilberths.com 





5 z 
TT 415.255.8201 
546 VALENCIA ST. 


O}ND) AON TIN S81 nN TEENS 4 V4 Wolo) | 


ORDER’ BY, PHONE: 
415.647.1929 


OPEN FOR’ LUNCH/& DINNER 


UPYNEWWMTILS 
FROM)}1,1:30/ AM’ 


3881/24) STREET, 
BETWEEN VICKSBURG. 
CSE Te 4 
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NFL Playoff 
Games With Us 


Call to reserve 
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3200 24th Street 


ote 


@ S. Van Ness 
415-550-7510 


Non-Fri 11AM-2AM 


Sat-Sun 9AN-2AM 


mrCrave 


—bistro- 





ey FALL pio 


WEDNESDAYS OO.) 


Maley Ec. My Utes pe 
7-9PM » NO COVER 


ND 
HAPPY HOUR 


TUE - SAT 5-7PM 


@ —==» 


A\S 


BREAKFAST + LUNCH DAILY 
DINNER TUESDAY - SAT 
BRUNCH SAT + SUN 


655 ELLIS STREET, SF 
415-321-8899 
MRCRAVEBISTRO.COM 
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TAQUERIA 
PIGAN'GUN 


Bir LB ds 


beef af the vey aaue 


WINNER 


BEST BURRITO, 
VEGGIE BURRITO, 
IN SAN FRANCISCO! 


Bay Guardian 
“Best of the Bay” 
1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 
2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 

2009, 2012, 2013 


2288 Mission St. @ 19th 
(415) 252-9560 
1003 Market St. @ 6th 
(415) 864-6773 


Come visit our newest location: 


3211 Mission St. @ Valencia 











KINGDOM OF DUMPLING 


= AUTHENTIC CHINESE + DIM SUM == 








Hand Made and Fresh 
Over 20 Kinds of Dim Sum 
Dumplings 
Pot Stickers 
Won Ton 


Pancakes 


TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415.665.6617 


DINE IN: 1/13 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 





FALL IN LOVE, HAPPENS, GROWS AND STAYS 
nin ~WWW.kKingofchinesedumpling.com ini: 


re ew ie 


' 


KING OF NO@DLES 
— Hand-Pulled Everyday — 
1639 Irving St., 415.566.8318 





Mikkeller BAR 





LUNCH SPECIAL 
BRATWURST + BEER OF THE DAY 
$12.00 M-F 12-4PM 


34 MASON STREET, SF 
(415) 984-0279 
www.mikkellerbar.com 











Sth TJ 


1 WEEK FREE 
UNLIMITED 
CYCLING 
CLASSES 


FUN GROUP WORKOUTS 


BRING YOUR OWN BIKE 


MASSAGE 


901 Sansome Street 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
WW W.SHIFT-SF.COM 


LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THECALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE MUSIC 


Fresh Eats from p41 


a solid order that'll make you look like 
you grew up eating the stuff: Come 
with three or four people, and start 
with the flaky buttery roti with curry 
and the tea leaf salad (duh). For the 
main course, get the warm catfish 
chowder soup (mohinga); it’s the na- 
tional dish of Burma, and make sure 
to dress it with a squeeze of lemon 
and spice it up with dried chilis. Fin- 
ish with a spicy and sweet Burmese 
shrimp curry with a side order of coco- 
nut rice. You'll leave stuffed, satisfied, 
and happy. 


Burma Love 
211 Valencia 


Tasty Remedy 
For Holiday 
Excess 


By Julie Kramer 


If you’re feeling the pinch of a 
too-tight belt after all the holiday merry- 
making, Namu Gaji has a dish that’s 
healthy and seriously delicious. Simply 
identified as “Napa” on the dinner menu 
(under “Cold” items), this is a huge, col- 
orful salad that can generously feed two 
or be shared as part of a family-style 
meal with a whole table. Napa cabbage is 
one of the stars of the dish, tender leaves 
and thinly-sliced stalk; there are also shi- 
rataki noodles, a favorite of the healthy 
set for being low in carbs and calories 
(they’re yam-based), while also having a 
fun and slippery mouthfeel. 

Cucumber slices add another level 
of cooling refreshment, and shreds of 
nori impart a faint taste of the sea. 

All of these ingredients come together 
under a slightly tart ponzu dressing, 
while sparkling pomegranate seeds 
provide a sweet crunch and visual 
appeal. Stir it all together to distribute 
the noodles underneath and scoop it 
up with your chopsticks: It’s a sym- 
phony of flavors and textures, light yet 
satisfying. 

Lucky customers may be the recipi- 
ents of napa cabbage from Namu’s own 
farm in Sunol, and while the menu 
of this neighborhood restaurant may 
change in the new year, one can only 
hope this dish will stick around. A big 
bowl of Napa combined with a sizzling 
stone pot (koshihikari rice, vegetables, 
egg, and killer house-made kimchee) 
is more than enough for two hungry 
people; Namu Gaji doesn’t skimp on 
portion size. The cooks also know that 
food can taste really good and be good 
for you. Just try to stay virtuous after 
paying your check because, well, Bi- 
Rite Creamery is around the corner. 


Namu Gaji 
499 Dolores, 431-6268, namusf.com 


LUNCH 
SPECIALS 
EVERYDAY 


COMES WITH SOUP OF THE DAY + RICE 
STARTING AT $6.95 


DINE IN > PICKUP 
FREE DELIVERY 
525 HAIGHT ST 


SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94117 
415.525.3065 


WEEKLY 


415.536.8180 
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> A BAR LIKE A LAID-BACK PINOT NOIR. 


Sweet on the Finish 


“This is amazing,” Megs said 
about the Etcetera Wine Bar on Valen- 
cia. “It’s like a hidden gem.” She was- 
stunned she lives nearby but had never 
seen it. I wasn't: It is the nature of hid- 
den gems to be hidden, to appear and 
vanish from our lives before we've 
caught on. 

Etcetera leans as close as it can 
to “hip” without ever crossing the 
line from “chill.” A traditional bar 
anchors one quarter of the room, the 
rest of which is devoted to a long row 
of tables that start out at ordinary 
height and then get lower and closer 
to the floor as you reach the back. The 
ceiling has an antique map printed on 
the tiles. The food menu is one single 
page of “bites” and pizza options, 
along with tapas specials on the 
blackboard. 

There is so much good 
wine produced in Cali- 
fornia that I suspect it 
would be pretty hard 
to establish a bad 
wine bar here. An 
entire menu could 
be made up of 
the free wine San 
Franciscans gave 
away on Craig- — 
slist this morn- 
ing, and it would 
still have a better 
selection than the 
entire state of Ne- 
braska. The problem 
a Bay Area wine bar 
faces, therefore, is not 
to be adequate but to be 
exceptional in a place where 
some of the world’s best vine- 
yards are two hours past the bridge. 
If there were less traffic or better 
public transit, no wine bar would be 
up to the task. 

Etcetera holds its own. The wine 
menu is sectioned by flights, by 
the glass, by country, and by rarity. 
There’s less to each section than 
meets the eye — a common flaw at 
Bay Area wine bars, where “complica- 
tion” of menu is often mistaken for 
“quality” — but it’s a strong selection 
and well-curated. Come with a friend; 
it’s geared to people who are going to 
buy by the bottle. 

Megs and I moved to San Fran- 
cisco around the same time, and met 
each other through Burning Man. 
Years ago, out on the playa, a vol- 
unteer came up to us and said how 
much he loved being on our team, 
how great everyone was, and how 
well we all got along. “You two,” he 
said, “you're obviously such great 
friends. You hang out together all the 
time back in San Francisco, right?” 

And there was this long pause, 
because in fact we never had. Not 
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WSTILLATIONS 


for any reason (I think?) ... we just 
hadn't. 

We both replied at the same time. 
One of us said “Sure,” and the other 
said “No,” and I can’t for the life of 
me remember which one I was. 

Over the years we had connected 
at parties, at art events, performed 
together ... but this may have been 
the first time we'd ever hung out one- 
to-one. For the life of us, we can’t 
remember. 

Megs ordered the flight of Rhone 
whites, I took the flight of Italian 
reds. They looked too good — and 
reasonably priced — to pass up. 

I’ve lost track of the number of 
apartments Megs has been through 
since we met; I’ve moved exactly 
once. We’ve both been in and out 

of relationships, and talked 
about it over the years in 
a pragmatic, “I guess 
I have to catch you 
up now,’ way, al- 
though at one New 
Year’s Eve party 
I watched her 
give her lover a 
truly passionate 
kiss. I was alone 
that night, but 
a stranger made 
out with me in 
a clinical way. I 
got home the next 
morning, woke 
up with a massive 
hangover, and discov- 
ered that my pockets 
were filled with cake. 
Each flight comes with 

four glasses, and each glass has a 
generous pour. Every glass is labeled 
with a small note tied around the 
stem by a delicate string. Very practi- 
cal, and very pretty. Megs adored it, 
while I thought how good it would be 
if the people in our lives came labeled 
like this. She will be your light Char- 
donnay with hints of vanilla; he will 
be your Petit Syrah with a complicat- 
ed finish. This is who they are to you. 

The wine was superb, to a glass, 
and we each finished the night with a 
late vintage port from 2005. It made 
us swoon together, in perfect sync. 
“Yes,” we both said as one. 

We left, after several hours, prom- 
ising to do it again, to keep in touch, 
and saying we love each other. Yet 
one day we're going to look up and 
discover that the other has gone, and 
that for the life of us we can’t remem- 
ber where. 


Etcetera Wine Bar 
795 Valencia, 926-5477, 
etceterawinebar.com 


Benjamin@omnibucket.com 





The Examiner and SF Weekly 
join to talk about the news 
Kolier-Jmialela Weim ilialemelelelelals 


Every Friday, 10a.m.-Noon 
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Make-Out Room 


THURS 1/8 AT GPM FREE 
UB RI 


70S DUB REGGAE & BEYOND! 
w/ THEE VEXED ONE & DJ DARTAJAX 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM FREE 


FESTIVAL ‘68 


ROCKSTEADY, EARLY REGGAE & SKA 


RESIDENT SELECTOR ADAM & GUESTS 


FRI 1/9 AT 6PM FREE 
COOL AS FUCK! 
SECOND FRIDAY HAPPY HOUR 
W/ DJS KEVIN, BRIAN, LIAM & RAUL 
SPINNING GUITAR-BASED INDIE POP GEMS THAT 
SPARKLE AND SHINE, LOUDLY RIP AND GENTLY ROAR 
FOLLOWING AT 10PM $5 
LAST NITE 
2000S INDIE DANCE PARTY 


POST PUNK, DANCE PUNK, FREAK FOLK, SYNTH POP, 
NU RAVE, CHILLE-WAVE & GARAGE 


w/ DJS JAMIE JAMS & EMDEE 
SAT 1/10 AT 6:30PM $5-$20 


WRITERS WITH DRINKS! 


OCTAVIO SOLIS ¢ SANDRA LIM 
JOSHUA DAVIS ¢ TIM JOHNSTON 
HOSTED BY CHARLIE JANE ANDERS! 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM $5 


EL SUPERRITMO! 


DJ EL KOOL KYLE Y DJ ROGER MAS 
CUMBIA, DANCE-HALL, HOP-HOP, REGGAE- 
TON, SALSA BUENA Y MAS! 


SUN 1/11 AT 7PM $8 
STRANGE HOTEL + FUTURE TWIN 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM FREE 


ANTS ON A LOG 
vis, DJS KK & NED + MUCH MORE! 


MON 1/12 AT 7PM FREE 


ENCHANTED LAGOON 
MIKE D & MICKEY ANGRY 


KITTY CHOW & FISHERMAN TRIO 
FOLLOWING AT 9PM FREE 


WHEEL OF KARAOKE! 


A FUN KARAOKE GAME SHOW WHERE AUDIENCE MEMBERS 
SING SONGS WHILE TAKING ON THE WHEEL OF FATE IN 
HOPES TO WIN THE GRAND PRIZE! GUEST COMEDIANS, MUSI- 
CIANS & VAUDEVILLE ACTS CAMEO THROUGHOUT THE NIGHT 


TUES 1/13 AT 6PM FREE 


DJ TONEARM: 
AMPLIFIED SOUL! 
FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM FREE 
SLOW JAMS 


w/ DJ PRIMO & FRIENDS 
DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL 


WED 1/14 AT 7PM $8 
THE WHIP PRESENTS: 


CHAIN & THE GANG, 
FLESH WORLD & SKATE LAWS! 


FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM FREE 
THE WHIP 
W/ DJ SIKK LAFFTER & TENDER LLOYD 
STRANGE HOUSE & COSMIC DISCO, GIRL 
GROUP BUMPS & WEIRDO HUMPS! 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 


415-647-2888 * www.makeoutroom.com 
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Can't Hardly Wait 


New releases to look forward to, from the Bay and beyond. 


Talent Nich 


at the A SH R Am 


SONNY AND THE 


By Adrian Spinelli 


As we leave 2014’s year in mu- 
sic behind — have you read enough end- 
of-the-year lists yet? — we've been 
celebrating Run The Jewels’ hip-hop re- 
naissance and St. Vincent’s ascension to 
indie royalty, along with local efforts in the 
form of Souls of Mischief’s most soulful 
effort to date, Tycho and Cathedrals’ new 
bangs, and Ty Segall’s and Sun Kil Moon’s 
excellent full-lengths. 

But it’s time to look forward to 
what lies ahead for us in 2015, both 
locally and beyond. Here’s a handful of 
albums we’re just a little bit more than 
excited about. To keep your attention 
harnessed on the imminent future, 
our focus is on confirmed first-quarter 
releases (January through March, plus a 
couple bonuses). So get your calendars 
ready and start polishing up on old 
discogs so you can share “new year, new 
music” buzz with us. 


LOCAL FLAVOR 


Ty Segall — Mr. Face EP 

Jan. 13 (Castle Face) 

Are you really surprised that Ty Segall is 
dropping a new album this soon after Au- 
gust’s Manipulator? The Mr. Face EP is 
billed as “the world’s first playable 3D 
glasses.” In essence, it will be released as 
two 7-inch records, one blue and one red, 
that you use to see the album’s artwork. 
Pretty sweet, right? If that isn’t enough, 
Segall is also releasing a Live in San Fran- 
cisco record with the Ty Segall Band on 
Jan. 26, recorded live at a show at the 
Rickshaw Stop. The album is engineered 
by Thee Oh Sees’ and Castle Face Records’ 
label-head John Dwyer. In short, yes 
please. 


Belle & Sebastian — Girls in 
Peacetime Want to Dance 

Jan. 20 (Matador) 

To think that this Scottish indie-pop 
band’s illustrious career might've never 
happened had singer Stuart Murdoch not 
had a life-changing, light-bulb of a stint in 
San Francisco in the ’90s that inspired 
eight albums. The six-piece returns with 
its first release since the delectable Write 
About Love came out five years ago. 


The Dodos — Individ 

Jan. 27 (Polyvinyl) 

The energetic SF duo will be dropping 
their sixth LP on Polyvinyl Records, and 
their first since 2013's solemn and intro- 
spective Carrier. All we've heard so far is 
the wonderful first single, “Confidence,” 
but that’s enough to get us stoked. 
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Sonny & The Sunsets — Talent 
Night at The Ashram 

Feb. 17 (Polyvinyl) 

Sonny Smith is our local sage of psyche- 
delic garage-folk. Why travel around the 
world and into outer space when Sonny & 
The Sunsets are bringing the soundtrack 
to San Francisco? Check out the trippy 
video for the first single “Cheap Exten- 
sions, and hit up the band’s website to 
see the new limited-edition Sonny and 
the Sunsets comic book, too. 


Faith No More — Untitled 

April 15 (Reclamation/Ipecac) 
You think 14 years is a long time to go be- 
tween records? Move over D'Angelo, S.F’s 
veteran weird-alt-rock heavyweight Faith 
No More will be releasing its first album in 
a whopping 17 years. It’s currently being 
produced in Oakland, and will be self-re- 
leased on the band’s new imprint Recla- 
mation Recordings. The first single is 
called “Motherfucker.” You can use your 
imagination on what else to expect... 


BEYOND THE BAY 


Panda Bear — Panda Bear Meets 
The Grim Reaper 

Jan. 13 (Domino) 

Animal Collective’s Noah Lennox has argu- 
ably had as much success on his Panda Bear 
solo project as he has had with the band. 
Meets The Grim Reaper will be his fifth LP, 
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and if the video for “Boys Latin” is any indi- 
cation, this will be a super-trippy endeavor. 


Sleater-Kinney — No Cities To Love 
Jan. 20 (Sub Pop) 

Ten years after the release of the excellent 
The Woods, Sleater-Kinney has come back 
together for another run of some of the fin- 
est guitar-driven alt-rock ... well ... ever. In 
the interim, Corin Tucker, she of the impos- 
sible staccato, released two solo albums, 
and Carrie Brownstein (whom an entire 
generation of youngsters now knows as 
Carrie from Portlandia) and drummer Janet 
Weiss dropped a critically acclaimed album 
with Wild Flag. Go ahead and also mark 
May 2 on your calendar, when Sleater-Kin- 
ney visits S.F. at The Masonic. 


Young Ejecta — The Planet 

Jan. 27 (Driftless) 

Leanne Macomber is an expressionist in 
every form of the word. Her musical per- 
sona, Ejecta, always appears naked, as, ac- 
cording to Macomber, “she’s just appeared 
on Earth after being re-born.” The former 
Neon Indian keyboardist will be releasing 
her second Ejecta LP of smooth yet ambi- 
tious synth-pop with producer Joel Ford 
(of Ford & Lopatin). 


Father John Misty — | Love You, 
Honeybear 
Feb. 10 (Sub Pop) 


The former Fleet Foxes drummer returns 


for his second Americana-folk solo effort. 
On his debut and subsequent tour for Fear 
Fun, frontman Josh Tillman firmly estab- 
lished himself as a singular force. He also 
stole the show (ina typically low-key fash- 
ion) at 2012’s Outside Lands Festival with 
his Sunday afternoon Panhandle Stage set, 
featuring the smash single “Hollywood 
Forever Cemetery Sings.” (The video for it 
features Aubrey Plaza going bananas.) 


Chromatics — Dear Tommy 

Feb. 14 (Italians Do It Better) 
Chromatics’ Johnny Jewel is the hard- 
est-working man in Italo-Disco. If you 
were lucky enough to see the crew’s last 
S.E appearance at the Mezzanine in 2013, 
you saw Jewel sending the crowd into a 
luscious and velvety tailspin of utterly 
danceable post-disco jams with the radiant 
Ida No on vocals. There’s been an engaging 
album teaser campaign on the band’s Face- 
book page as they look to build on the suc- 
cess of 2012's Kill For Love. 


The Decemberists — What a Terri- 
ble World, What a Beautiful World 
Jan. 20 (Capitol) 

Colin Meloy is one of the best songwriters 
out there, seamlessly incorporating liter- 
ary themes into complex epic tales of love, 
lust, and despair. The much-anticipated 
seventh LP from The Decemberists al- 
ready features the wonderful single “Make 
You Better.” 


Ibeyi — Ibeyi 

Feb. 17 (XL Recordings) 

If you haven't heard of the French-Cuban 
twins yet, remember who did you this fa- 
vor. Naomi and Lisa-Kainde Diaz havea 
symbiotic musical relationship that could 
only emanate from their unique genetic tie 
to each other and to their father, Cuban 
percussionist Anga Diaz, who played with 
Buena Vista Social Club, among other acts. 
The sisters sing in peppered harmonies, 
coursing through piano and percussion in 
an electronically influenced tribal style 
that pays homage to their tradition as well 
as influences from hip-hop, soul, and R&B. 
It’s one of the most intruiging upcoming 
projects of 2015, and their early video for 
“River” is flat-out spellbinding. 


Of Montreal — Aureate Gloom 
March 3 (Polyvinyl) 

The tireless Kevin Barnes returns for Of 
Montreal's 13th album. (Yes, 13. Nota 
misprint.) This will be the band’s eighth 
release on S.F’s Polyvinyl Records, which 
also boasts two other releases on this list 
(Sonny & The Sunsets and The Dodos.) 


San Fermin — Jackrabbit 

April 21 (Downtown) 

And finally, our last bonus entry. Brook- 
lyn’s baroque-pop eight-piece band San 
Fermin dropped one of the most beauti- 
fully arranged and sophisticated concept 
albums of 2013 with its self-titled debut. 
San Fermin was littered with Hemingway 
references, horns, strings, and an extrava- 
gant male/female vocal dichotomy. On 
Jackrabbit, composer Ellis Ludwig-Leone 
will be looking to explore the more “pop” 
side of the coin, and judging from the new 
material they've been playing live, it’s one 
to get excited for. 
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SOME THOUGHTS OF A CERTAIN SOUND 


The Church of 
Deep House 


By Chris Zaldua 


“Deep house” is, unfortunately, 
at this point, something of a cliché. What 
once referred to a long-standing tradition 
of soulful, atmospheric house music is 
now more commonly used to describe the 
kind of bland, generic, by-the-numbers 
house music you hear at bottle service 
clubs and “ultra lounges” throughout the 
country. Nevertheless, “deep house’ in its 
original sense still exists, and Fred Peter- 
kin, aka Fred P., Black Jazz Consortium, 
and Anthology, is perhaps its most faith- 
ful and relevant practitioner. 

Fred P. is a quintessential New 
Yorker, one of the latest in a long line 
of electronic music producers who 
somehow capture and embody the soul 
of New York City. He came to the fore 
in the mid-’00s alongside his compatri- 
ots DJ Qu, Jus-Ed, and Levon Vincent, 
all of whom took a different approach 
to acommon theme, pushing the 
boundaries of what house music could 
be, infusing it with a contemplative, 
emotional spirit. To quote the emi- 
nently quotable Terre Thaemlitz (aka 
DJ Sprinkles): “House isn’t so much a 
sound as a situation.” 


OTHER WORTHY PARTIES THIS WEEK 


Night Fever Thursdays with Chris Orr at 
Madrone Art Bar, 9 p.m.-2 a.m. Thursday, 
Jan. 8. Free; madroneartbar.com 

Disco Is the spirit of San Francisco. It's a 
perennial favorite on our city’s dance- 
floors and a part of our history - disco 
would not have been the same without 
Sylvester, and Sylvester would not have 
been the same without San Francisco. 
Night Fever is a Thursday night weekly 
disco party at Madrone Art Bar on Di- 
visadero that features a rotating cast of 
selectors; this time around it’s Chris Orr, 
who will be manning the decks every 
Thursday in January. Orr is a San Fran- 
cisco veteran, and one of the city’s most 
talented and knowledgeable DJs. His roots 
in the city go back to the mid-'90s, but 
he's been DJing for much longer - and has 
the record collection to prove it. Expect to 
hear an assortment of disco favorites as 
well as some boogie and funk, to keep 
things interesting. 


13th Annual Capricorn Party featuring 
Seth Troxler at Public Works, 9 p.m.-4 
a.m. Friday, Jan. 9. $18-$25; publicsf.com 
Every year, local promoter and DJ Dax Lee 
celebrates his birthday - as well as that of 
all other Capricorns - by throwing a big 
party. This year it’s his 40th and he’s in- 
vited perhaps his biggest guest yet, Seth 
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Fred P’s sound, in particular, is 
jazzy and infused with soul. In his case, 
“deep house” is an entirely accurate way 
of describing his sound — it’s house 
music you can sink into, lose yourself 
in. This time around, he’s debuting a 
set under his new “Anomaly” moniker 
— and from listening to his Anomaly 
productions, he seems to be striking a 
more heavily emotional chord, ramping 
up the feeling and pathos that’s always 
been present in his work. 

Joining him are a handful of local 


Troxler, to throw down with him. In case 
you're somehow not familiar with Troxler, 
he’s one of the world’s most popular 
house DJs, earning his chops in the Detroit 
scene in the early ‘00s then, through 
sheer talent and an outsize, charismatic 
personality, ended up dominating the Ibi- 
za-European club circuit as the ‘10s rolled 
around. He's an extraordinarily fun DJ - he 
knows how to work a crowd and give them 
what they want, running through vintage 
Detroit-Chicago-New York house music 
while throwing in newer tunes, too. Join- 
ing him is an array of locals: Anthony Man- 
Sfield, Little John, Rich Korach, Buckner 
and of course, Dax himself. 


Robot Ears presents Juan Sanchez and 
more at Monarch, 9:30 p.m.-3 a.m. 
Friday, Jan. 9. $10-$20; monarchsf.com 
Robot Ears’ MO focuses on a particular 
breed of techno: the hard, sleek, European 
no-nonsense kind, no gimmicks or trickery 
involved - just techno. To kick off the new 
year they're bringing Juan Sanchez, a Dutch 
producer and DJ and regular fixture on the 
European techno festival circuit. Sanchez’'s 
Style is techno to the core, repetitive and 
pummeling, like listening to a symphony of 
machines; it's the kind of techno best expe- 
rienced in a long-form DJ set, where the 
peaks smooth out and the horizon recedes, 


Fred P. 
Seze Devres Photography 





DJs: Carlos Souffront, whose raw, elec- 
tric DJ selections will be the perfect 
counterpoint to Fred P’s deep emo- 
tions; Lance DeSardi, a deep house fa- 
natic who splits his time between San 
Francisco and London; and Stay Deep, 
As You Like It’s newest resident DJ. 


As You Like It presents 

Fred P. vs. Anomaly 

and more at Public Works 

9 p.m.-4a.m. Saturday, Jan. 10. 
$10-$15; publicsf.com 


and the meaning of time is lost in a dance- 
floor singularity. He's supported by local DJs 
Patrick Gil (of Direct To Earth), Craig Kuna (of 
former party [KONTROL]), John Kaberna, 
and Steven Campodonico. 


The Chase presents Bookworms, Cromie 
and Sage Caswell, Brogan Bentley, and 
more at F8, 10 p.m.-4 a.m. Saturday, 
Jan. 10. $7-$10; feightsf.com 

One of the city's most compelling parties, 
The Chase has a unique focus on the inter- 
sections between Balearic-flavored cosmic 
disco, deep house, and atmospheric techno 
that sets it apart from the rest. The latest it- 
eration is something of a homecoming 
party for Bookworms, aka Nick Dawson, one 
of the many electronic musicians who left 
San Francisco for New York. He's made a 
small but important splash in New York, 
hooking up with outsider-house record la- 
bel L.ILE.S. and the similarly-minded collec- 
tive Confused House. He's performing a live 
set of his particularly-flavored take on 
house music, somehow both raw and re- 
fined at once. He's joined by Cromie and 
Sage Caswell, fixtures of the underground 
L.A. party scene, who will be performing a 
back-to-back DJ set, and Brogan Bentley, a 
local producer who will perform live. Finally, 
resident DJ Ash Williams will be spinning 
tunes throughout the evening. 
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watch with us: 


ALL MLS GAMES * BOXING 
UFC CHAMPIONSHIPS 
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Visit our website 


WWW.DANNYCOYLES.COM 
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SAN FRANCISCO 


SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EVERY SUNDAY! 
WEDNESDAY 1/7 - SATURDAY 1/10 THURSDAY 1/22 


FROM THE JOE ROGAN EXPERIENCE AND COMEDY ALLSTARS 


COMEDY CENTRAL'S THIS IS NOT HAPPENING! WITH CONOR KELLICUTT, NATO GREEN, MARY VAN NOTE & MORE! 


ARI SHAFFIR 


DREW PLATT 


TUESDAY 1/13 
THE VICE PRINCIPALS 
OF COMEDY 


JANUARY 23 - FEBRUARY 8 


SF SKETCHFEST 
THE SAN FRANCISCO COMEDY FESTIVAL! fi 
WWW.SFSKETCHFEST.COM 


WEDNESDAY 2/11 - SATURDAY 2/14 


FROM TOTALLY BIASED WITH W. KAMAU BELL AND 
LATE NIGHT WITH JIMMY FALLON! 


SHENG WANG 


CARLA CLAYY, JESSE FERNANDEZ 


WEDNESDAY 2/25 - SATURDAY 2/28 
FROM NIKKI & SARA LIVE & @ MIDNIGHT! =" : 


NIKKI GLASER 


TOM BRADY, LYDIA POPOVICH 


WEDNESDAY 1/14 ~ SATURDAY 1/17 
FROM TOM RHODES RADIO PODCAST! 
TOM RHODES 

LYNN RUTH MILLER, TOBY MURESIANU 


FACEBOOK.COM/PUNCHLINESF ® TWITTER.COM/PUNCHLINESF ® PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB.COM * ABOVE 444 BATTERY STREET 
18 & OVER * 2 DRINK MINIMUM ® ALL SHOWS ARE LIVE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE * CALL FOR SHOW TIMES * 415-397-PLSF 


TUESDAY 1/20 - WEDNESDAY 1/21 
SCIENTIST TURNED COMEDIAN 


FOLLOW 


WED 1/21 
COBB’S COMEDY SHOWCASE 


JANUARY 22 - FEBRUARY 8 
SF SKETCHFEST (<2) » 
The San Francisco Comedy Festival! 
See full lineup at 
WWW.SFSKETCHFEST.COM 


FRI 2/13 - SAT 2/14 
ROSEANNE BARR 


Valentines Day! 


THUR 2/19 - SAT 2/21 
ARTIE LANGE ey 
From The Howard Stern Show and 


The Artie Lange Show! 





THURSDAY 1/8 - 
SUNDAY 1/11 


GODFREY 


From Louie and 
BET’s Comic View! 


FRIDAY 1/16 - 
SATURDAY 1/17 


MICHAEL YO 
& FRIENDS 


From E! News and 
Chelsea Lately! 


THUR 2/26 - SAT 2/28 = 
SEBASTIAN MANISCALCO Fes 


From The Late Late Show with Craig 
Ferguson and The Tonight Show! 





ALL SHOWS: Cover charge plus two beverage minimum e 18 & older with valid ID 
915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD), SAN FRANCISCO * SHOW INFO: 415-928-4320 
Validated ne Anchorage Garage, 500 Beach St. 
AAT Mt ete] -}-t-lete] ||») Aeze) || 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket 
prices are subject to change without notice. 
All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. 
Avoid Online Fees at our Box Office. 


ticketmaster.com 


citi 
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THE CAPRICORN PARTY 


SETH TROXLER 


Af 
_\ 


DEEP SF & PUBLIC WORKS PRESENT 


BLACK COFFEE 
MARQUES WYATT 


. ¥ 
ROBOT EARS & PUBLIC WORKS PRESENT 


JULIAN JEWEIL Lt ° JUSTIN JAMES 
(MINUS) 


Gk eft 


FACE X PUBLIC WORKS PRESENT 


PSYCHEMAGIK 
ERIC DUNCAN 


FRIDAY 1.16 - LOFT 
SURE THING: MINIMAL WAVE & CITITRAX SHOWCASE 


SATURDAY 1.17 - LOFT 
FLEETMAC WOOD: BIG LOVE DISCO 


SATURDAY 1.24 
ICEE HOT: 28 HOUR FINAL GOODBYE PARTY 


SATURDAY 1.10 - MAIN ROOM 
NONSTOP BHANGRA #109: LOHRI CELEBRATION 


SATURDAY 1.10 - LOFT 
AS YOU LIKE IT: FRED P VS. ANOMOLY 


SUNDAY 1.11 
CHEESEMONGER INVITATIONAL 
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LISTINGS 


Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact 
Clubs Editor John Graham by email (John. 
Graham@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or 
mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). 
To change an existing listing, call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Our Concerts section lists major 
Shows and special events. Call individual clubs 
for show details. Except as noted, all phone 
numbers are in the 415 area code. Listings rotate 
regularly, as space allows. Our complete listings 
of local clubs - searchable by keyword, date, and 
genre — are available online. 


THURSDAY 1/8 


ROCK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Perhapsy, 
Gradations, Meernaa, 9 p.m. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. FolkYeah 
10-Year Anniversary with Tamaryn, 8 p.m., $15. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Hibou, Surf Club, 
Tiaras, 9 p.m., $5. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. The Midnight 
Snackers, Friends W/O Benefits, The Damn Fanatics, 
8:30 p.m., $7. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Fever Charm, 
Frankie, The Blondies, 8 p.m., $10. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. Enorchestra, 
Enablers, Insect Ark, 9 p.m. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. Amp Live, 
Ill-Esha, 10 p.m., $10 advance. 

Audio Discotech: 316 lith St., San Francisco. ‘‘Golden 
S.F.," w/ Solidisco, Ghost Beach, Rogue Vogue, 9:30 
p.m., $10 advance. 

Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“Tubesteak Connection,” w/ DJ Bus Station John, 
9 p.m., $5-$7. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “iPan Dulce!,” 
9 p.m., $5-$7. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Class of ‘84,"’ w/ 
DJs Damon, Steve Washington, Dangerous Dan, and 
guests, 9 p.m., $8 ($6 before 9:30 p.m.). 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco. “XO,” 10 p.m., $5. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1th St., San Francisco. “8bitSF," w/ 
The Brotherhood of Ellipsis, Cartoon Violence, plus 
DJs Coco & Mr. Smith, 8 p.m., $8-$13. 

Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco. Bowie 


CONCERTS 


THURSDAY 1/8 


The Jayhawks: W/ Trapper Schoepp & The Shades, 
8 p.m., $28.50-$40.50 advance. The Fillmore, 
1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

Pharoah Sanders: 7:30 p.m., $18.75-$55. SFJAZZ 
Center, 201 Franklin, San Francisco. 

Shen Yun Performing Arts 2015: 7:30 p.m., $60- 
$280 advance. War Memorial Opera House, 301 
Van Ness, San Francisco. 


FRIDAY 1/9 


The Flesh Eaters: W/ Andalusia Rose, 9 p.m., $20. 
Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San 
Francisco. 

George Winston: 8 p.m., $16-$60. Bankhead Theater, 
2400 First St., Livermore. 

lan Hunter & The Rant Band: W/ Steve Wynn, 9 
p.m., $35-$47 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, 
San Francisco. 

Pharoah Sanders: 7:30 p.m., $25-$65. SFJAZZ 
Center, 201 Franklin, San Francisco. 
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& Elvis Birthday Bash, w/ DJs Shindog, Cammy, 
Moonshine, and Andy T, 9 p.m., $5. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘F-Stop,” 9 p.m. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“Night Fever,” 9 p.m., $5 after 10 p.m. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “You're Wel- 
come,” w/ Porkchop, Bells & Whistles, Benjamin K, 
9:30 p.m., $7-$10. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘1999," w/ VJ Mark 
Andrus, 9 p.m., free. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Bubble,” 
10 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


The Honey Hive: 4117 Judah, San Francisco. Babii Cris, 
Darealworldsound, J-Doe, Alta Ego, 7 p.m., $10. 
John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Future Flavas,” 
w/ DJ Natural, 10 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. “Peaches,” 
w/ Lady DJs DeeAndroid, Lady Fingaz, That Girl, 
Umami, Inkfat, and Andre, 10 p.m.., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. The Kentucky 
Twisters, 8 p.m., free. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. The Show 
Ponies, Margo Cilker, Ben Ballinger, 9 p.m., $10. 
Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. The 

Shannon Céili Band, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, and Friends, Second 
Thursday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Steve Lucky & 
The Rhumba Bums, 7:30 p.m. 

Level Ill: 500 Post, San Francisco. Sony Holland, 
Wednesdays-Fridays, 5-8 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Charlie 
Siebert & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

SFJAZZ Center: 201 Franklin, San Francisco. “Hot- 
plate,” w/ Adam Shulman (performing the Duke 
Ellington/Charles Mingus/Max Roach album Money 
Jungle in the Joe Henderson Lab), 8 & 9:30 p.m., 
$15-$20. 


REGGAE 


Atmosphere: 447 Broadway, San Francisco. “Reggae 
on Broadway,” w/ resident DJs Jah Yzer, King I-Vier, 
and Irie Hustle, 10 p.m.., free. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. ‘Dub 
Riot,” w/ Thee Vexed One & DJ Dartajax, Second 
Thursday of every month, 6 p.m., free; “Festival 
‘68," w/ Revival Sound System, Second Thursday 
of every month, 10 p.m., free. 


S.F. Symphony: The Godfather. Live orchestral 
accompaniment to the classic Coppola film, 8 
p.m., $58-$191. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van 
Ness, San Francisco. 

Shen Yun Performing Arts 2015: 2 p.m., $60-$280 
advance. War Memorial Opera House, 301 Van 
Ness, San Francisco. 

The Westminster Choir: The Invention of Love: 
7:30 p.m., $15 suggested donation. Mission 
Dolores, 3321 16th St., San Francisco. 


SATURDAY 1/10 


Jordan & The Ritual: W/ Conspiracy of Venus, Fenton 
Coolfoot & The Right Time, 9 p.m., $16. Great 
American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

Pharoah Sanders: 7:30 p.m., $25-$65. SFJAZZ 
Center, 201 Franklin, San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: The Godfather. Live orchestral 
accompaniment to the classic Coppola film, 8 
p.m., $58-$191. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van 
Ness, San Francisco. 

Shen Yun Performing Arts 2015: 2 p.m. and 7:30 
p.m., $60-$280 advance. War Memorial Opera 
House, 301 Van Ness, San Francisco. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Kevin 
Russell Band, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 


COUNTRY 


McTeague’s Saloon: 1237 Polk, San Francisco. “Twang 
Honky Tonk,” w/ Sheriff Paul, Deputy Saralynn, and 
Honky Tonk Henry, 7 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, San Francisco. LSG 
New Music Series, w/ Ross Hammond & Max Johnson, 
Marshall/Allen/Spirit, 8 p.m., $6-$10. 


FUNK 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. “For 
Funk's Sake!,"’ 10 p.m.., free. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. MSK.fm with 
Leonardo Joaquim, 9:30 p.m., $5. 


FRIDAY 1/9 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Shinobu, Winter Break, Diners, Organized Grime, 
9 p.m., $10. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. The First 
Church of the Sacred Silversexual: Fourth Annual 
Bowie Birthday Bash, w/ U-Phoria, Raya Light, 
Phatima Rude, Trixxie Carr, Johnny Rockitt, more, 
9 p.m., $20. 

Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco. Wonder Strand, 
FogDub, Matthew Hansen, 8 p.m., $10-$12. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Friday Live: Margy 
Pepper, DJ Emotions, 10 p.m., free-$5. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
Beautiful Machines, Kiwi Time, AnalogDream, 
Bangus Tron, 9 p.m. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Redisco: A 
Disco Glam Rock Extravaganza, w/ We Will be Lions, 
DJ Eric Jacobs, 9 p.m., $15-$20. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. “Rollingtuff,” 
w/ Motez, Maxxi Soundsystem, Matt Hubert, Pedro 
Arbulu, Alex Sibley, Richie Panic, Split, 10 p.m., 
$15 advance. 

BeatBox: 314 ith St., San Francisco. “Trade,” w/ DJ 
Hawthorne & Ruben Mancias, 10 p.m., $10. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘“Manimal,” 9 p.m., 
free before 10 p.m. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. ‘Boy Bar,” 
9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Dark Shadows,” 


SUNDAY 1/11 


Emanuel Ax: 7 p.m., $15-$99. Davies Symphony 
Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

Pharoah Sanders: 7 p.m., $18.75-$55. SFJAZZ Center, 
201 Franklin, San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: Chamber Music: 2 p.m., $38. Davies 
Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 
Shen Yun Performing Arts 2015: 2 p.m., $60-$280 
advance. War Memorial Opera House, 301 Van 

Ness, San Francisco. 


TUESDAY 1/13 


Gidon Kremer with Daniil Trifonov: 8 p.m., $68. 
First Congregational Church - Berkeley, 2345 
Channing, Berkeley. 


WEDNESDAY 1/14 


Anthony Green: W/ | Can Make a Mess Like Nobody's 
Business, Aaron West & The Roaring Twenties, 
Elder Brother, 7 p.m., $18-$20. The Regency 
Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, San Francisco. 

Gregory Porter: 9:30 p.m., $25-$50. SFJAZZ Center, 
201 Franklin, San Francisco. 
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Punk Poetry 


FLESH EATERS 


With Andalusia Rose, 9 p.m. Friday, Jan. 9, at Great 
American Music Hall. $20; slimspresents.com 


Who says rock critics can’t also be rock stars? Though writer and Flesh Eaters 
frontman Chris Desjardins might disavow that second title, there’s no question 
about the punk poet’s influence on the West Coast scene throughout the ’80s. 
Thanks to complex arrangements and an unheard-of mashup of influences, 
from garage rock to blues and jazz, exemplified on their critically acclaimed 
1981 record A Minute to Pray, A Second to Die, the Flesh Eaters have remained a 
cult favorite through multiple breakups and lineup changes. This short tour 
through California reunites the lineup from that album (which featured venera- 
ble members of X and The Blasters), for the first time, just as Oakland label Su- 
perior Viaduct has gone and reissued A Minute... on vinyl and CD. This is one for 
old-school punks and lucky young’uns in the know. Emma Silvers 


w/ DJs Daniel Skellington, Melting Girl, Panic, and 
Keyz, 9:30 p.m., $8 ($5 before 10 p.m.). 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘‘Resonate,” w/; Zeke 
Beats, Teeko, Joe Mousepad, Citizen Ten, Ruff Draft, 
Mr. Muddbird, 9 p.m., $5-$10. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Snakehips, 9 p.m., sold out. 

Lone Star Saloon: 1354 Harrison, San Francisco. 
“Cubcake,” w/ DJs Spaz & Chakaquan, 9 p.m., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. “Yo 
Momma: M.0.M. Weekend Edition,” w/ DJ Gordo 
Cabeza, Second Friday of every month, 9 p.m., $5 
(free before 10 p.m.). 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. ‘‘Last 
Nite: A 2000s Indie Dance Party,’ w/ DJs Jamie 
Jams & Emdee, Second Friday of every month, 10 
p.m., $5-$10. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. Juan Sanchez, 
Patrick Gil, Dima, John Kaberna, Steven Campodon- 
ico, 9:30 p.m., $10-$20. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. “The Capricorn 
Party,” w/ Seth Troxler, Dax Lee, Anthony Mansfield, 
Rich Korach, Little John the DJ, Buckner, 9 p.m., 
$18-$25 ($10 for Capricorns). 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “Club Raven," w/ 
DJ Mark Andrus, 9 p.m., $10. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Bad Boy Bill, 
Nick G, Mikey Tan, 9 p.m., $15 advance. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. “Jello Biafra’s 
Incredibly Strange Dance Party,” w/ guest DJs Jon 
Ginoli & Chi Chi LaRue, 10 p.m., $5. 

Showdown: 10 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Smiths Night 
S.F.," w/ The Certain People Crew, Second Friday of 
every month, 10 p.m.., free. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. ‘Pulse 
Generator,” w/ resident DJs Cherushii, Clairity, and 
Nightbiscuit, Second Friday of every month, 10 p.m. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. Ken Loi, California 
Casual, 10 p.m., $10 advance. 


HIP-HOP 
Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “Hip Hop for 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Change: 2015 to Infinity,” w/ Pep Love, Khafre Jay, 
Hazel Rose, Golden Age, Malik Diamond, DJ Kevvy 
Kev, 9:30 p.m., $15. 

The Honey Hive: 4117 Judah, San Francisco. Illogic, 
Bottled Water, Lucid Optics, Trevaillé, J-Scribe the 
Journeyman, 6 p.m., $10-$15. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Heartbeat,” 
w/ resident DJ Strategy, Second Friday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 11 p.m). 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. Toasted Life’s Down 
South Party, w/ Mike Jones, Shavone, Mullage, 
DJ D-Sharp, DJ Criddy, Djayslim, 9 p.m., $15-$50 
advance. 


ACOUSTIC 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco. Kelley James, Sam Johnson, Melvin Sings, 
9 p.m., $8-$12. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Rocco 
DeLuca, 9 p.m. Starts . continues through Jan. 
30, $10. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
Laura Benitez & The Heartache, The Whiskey Circle, 
American Elsewhere, 9 p.m., $8-$10. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Dirty Cello, 
The Bootleg Honeys, 9 p.m. 

Slim's: 333 TIth St., San Francisco. The Good Luck Thrift 
Store Outfit, Hillstomp, 9 p.m., $14. 


JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Tom Lander, 
Second Friday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Jimmy 
Ryan's Bird & Beckett Bebop Band, Second Friday 
of every month, 5:30 p.m., $10 suggested donation 
per adult. 

Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, San Francisco. 
“Drums + Saxophones,” featuring Frank Rosaly 
with Jordan Glenn, Larry Ochs, and Aram Shelton, 
8 p.m., $10-S15. 


Hos _ .S9THE?e,_ 


=naee, CFILLMORE 
ome OUSIER 


& 
“4 WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1 


j va” 
; Y agus aA 


& The Broken Bones 


2ND SHOW ADDED! 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15 


1805 GEARY (AT FILLMORE) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
SHOW INFO:415-346-6000 


THE JAYHAWKS 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 8 


THE CAT EMPIR 


THURSDAY, APRIL 23 


ON SALE 
FRIDAY! 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 22 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $27.50 


G. LOVE & 
SPECIAL SAUCE 


MATT COSTA 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 25 
| DIO TO) OMI sis) = (ODN LOR ee 


WALE 


SIMPLE MOBILE SIMPLY NOTHING TOUR 


MONDAY, JANUARY 26 
DOORS 6/ SHOW 7 ¢ $20.00 


PERIPHERY 


NOTHING MORE, WOVENWAR, 
THANK YOU SCIENTIST 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 31 
1 DIOLO) SOMTJES) 5 (ODL y cele) 


RAINBOW GIRLS 


THE HOT TODDIES, THE SHE’S, 
KENDRA MCKINLEY 


FEBRUARY 4&5 
1DIOLO) OMPJES) s (ODA LORS) 


LUCINDA 
WILLIAMS 


ticketmaster.com ames, Canta Citi 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. *Advance tickets will still 
be available with NO SERVICE CHARGE on Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm at the Fillmore box office only. Charge by phone at 800-745-3000. Buy tickets at livenation.com. 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 9 
DIOL) OE yas) = (Oh SRN Snel 


IAN HUNTER & 
THE RANT BAND 


STEVE WYNN 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 16 
| DI@TO) AOR ac) 5 (OMAN YA ele 


THE WOOD 
BROTHERS 


MANDOLIN ORANGE 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 17 
1 DIO1O) OMA) s LOMA RIN SPR OLe) 


BIG HEAD TODD 
& THE MONSTERS 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 18 
| DIOLO) OPJEN) = (ODA INP OLe 


THE BUDOS BAND 


DEATH VALLEY GIRLS 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21 
| DIOLO) OMT JAC) = (OMI eh POLe 


UR 
& HER BAND 


JAN. 23 & JAN. 24 SOLD OUT! 
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= DEPENDENT 


WWW.THEINDEPENDENTSF.COM 








WED, JAN 14 
RUSTIE 


THU, JAN 22 


JOEL GION & THE 
PRIMARY COLOURS 


THE LOVE DIMENSION 
GELLAR DOORS) DOWN DIRTY SHAKE 
















FRI, JAN 23 
THE COUP 









. "| s 
. LIVE 105 PR rare 
vr WATERS 
"HOT FLASH HEAT WAVE 





MOM, JAN 26 FRI, FEB 6 
BROOKE FRASER TUMBLEWEED 


WANDERERS 
CITY TRIBE 


SAT, FEB 7 
THE FLOOZIES 
MANIC FOCUS 


SUN, FEB 


TRIBUTE TO BOB MARLEY 
75TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION TOUR 


THE MIGHTY DIAMONDS 
THE YELLOW WILL DUB SQUAD 


TUE, JAN 27 


THE VASELINES 
LOCH LOMOND 
THU, JAN 29 & SAT, JAN 31 
THREE NIGHTS! 


THE WAILERS 
PERFORM ‘EXODUS’ be 

SOLD OUT 
PERFORM ‘SURVIVAL’ (SAT) 
WED, FEB 4 
40 OZ TO FREEDOM TOUR 









TUE, FEB 10 
BADFISH: A TRIBUTE , 
TO SUBLIME & THE BOTTLEMEN 
WITH SPECIAL GUESTS PHIL AND THE BLANX 


FEATURING BUD GAUIGH OF SUBLIME & SHRUB 


THU, FEB 5 
MURDER BY DEATH 


O28 OYWISADEPO ST, A Arts. BAM FRANCESCO 





WED, FEB TI 


MILO GREENE 
TELA DAY 


ST): TICSETFLY.COM 5 O77 495.9649 
"OA) 116M. 6Pm 10 Fm On aHOW MIOHTS 

SEMTRAL ADMISSION © WERY LOMNTED BfaTINO 
[ PAMHANDLE PAREENG ON Berit BET weer ii Oa 


* Al BOX Cwrrice, | 


WP: 215.771.1042) a 4CYW'S Bie 
Past ~PE : 


AMOTHER PULarntT - APEC OMCESTS ; free oe oer —~ |) Seer 
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The Emerald Tablet: 80 Fresno, San Francisco. Lisa 
Mezzacappa’s Bait & Switch, House of Ramen, 8 
p.m., $10-$20. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Level Ill: 500 Post, San Francisco. Sony Holland, 
Wednesdays-Fridays, 5-8 p.m., free. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. Tin Cup 
Serenade, Second Friday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Jules 
Broussard & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m.., free. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco. Black Market Jazz Orchestra, 9 p.m., $10. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Joyce Grant, 8 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. “Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 
Cliff House: 1090 Point Lobos, San Francisco. Orquesta 

Conquistador Quartet, Second Friday of every 
month, 7 p.m. 
Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Miguel Govea 


& Family, 8 p.m. R&B Grooves and Afro-Beat Percussion 


BELLS ATLAS 


With Joomanji, 8 p.m. Monday, Jan. 12, at Era 
Art Bar & Lounge. $5; oaklandera.com 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Tia Carroll 
& Hard Work, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $20. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. 
Patty Bobo, 6 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Jinx Jones & 
The KingTones, Second Friday of every month, 4 p.m. 

Tupelo: 1337 Green, San Francisco. Marshall Law Band, 
Second Friday of every month, 9 p.m. 


Oakland’s Bells Atlas describes itself as “Missy Elliott meets Bjork meets the 
Malian-born love child of [Dirty Projectors’] David Longstreth and [St. Vin- 
cent’s] Annie Clark,” and though that'd be a mouthful of a section divider at a re- 
cord store, we can't really argue with it. The quartet has been built a sizable 
following in the East Bay over the last half-decade, much of it riding on the en- 
ergy of its live show, in which electronic elements mingle with vocal harmonies, 
R&B grooves, and Afro-beat percussion for a sound that’s never quite the same 
on any two nights. This show is the second of a four-night (every Monday) resi- 
dency for the band, hosted by the intimate Era Art Bar and the Oakland Music 
Festival, and we wouldn't be surprised if a few other East Bay favorites show up 
to join in the fun. Emma Silvers 


EXPERIMENTAL 


SoundBox: 300 Franklin, San Francisco. SoundBox: 
Curiosities, Jan. 9-10, 9 p.m., $25. 

Victoria Theatre: 2961 16th St., San Francisco. The 
San Francisco Tape Music Festival, Jan. 9-11, 8 p.m., 
$10-$15 (or $40 for festival pass). 





Fri-Sun, Jan 9-11 


& Tue-Wed Jan 13-14 
Legendary East Bay R&B hit-makers 


—— TOWER OF POWER 


510 EMBARCADERO WEST, OAKLAND 510-238-9200 


Mon, Jan 12 - Hangin’ With Mr. Cooper Sun, Jan 18 - LATE NIGHT SERIES 


MARK CURRY MARTIN LUTHER 


Thu, Jan 15 - 4th place winner of American Ido/tenth season pons at 19 


JAMES DURBIN BAND PAT TRAVERS BAND 


Fri, Jan 16 Tue, Jan 20 


sas KIM SIMMONS AND SAVOY BROWN 
E U G E G R 0 OV FE Wed-Thu, Jan 21-22 


The most influential Brazilian artist of all time 
Sat, Jan 17 


PABLO CRUISE SERGIO MENDES 


Fri-Sat, Jan 23-24 
Sun, Jan 18 


SOUL BROTHERS MLK TRIBUTE THE RIPPINGTONS 


feat. Rev Amos Carter feat. Russ Freeman 


Tue-Wed, Jan 2'7-28 


BILL FRISELL 


Tue-Wed, Feb 10-11 


RUFUS WAINWRIGHT 


Fri-Sat, Jan 30-31 Thu-Fri, Feb 12-13 


CHANTE MOORE KEIKO MATSUI 


For tickets & current show info: YOSHIS.COM / 510-238-9200 


All-ages venue. Dinner reservations highly recommended. 
CONTACT ROBERT@YOSHIS.COM TO HOST A PRIVATE EVENT 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


SOUL 


The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. Chrisette 
Michele, 8 & 10 p.m., $35-$40. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. ‘‘Night- 
beat,”’ w/ DJs Primo, Lucky, and Dr. Scott, Second 
Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $4. 


SATURDAY 1/10 


ROCK 


Bender's: 806 S. Van Ness, San Francisco. The Nerv, 
The Wussies, 10 p.m., $5. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 0 
Presidente, The Tambo Rays, Hot Flash Heat Wave, 
9:30 p.m., $10-$12. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Forrest Day, Angelo Moore & The Brand New Step, 
9 p.m., S11-$15. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Melters label 
showcase with Tony Molina, Swiftumz, Apprentice 
Destroyer, Swanox, DJ WITB, DJ Troubles, 9 p.m., $5. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. Pirate 
Radio, Synchronized Watches, Lance King, 8 p.m., $15. 

Sub-Mission Art Space (Balazo 18 Gallery): 2183 
Mission, San Francisco. Ajax, Skin Like Iron, New 
Gods, Fatigue, Busted Outlook, 7:30 p.m., $7. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. Wild 
Eyes, Mondo Drag, Sacri Monti, Monarch, 9 p.m., $7. 


DANCE 


111 Minna Gallery: 111 Minna, San Francisco. “Back 
to the ‘90s," Second Saturday of every month, 
9:30 p.m., $10. 

Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. “2 Men Will Move 
You,” w/ DJs Primo & Jordan, Second Saturday of 
every month, 9 p.m. 

Audio Discotech: 316 11th St., San Francisco. Eekkoo, 
9:30 p.m., $10 advance. 

BeatBox: 314 lith St., San Francisco. “Chaos,” w/ DJs 
Luis Perez & Tristan Jaxx, 10 p.m., $10-$20. 


Y 
Jd 


SLATE-SF.COM | RSVP@SLATE-SF.COM | 415.558.5821 
2925 16TH STREET SAN FRANCISCO CA 94103 


Pe 
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-— Sunday January 11th, 2016 -- 
Costume Karaoke 





wOQ 


TUES TH 


Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Club Gossip: 
The Cure vs. David Bowie," w/ DJs Damon, Shon, 
Low-Life, Melting Girl, and Daniel Skellington, 9 
p.m., $5-$8 (free before 9:30 p.m.). 

DNA Lounge: 375 ith St., San Francisco. ‘Bootie S.F.," 
w/ Smash-Up Derby, A+D, Jimi G, The Speed Queens, 
Airsun, Entyme, Jsin.J, Rockit, Ryan Andrew, more, 
9 p.m., $10-$20. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “The Chase,’ w/ Cromie, 
Sage Caswell, Bookworms, Brogan Bentley, Ash 
Williams, 10 p.m., $10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “Bounce!,” 
9 p.m., $3. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. “Salted,” w/ Miguel 
Migs, Julius Papp, Fred Everything, 10 p.m., $10 
before 11 p.m. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. Permanent Vaca- 
tion, Woolfy, Eug, Ryan Poulsen, 9:30 p.m., $10-$15. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. “As You Like 
It," w/ Fred P, Anomaly, Lance DeSardi, Carlos 
Souffront, Stay Deep (in the OddJob Loft), 9 p.m., 
$10-$15 advance. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. ““Shoop!,”" w/ DJs 
Tommy T & Bryan B, Second Saturday of every 
month, 9 p.m. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “Club Raven,” w/ 
DJ Mark Andrus, 9 p.m., $10. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. “Cockblock,” 
w/ DJ AV & Natalie Nuxx, 9 p.m., $10. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Marcus Sch6és- 
sow, Sebjak, 9 p.m., $15 advance. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. “Frolic: A 
Celebration of Costume & Dance,” w/ resident DJ 
NeonBunny, Second Saturday of every month, 8 
p.m., $8 ($4 in costume). 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. Sultan + Ned 
Shepard, 10 p.m., $15 advance. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. New World Sound, 
10 p.m., $10 advance. 


HIP-HOP 
John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Frothin,’’ >> 


-—— Thursday January xth, 2016 -- 
e Ei 


Dance Karaoke T hursdays 
with DI Purple 


anne Friday January 9th, 2016 -- 
Asheg - A Middle Eastern LGBT 


Dance Party with Belly Dancers 


= Saturday January 10th, 2015 -- 


The Hustle with Jeremy Castillo 








(Trap, Hip Hop) 


with KI Paul 


Es AGIs ANTS BAST AALTEN AUTEN RARITY RATE GRIT AAT AER BERET DID ATED ARTE SEI AESTEN, 


“- Tuesday January 13th, 2016 -- 


Lesbians Who Tech 6-9 pm 










s 





5-9 PM 





THE REGENCY BALLROOM tal SAS (ZN 8c ott B, 


. PX > _ 


Leis Bassir 


LAPtRInNeL 
ON SALE FRIDAY. Pont 
FEBRUARY 28 


A Very Special SOLO Evening With 


Joan Armatrading 


ON SALE FRIDAY! © 
MAY Sme% 


joanarmatrading.com 


(ure 


| CAN WM 


ngs ddan aneth an 


® 


1 WET 


Anca 


ADPGENUS 
LoaKaS 


JANUARY 30 


JON ANDERSON 
MANDART 7) 


RUPAUL'S DRAG RACE 
HOSTED BY MICHELLE VISAGE 
FEBRUARY ? 


LOGIC 
DJ RNETORIK = MICHAEL CHRISTMAS 


FEBRUARY I) 


SOUND REMEDY 
FESRUARY 13 


LESS THAN JAKE + REEL BIG FISH 
AUTHORITY ZERO 


FEBRUARY 1) 


THEREGENCYBALLROOM.COM 
1300 VAM MESS « SUTTER 





yf SREGENCYRALLROOM 
#GOLDENVOICESF 


GOLDENVOSECE.COM 


REGENCYRALLROOM 


= THEWARPFIELD Fi WARPUELO 
GOLOENYVOICESF 


Get tckets at ANS .com 


17 


OW SALE FRIDAY? 
JUNE 14 


SPANDAU 


BALLE | 


WESTERN WORLD TOUR 


CRAIG FERGUSON 
FEBRUARY 20 


TAKING BACK SUNDAY 
LETLIVE. 
THE MENZINGERS 


MARCH I 


GEORGE LOPEZ 
MARCH 7 


THE WARFIELDTHEATRE COM 
WARPRPIELD BOX OFFICE OFTEN SUNDAYS 104 : 47h 





THEWARPFIELD 
\e) THEREGENCYRALLROOM 
GOLDENVOICESF 


az 
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w/ resident DJ Matt Cali, Second Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m., free. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco. ‘The Hustle,” 
w/ DJ Sean G, Second Saturday of every month, 10 
p.m., $5 before midnight. 


ACOUSTIC 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Craig 
Ventresco and/or Meredith Axelrod, Saturdays, 
4-6 p.m., free. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Midge Ure, 
9 p.m., $25-$28. 

Doc’s Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco. “Fashionably 
Late New Year's,” w/ Arann Harris & The Farm Band, 
The Sam Chase (solo), 8 p.m., $10-S12. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Fog Swamp, 
Bitch Franklin, Jenny Kerr, 9 p.m., $10. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Steep 
Ravine, Max's Midnight Kitchen, 9 p.m. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco. Patch & Rita, 


6 p.m., free. 

The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, San Francisco. The Nickel 
Slots, 9:30 p.m., free. 

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church: 2097 Turk, San 
Francisco. Ramblin’ Jack Elliott, 8 p.m., $22-$25. 


JAZZ 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Grant 
Levin Quartet, Second Saturday of every month, 8 
p.m., $10 suggested donation per adult. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Bill ‘Doc’ Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. The 
Robert Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Barbara Ochoa, 8 
p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 
1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. “Pura,” 


THE GREATEST MASHUP PARTY IN THE UNIVERSE 


BOOTIE MASHES UP THE 


‘BOs ALL NIGHT LONG! ne 


=e @ — 


11PM: LIVE MASHUP BAND & 
SMASH-UP DERBY ~ 


MAIN ROOM MASHUP DJs: 


A PLUS D 
JIMI G 


LOUNGE: 


CIRQUE DU CLICHE 


DJs: AIRSUN & ENTYME 
ABOVE: 
BROOMSWING 
oN EY. Bo | 


DJs: JSINJ & DAMIEN/SMUDGE 


DAZZLE ROOM: 


MIDNIGHT MASHUP SHOW: BUMP TWERK BOOM 
THE SPEED QUEENS Js: ROCKIT & RYAN ANDREW 


SATURDAY JANUARY 10 


6} DNA 


50 JANUARY 8-14, 2015 


FOUR ROOMS - ONE PRICE! 
375 ELEVENTH STREET @ HARRISON, SI 

GPM-AFTENMOURS - $? 
SKIP Tet 
FREE BOOTIE MASHUP CDs 


~Zle wi iD 
0 BEFORE 10P°H - BOOTIES COW 
» ADVANCE TL @ ONGLOUNGE LOW 
TU THE PRST 100 PLOPLE! 


LINES $15 





9 p.m., $20. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. “Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale," 10 p.m., $5. 
Croatian American Cultural Center: 60 Onondaga, 
San Francisco. Tanchaz: Hungarian Dance House, 
w/ performances by Forrdas, Kovirdg, Eszterlanc 
Hungarian Folk Ensemble, Mazsola Hungarian 
Children's Folkdance Ensemble, Tihanyi Laci, and 

Harangvirag, 3 p.m., free. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Zanzibar, Native 
Elements, 9 p.m., $10. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. ‘‘Tormenta 
Tropical,” w/ resident DJs Oroll & Theory, Second 
Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “El 
SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger Mas & El Kool Kyle, 10 
p.m., $5 before 11 p.m. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. ‘‘Non Stop 
Bhangra,” w/ Ustad Lal Singh Bhatti, Sandeep Kumar, 
Jimmy Love, DJ Mistry, DJ Nix, Dholrhythms Dance 


Shee Sartkside 


FULL BAR 7 DAYS + Happy Hour M-F, 2-8pm 
OPEN AT 2PM, SAT AT NOON 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 


THURSDAY, 1/15 - 9PM - $10/$12 





Ce ee) 


FRIDAY, 1/16 - 9PM - $10/$12 


WEDNESDAY, 1/21 
RECORD SWAP @ 6, FREE- SHOW @ 8, $10 


eoeoe ew eeoeo eee eee eee eee eee eee ee ee eee eee eee eeeee 


FRIDAY, 1/24 - 9PM - $8 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


theeparkside.com 





1600 17th Street + 415-252-1330 
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Company, more, 9 p.m., $15-$20. 
Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. ‘Club 
Fuego,” 9:30 p.m. 


REGGAE 


Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Jethro Jeremiah 
Band, 8 p.m., free. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Sonny 
Rhodes, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $22. 

Lou’s Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. 
Willie G, 6 p.m. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Lavay Smith Sings the Etta James Song Book, 7 & 
8:30 p.m., $15-$20. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Dave Workman, 
Second Saturday of every month, 4 p.m. 


PRESERVING THE BLUES SINCE 1995! 


KEVIN RUSSELL 


THUR, JAN. & - 7:30PM & 9:30PM - $15 


TIA CARROLL 


FRI, JAN. 9 > 7:30PM & 1IOPM - $20 


SONNY RHODES 


SAT, JAN. 10 - 7:30PM & 1OPM - $22 


TERRI ODABI 


SUN, JAN. 11- 7PM & 9PM - $20 


1/15 » JOHN GARCIA BAND 

1/16 * KIRK FLETCHER & MICHAEL LANDAU BAND 
1/17 » KIRK FLETCHER & MICHAEL LANDAU BAND 
1/18 - EDDIE NEON BLUES BAND 

1/21» NORTH BEACH BRASS BAND 
1/22 >KYLE ROWLAND BLUES BAND 
1/25 » SUGARAY RAYFORD 

1/24 « CHRIS CAIN 


BOX OFFICE: 401 MASON. ST 


(415).292.2583 


ANDBLUES.COM 





EXPERIMENTAL 


Noisebridge: 2169 Mission, San Francisco. Godwaffle 
Noise Pancakes, w/ Leah P, Fenian, Ze Bib!, Voice- 
handler, Sexorcyst, noon. 

SoundBox: 300 Franklin, San Francisco. SoundBox: 
Curiosities, Jan. 9-10, 9 p.m., $25. 

Victoria Theatre: 2961 16th St., San Francisco. The 
San Francisco Tape Music Festival, Jan. 9-11, 8 p.m., 
$10-$15 (or $40 for festival pass). 


SOUL 


The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. Chrisette 
Michele, 8 & 10 p.m., $40. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco. “Jazz Hand,” 
w/ DJ Likes & Deep Caesar, 9 p.m., free. 


M4 ; MONARCH 
101 6TH STREET 





MONARCH AND YOU'RE 
WELCOME PRESENT: 
DESERT HEARTS GaN. | 


PORKCHOP | 





_ 


YOURE WELCOME wiTH 
PORKCHOP (DESERT HEARTS) / 
BELLS & WHISTLES / BENJAMIN K 


MONARCH AND GUN CLUB PRESENT: 
PERMANENT VACATION / 
WOOLFY al asc bk Hoda. 





WERD. & MONARCH PRESENT: 
WERD. / ODD PARENTS (ELLUM) 





MONARCH & MAKE IT FUNKY PRESENT: 
MAKE IT FUNKY’S 2 YEAR 
ANNIVERSARY WITH 

40 THIEVES 


4 ‘ 
1 _ =. 


AMAZING HOUR 


MONDAY - FRIDAY 5:30P - &:30P 


LOUNGE UPSTAIRS - CLUB DOWNSTAIRS 
CHECK SITE FOR CLUB HOURS 


MONARCHSF.COM 


SFWEEKLY.COM 





SUNDAY 1/11 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Trade 
Wind, Wander, Belle Noire, 9 p.m., $10. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Cassandra, Karina Denike, Christina Stanley, Mister 
Midnight, Mayya, DJ Neil Martinson, 9 p.m., $7- 
$10. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Iith St., San Francisco. Incantation, 
Funerus, 8:30 p.m., $15-$18. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. Strange 
Hotel, Future Twin, 7 p.m., $8. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Big Top," 9 p.m. 
The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco. “Replay Sun- 
days," 9 p.m., free. 


ae SE) Be OS fe oes al 8 = 


JANUARY 8TH 
AMP LIVE + ILL-ESHA 


JANUARY STH 


MOTEZ 
MAXX! SOUNDSYSTEM 


JANUARY 15TH 
WAKA FLOCKA FLAME 


JANUARY 16TH 
SANGO + ESTA 
POMO + INSIGHTFUL 
(SOULECTION) 


TICKETS AT 
WWW.1015.COM 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “Dub Mission,” 
w/ DJ Sep & Vinnie Esparza, 9 p.m., $6 (free before 
9:30 p.m.). 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Stamina,” w/ DJs 
Lukeino, Jamal, and guests, 10 p.m., free. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. ‘Sweater 
Funk,’ 10 p.m., free. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “Jock,” Sundays, 
3-8 p.m., $2. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Werd,” w/ Odd 
Parents, 9 p.m., $5 advance. 

Natoma Cabana: 90 Natoma, San Francisco. “Disco 
Cabana," w/ Robin Simmons, Jonboy, E'lish, Wes 
Charles, noon, $5. 

Oasis: 298 lith St., San Francisco. “Saints & Sinners,” 
14th Street House Project benefit with music by 
Digital Wildlife, plus drag performances by Kit Tapata, 
Ginger Snap, Miss Rahni, Phatima Rude, and Bebe 
Sweetbriar, 4 p.m., $10. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Gigante,” 8 p.m., 
free. 


py oe MUSIC HALL Hee | 


DRINKS * FOOD ¢ MUSIC 
THUR 1/8 7PM SI7 ADV/ $20 DOOR 


AWNGHECALuEsTSTUALLN 


FRI 03 8PM $20 ADV / $22 DOOR 


FR AN | 
SAT ail SPM SI5ADV/ $20 DOOR 


NRECKLESSINVEGAS | » 
TUES I/I3 7PM FREE 
OW WITH THE 


SUN 11/187 7PM a NY 7 Mate DOOR 
eTHE UNAUTHORIZED ROLLING STONES 
WED 1/21 7PM $15 ADV / $17 DOOR 


THUR 1/22 7PM $12 ADV [$15 DOOR 


“THEOVERCOMMITENTS = 


/23 8PM_ $22 ADV/ $25 DOOR 
‘STANRIDG VOODOO) 


SUN 1/25 7PM $14 ADV | $17 DOOR 
JERRY JOSEPH 8) THEUACKMORMONS 
WED 1/28 7PM $52 ADV / $57 DOOR 
“aveveNN wit LEOKOTTKE 
THUR 1/29 7PM $22 ADV / $24 DOOR 

THE NEW MASTERSOUNDS 
wtiTHE HEARD 

FRII/30 & SUN 2/I 8PM $27 ADV/$32D00R 
GOLD GATE WINGMEN 





415-388-3850 | SHIEETWATERUSIEusTTIEE 
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ELBO ROOM IS LOCATED AT 647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 
ADVANGE TICKETS WWW.BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM 


THURSDAY, JANUARY:8°9:30PM - $5 


HIP HOPFUNK.FLEGTRO SWING 
MSK.FM-LIVE 
FEATURING 
LEANDRO- JOAQUIM (BRAZIL) 
W/ DRUMS, KEYS, HORNS. AND. 


FRIDAY, JANUARY-9°9:30PM - $15 
HIP-HOP FOR CHANGE PRESENTS 


PEP Re)’, = (HIEROGLYPHICS) 
pus KHAFRE- JAY, HAZEL ROSE, 
GOLDEN AGE, MALIK DIAMOND 

ano DJ-KEVWY-KEV 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 10°10.PM 
$0 BEFORE-11 PM/S10 AFTER 


BERSA DISCOS PRESENTS 
TORMENTA TROPICAL 
WITH GUESTS 
JOAQUIN BARTRA(Booy-Hich) (LA) 


SANTA MUERTE-(Houstow, 1x) 
AND-RESIDENT-DJS 


ORO 11.8 DEEJAY THEORY 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 11 
9 PM - FREE-BEFORE 9:30 /$6 AFTER 


DUB MISSION 
PRESENTS THE BEST.IN-DUB, 
ROOTS REGGAE & DANCEHALL WITH 


DJ SEP &:VINNIE-ESPARZA 
MONDAY, JANUARY 12°9 PM - $6 


[={e] bp) 4), Cole 4 
NEW BEAT. EBM INDUSTRIAL PRESENTS 
HUMAN TRAFFIC kc, 0), 
ALL YOUR: SISTERS; POWWOWW 
AND RESIDENT: DJ-GRAGKWHORE 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 13 9°PM - $10 
ELBO ROOM PRESENTS 


BOMBSHELL BETTY 
& HER BURLESQUETEERS 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14.9-PM FREE 
COMMUNE PRESENTS 
MAUS HAUS 
WHITE CLOUD, MALL WALK, 


MATT & PAUL MAGIC, 
AND POPGANG: DJS 


UP COMING 3-10 WS 


THU 1/15 DIRTY BOOTS 


































FRI 1/16 LAGOS ROOTS 
SAT 1/17 SAT NIGHT SOUL PARTY 
SUN 1/18, DUB MISSION: BOBBY HUSTLE, 
DJ TRIPLE CROWN«(BLESSED COAST) 
TUE 1/20°PORRETA: ZOOM B 
FRI 1/23 120 MINUTES: BRENMAR 
SAT 1/24 CULT OF YOUTH 
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LIVE MUSIC AN A WEEK 


(open DAILY ‘til 2:00 am+) 


“HAPPY HOUR” tee THRU SUNDAY 


4PM 'til 8PM 
$4 WELLS/S4 DRAFTS /$2 PBR/S2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 
WEDNESDAY JANUARY 7 $5 ADV 
| | EAD 
(*1st Wednesdays of Every Month*) 
= 7 





THURSDAY JANUARY 8 FREE 
| 
| | 
*(& DJ KEVVY KEV)* Free Show! 


FRIDAY JANUARY 9 $10 ADV 
[@ BooM BooM ial 


~* FREEE before 9: oopm* 
FRIDAY JANUARY 9 $20 ADV 


@ THE CHAPEL (Valencia St) 
SATURDAY JANUARY 10 $10 ADV 


*Free before 9:30pm* 
SUNDAY JANUARY 11 FREE 
| 


(Football Every Sunday - FREEE - 
12PM and ALL DAY) 


*GAMES ON 3 HUGE PROJECTOR SCREENS* 


* Freestyle Hip-Hop * DJ Kevvy Kev* 


* The Gemstone Band * FREE Party!* 
MONDAY JANUARY 12 FREE 
li | 
* (*DJ chica spinning Psycho-Soul- 
OldSchool*)***” freee Show!”** 


TUESDAY JANUARY 13 FREE 
| | 
| 


“*Freee Show!!* 
WEDNESDAY JANUARY 14 $5 ADV 


*2nd Weds Of Every Month* 


JANUARY 15TH & 16TH 
Boom Boom Room Presents: 
New Orleans Superstar 


+ SOPHISTAFUNK wz 
TS ar et Oe CANDELARIA 
*Tickets Sold in Advance* 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Return of the Cypher,’ 9:30 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Sean Watkins, 
9 p.m., $15. 

Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Ukuladies 
& Gentlemen, Second Sunday of every month, 6 
p.m., free. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. “Surf-A- 
Billy Swing Time Dance Party," w/ The B-Star Trio, 
noon, $10 suggested donation per adult. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Traditional 
Irish Session, 6 p.m. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Dean 
Martian, Dirty Cello, 8 p.m., $10. 


ALL SHOWS ALL AGES 


INCANTATION 
W FUNERUS 
AND SPECIAL GUESTS 


THE FRAIL 
W/ | AM ANIMAL 
rN | me eg er ae | 8 


THE CRIMINALS 
W/ GREAT APRES, 
AND GUEST DJ JELLO BIAFRA 


1 =| Be) NS. 


UPON A BURNING BODY 
W/ VOLUMES 
AND SPECIAL GUESTS 


Nd Se 
7M fel 


ROSE QUARTZ 
W/ SPECIAL GUESTS 


SKETCHFEST SF PRESENTS: 
POINT BREAK LIVE! 


POINT BREAK LIVE! 
(EARLY AND LATE SHOWS) 


FELIX MARTIN & 


LAZER/WULF 
W SPECIAL GUESTS 


JOHN 5 


& THE CREATURES 
W/ WITH OUR ARMS TO THE SUN, 
STATE LINE EMPIRE 


10 YEARS 

W/ OTHERWISE, 

sui) -Me|me)-j(ol\ll-@-ye) \|-s 
LUMINOTH 


ee 
TR od Cod ae 0 a 


THE TRAGIC THRILLS 
W/ SPECIAL GUESTS 


ag (Om Pm] ied 4 | 
W/ GHOUL, ACXDC, 
p) =~) =) t=) =e) 0 


HUBBA HUBBA REVUE PRESENTS: 
MONDAY NIGHT HUBBA 
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Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Seisiun, 
9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco. Bay Area 
Composer's Big Band, 6:30 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Bill “Doc” Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m.., free. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Legends & 
Friends, 5 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Lavay 
Smith & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Barbara Ochoa, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Atmosphere: 447 Broadway, San Francisco. ‘Hot 
Bachata Nights," w/ DJ El Guapo, 5:30 p.m., $10 
($20 with dance lessons). 

Cafia Cuban Parlor & Cafe: 500 Florida, San Francisco. 
“La Havana,” 4 p.m. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Salsa Sundays, Sec- 
ond and Fourth Sunday of every month, 3 p.m., $8-$10. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Terrie 
Odabi, 7 & 9 p.m., $20. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. Jim 
Moore & Funktional Soul, 4 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Blues Power, 4 
p.m.; The Door Slammers, Second Sunday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Victoria Theatre: 2961 16th St., San Francisco. The 
San Francisco Tape Music Festival, Jan. 9-11, 8 p.m., 
$10-$15 (or $40 for festival pass). 


SOUL 
The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. Chrisette 


= » =r Y 38 te 


KITCHEN OPEN MON-SAT AT 6PM 





1/10 
WADE BOYD’S FUNDRAISER 
FOR 2015 AUSTRALIAN SEASON OPENER 
3-6 FREE/DONATIONS 
KEG BUST/RAFFLE 


RECORD RELEASE PARTY 


THE NERV 


HUNTINANNY 
10PM ONLY $5 PUNK ROCK! 


ute “SCHLITZ INDUSTRY NIGHT” 


$4 SHOTS OF FERNET BRANCA, 
$2 SCHLITZ BOTTLES, 
$5 SHOTS BULLEIT BOURBON, 


W12 * * * $3 STOLE SHAKEY SHOTS ' 


“MOJITO MONDAYS” 
$5 MOJITOS ALL DAY AND 
ASS-END HAPPY HOUR 11 P.M. 

. -TO.2 AM. $1 OFE DRAFT/WELL. 


mis “TEQUILA TWO- 
WHEELED TUESDAYS” 
$6 SHOT OF TEQUILA 
see eee « sWITH A CAN OF TECATE | 
V4 @WHISKEY WEDNESDAYS” 
$5 PBR AND WHISKEY 
SHOT ALL NIGHT LONG 


BENDERS BAR & GRILL 
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19TH * 415.824.1800 


%& MON-THU 4PM-2AM * FRI-SUN 2PM-2AM * 
%& WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM * 





Michele, 7 & 9 p.m., $30-$35. 
MONDAY 1/12 


DANCE 


DNA Lounge: 375 Tith St., San Francisco. “Death Guild,” 
18+ dance party with DJs Decay, Joe Radio, Melting 
Girl, & quests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. Human Traffic, 
All Your Sisters, Powwoww, DJ Crackwhore, 9 p.m., $6. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Wanted,” w/ DJs 
Key&Kite and Richie Panic, 9 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


Mercer: 255 Rhode Island, San Francisco. ‘Mercer 
Mondays,” w/ The Wild N Krazy Kids & Risky Bizness 
Crew, 8 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Alisa Rose & Max 
Johnson, 6 p.m.; Toshio Hirano, Second Monday of 
every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Open Mic 
with Brendan Getzell, 8 p.m., free. 

Osteria: 3277 Sacramento, San Francisco. ‘Acoustic 
Bistro,” 7 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. Eu- 
gene Pliner Quartet with Tod Dickow, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Le Jazz Hot, 
7p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. City 
Jazz Instrumental Jam Session, 8 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
SalsaCrazy Dance Night, w/ lessons by Evan Margolin, 
7p.m., $60/four weeks. 


SILQCL $ 


CLOTHING SUPERSTORE 


i: = 


2366 Vission Silk 


(BETWEEN 19TH & 20TH) 


SAN FRANCISCO 
415.824.7729 


SFWEEKLY.COM 





NEMA 


MAKE THE MOVE TODAY 








TWO AND THREE BEDROOM UNITS AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY 
8 TENTH STREET - SAN FRANCISCO - CA 94103 


RENTNEMA.COM / 415-881-5066 / HiM&iw #RENTNEMA 


A CRESCENT HEIGHTS® INSPIRED COMMUNITY 


a Crescent Heights® is a service mark used by a group of limited liability companies and partnerships. NEMA is being developed by Tenth and Market, LLC, which is a separate, single purpose entity that is solely responsible for its 
Beerepment obligations and liabilities. Renderings, photographs and other information described are representational only. We are pledged to the letter and spirit of U.S. policy for the achievement of Equal Housing Opportunity 
i algedUle) aKeLelTint-N Lol iColaMM AL -X-UaleroLU kelol-Xolnrokt"] of NelarelaKeliilarolinc-Xecohi-laietiarefelaedatoln<ciilnte} olxerelcelnlahwdilioalist=ix-Xelx-Yale) ofolgal-iedrele)e)cellaliave avesUislale] of-tocolUks-Yo\d cole rere) ol ouc-\ielfolaWes-> aualelavellac) oMacolallitelieltetolmareifelarelKolare lak 
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REGGAE 


Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. “Skylarking,” 
w/ l&I Vibration, 10 p.m., free. 


TUESDAY 1/13 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie’s Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“High Fantasy," w/ DJ Viv, Myles Cooper, & guests, 
10 p.m., $2. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. “Tutu Tuesday,” w/ 
resident DJ Atish, Second Tuesday of every month, 
9 p.m., $10 ($2 in a tutu before 11 p.m.). 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Soundpieces,” 
10 p.m. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Switch,” w/ DJs 
Jenna Riot & Andre, 9 p.m., $3. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Shelter,” 
10 p.m., free. 
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ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Kelly McFarling, 
Avi Vinocur, Whiskerman, 9 p.m., $7. 

Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Song- 
writers in Residence: 11th Avenue Records, w/ 
Wesley Woo, Tommy P., and more, 7 p.m. continues 
through Jan. 27. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Seisiun, 
9 p.m. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco. Craig 
Ventresco & Meredith Axelrod, Second Tuesday of 
every month, 8:30 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


The Addition: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. The Hot 
Sardines, 8 p.m., $21-$23. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco. Terry 
Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Cafe Divine: 1600 Stockton, San Francisco. Chris 


Amberger, 7 p.m. 
Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, and Friends, 7:30 p.m., free. 
Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Lavay Smith & 
Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, 7 p.m. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco. ‘Tuesday 
Night Jump,” w/ Stompy Jones, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 
Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Emily Hayes, 7:30 

p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘Underground No- 
mads,” w/ rotating resident DJs Amar, Sep, and Dulce 
Vita, plus guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 9:30 p.m.). 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco. ““Echale 
Mas Salsa,” 9 p.m.., free. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco. “Tropicana 
Tuesdays,” w/ rotating DJs The Whooligan, EI 
Kool Kyle, Mr. Lucky, J-Boogie, Ras Rican, and 
Stepwise, 9 p.m. 


$8 MEZZANINE 


FRI JANUARY 16 - SPV 
COLD WAR KIDS 


WED JANUARY 8 - SPI 
KNIFE PARTY 


LC 


FRI JANUARY 30 - 9PIV 
SBS 


a 


SAT JANUARY 31- 9PIVi 


ALVIN RISK 


THU FEBRUARY 9 - 9PIVi 


K. MICHELLE 
y 


020) POOLSIDE D) SET 

00 PRINCESS pus pureue naw 
1) BREAKBOT 

)/>> RINDNESS 

3.55 QUANTIC, BLOCKHEAD 
>> ULLYWOOD & THE PRICK 


MEZZANINESE.COM 1 415.625.8880) ZI+ 
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REGGAE 


Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. “Bless Up,” w/ 
Jah Warrior Shelter Hi-Fi, 10 p.m., $5. 


SOUL 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “Slow 
Jams," w/ DJ Primo & friends, 9:30 p.m., free. 


WEDNESDAY 1/14 


ROCK 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
The Soft White Sixties, Bonnie & The Bang Bang, 
Taxes, 9 p.m., $10-$14. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “Commune,” 
w/ Maus Haus, White Cloud, Mall Walk, Matt & Paul 
Magic, Popgang DJs, 9 p.m.., free. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Innings, 
Vibrating Antennas, Jerks, 8:30 p.m., $6. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Provos, 
Asthma, TSA, 9:30 p.m., $5-$10. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. Chain 
& The Gang, Flesh World, Skate Laws, 7 p.m., $8. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “‘BroMance: A 
Night Out for the Fellas," 9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. ‘’Sticky Wednes- 
days,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 8 p.m., free. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Bondage-A- 
Go-Go,” w/ DJ Damon, Tomas Diablo, guests, 9:30 
p.m., $7-$10. 

City Nights: 715 Harrison, San Francisco. “Electro Pop 
Rocks,” 18+ dance party, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘‘Housepitality,"” w/ 
Baby G, Aaron Clark, more, 9 p.m., $5-$10. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Rustie, 9 p.m., $20. 


Boozeland 


COCKTAILS ~ BEER 
PATIO — POOL 
SHUFFLE BOARD 
CZ 3 


OPEN NOON © 2 AM 


7 DAYS A WEEK 
CAO 


510 LARKIN 


between turk & eddy 
the tenderloin 


CAS 
UPSTAIRS BAR 


AVAILABLE FOR 
PRIVATE PARTIES 





Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “What?,” 7 
p.m., free. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. ‘Booty Call,” w/ 
Juanita More & guests, 9 p.m., $3. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Friends 
with Benefits,” w/ resident DJ Marky Ray, 10 p.m., 
free. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Mixtape 
Wednesdays,” 10 p.m., $5. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco. “Wu-Tang 
Wednesdays,” w/ DJ Kevvy Kev, 9 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Horseshoe 
Hill, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Cave Clove, The 
Parmesans, Emily Jane White, 8 p.m., $5. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Gaucho, Eric 
Garland’s Jazz Session, The Amnesiacs, 7 p.m., 
free; free. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco. Terry 
Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. The Cosmo Alley- 
cats featuring Ms. Emily Wade Adams, 7 p.m., free. 

Level Ill: 500 Post, San Francisco. Sony Holland, 
Wednesdays-Fridays, 5-8 p.m., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. lan 
Faquini, 6 p.m., free. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco. Ricardo Scales, Wednesdays, 6:30-11:30 
p.m., $5. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. “Bao- 
bab!,"”" timba dance party with DJ WaltDigz, 10 
p.m., $5. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. Dona 
Francisca, 9 p.m.., free. 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco. ‘‘Bach- 
atalicious,” 7 p.m., $5-$10. 


COUNTRY 


Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. Randy Rogers 
Band, 8 p.m., S17. 


Fisherman's Wharf San Francisco, CA 


2) 
FOLD VST 
(, on J) 
Lov" 
Thursday, January 8th | 8:30PM- 12:30AM 


JAMESSMIGCHAEL DAY, 
Friday, January 9th | 8:30PM- 12:30AM 


KYMBERLYSIJACKSON 


Saturday, January 10th | 8:30PM- 12:30AM 


BOBBIESWEBB 


Sunday, January 11th | 8:00PM- 12:00AM 


SUNDAYSJAZZSNIGHHT; 


FEATSPRESTONSTURNERTGIJAMESIMICHAELIDAY, 


WS nile COFFEE 


Sam 





MARGARITAS = 
CHAMPAGNE 


LIVE MUSIC NIGHTLY 


VS dette | Ge Presi CA IDC 
Tel (415) S27- 3006 | www old i beet Poe 





SFWEEKLY.COM 


OPEN TIL 4AMIN 2015 | 
wy RES |AURAN |, OPEN. LATE 


A ad ’ 
th ia 


650 HOWARD STREET = 415.536.0300 = WWW.GOLDCLUBSF.COM = @GOLDCLUBSF #60LDCLUBSF 
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REAL PEOPLE 
REAL DESIRE 
REAL FUN 


CHATLINE™ 
ia’Acolma d+ - 


415.765.1796 Wire 
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HEALTH & WELLNESS EMPLOYMENT SERVICES 


PROGRAMMING NOTES 


By Dan Savage 


I have been wearing bras and panties with stockings 
for so long now, it’s become a part of me, and I was 
wondering if you have heard of this before. 

Sent From Samsung Mobile 


People wearing bras and panties and stockings — 
that is something I’ve heard of before. 

A quick programming note: Some weeks, half 
the questions I get are longer than the column 
itself. 1 can jam 1,250 words into this space, pro- 
vided I avoid using longer words when shorter 
ones are available — e.g., “gay” has one syllable, 
“homosexual” has five; “asshole” has two sylla- 
bles, “former Arkansas governor Mike Huckabee” 
has 12. Suffice it to say, very long letters rarely 
make it in. So while I usually appreciate letter 
writers who get to the point — the more succinct 
the question, the better the chances it will make 
it into the column — it’s possible to be too brief. 

Such is the case with your letter, SFSM, which 
is reproduced here in its entirety. I know what 
kind of phone you have, but it would be more 
helpful to know if you are male or female or 
SOPATGS.* I’m guessing you're a dude, otherwise 
you probably wouldn't feel conflicted about wear- 
ing bras, panties, and stockings. So despite what 
I’ve learned lurking on Tumblr — never make 
assumptions about other people’s gender identi- 
ties, we are never going to run out of porn — I’m 
going to run with the “dude” assumption. 

Anyway, SFSM, men who wear bras, panties, 
and stockings — I have heard of that before, yes. 
Bras, panties, and stockings are things that some 
men enjoy. But I once got pulled aside at a party 
by a butch dyke who confided in me that she 
likes to wear lacy/girly bras and panties under 
her Carhartt pants and flannel shirts. She too 
wanted to know if I had ever heard of someone 
like her before — a woman who essentially cross- 
dressed by wearing women’s underwear — and 
[had to tell her that I hadn’t. But that butch 
dyke enjoys wearing bras, panties, and stockings 
for the exact same reason you and many other 
straight guys do: the frisson of transgression, the 
thrill of having a sexy secret, the reveal to a new 
partner. She didn’t seem particularly conflicted 
about her non-butch-dyke-normative tastes — 
heck, she seemed rather pleased with herself. 
You should consider her a role model, SFSM, and 
follow her example. 


I'ma (mostly) straight male and I’ve been dating the 
same woman for more than a year. It’s easily the best 
relationship I've been in. We get along great and rarely 
fight, and the sex has been great. But there were a few 
incidents recently when in the heat of the moment she 
asked me to tell her what I wanted to do and I froze. I 
didn’t know what she expected me to say or do. These 
incidents ended in an argument. She views this as a 
sign that I’m not attracted to her or I don’t havea 
strong libido. Both are untrue. I don’t have strong pref- 
erences about sexual activities. I just enjoy it. Whether 
it’s going down on her, having her go down on me, do- 
ing a bit of role-play, intercourse in pretty much any 
position — whatever we're doing, I’m enjoying myself. 
If there is something specific she wants, all she needs 
to dois ask. But when she asks me to take control in 
the bedroom or to describe my fantasies to her, I either 
stare blankly at her or choose something at random, 
achingly unsure of whether or not I made the right 
choice. This has always been the way my brain works. 
When I masturbate, I just think about having sex, not 
about anything specific. When I look at porn, Iam far 


more interested in how attracted I am to the woman 
involved than I am in what is going on. If you could 
give me some ideas for how I can make myself less bor- 
ing in the sack, I would love to hear it. 

Mister Milquetoast Missionary 


You know that thing you sometimes do when your 
girlfriend asks in the heat of the moment what you 
wanna do? I don’t mean stare at her blankly — 
that’s the wrong thing to do — I mean choosing 
something at random. Do that thing every time. 
Randomly pick something from your established 
repertoire and tell her you wanna do that thing 
right now. Then do it, MMM, provided she indi- 
cates that she wants to do it too. If she indicates 
her desire to do it verbally, then you can get right 
down to it, i.e., you can be a bit aggressive. If her 
signal is physical or nonverbal, then you should 
ease into that random selection much more gradu- 
ally, so she can redirect and/or ask you to choose 
again if that particular random selection doesn’t 
work for her. 


I'ma mid-40s gay man ina LTR with aman I love very 
much. The problem is that, due to ongoing GI prob- 
lems, I’m unable to bottom. At heart, I’m a total bot- 
tom, and the handful of times when I've been 
physically capable of bottoming (before my illness be- 
came so severe), I’ve loved it way more than any other 
sexual act. My husband is 50/50 versatile, and we 
have an open relationship, so he gets what he wants 
from me and from others. But sometimes it’s frustrat- 
ing for me to see him bottoming for another guy when 
I’m unable to. When a hot guy wants to fuck me, I have 
to decline every time. Ijust tell our fuck buds that I'm a 
total top, because it makes things easier. I’m glad that 
my husband is having great sex, but my health prob- 
lems leave me sexually unfulfilled. I'm receiving treat- 
ment, but I’m still not ever “clean” enough to bottom 
confidently. I’m not sure that I ever will be. Any advice 
for me? 


Sadly Unfilled Bottom 


Two practical tips: first, female condoms. I realize 
you re a dude, and I realize that female condoms 
are more expensive than male condoms, but 
they’re a terrific option for buttfuckees worried 
about cleanliness. For readers who may be unfa- 
miliar with female condoms: They’re a bit larger 
than regular condoms and they get tucked inside 
the orifice that’s about to be fucked — vagina or 
butt — and remain in place during sex. A bare dick 
goes into a female condom clean and comes out 
“clean.” (Technically, that bare dick comes out cov- 
ered in lube and semen — but that’s the mess peo- 
ple are after, not the mess people worry about. For 
added safety, the top can wear a male condom.) 
The female condom is removed after sex, SUB, 
which you can do alone in the bathroom — that 
way, if there is a mess, your loving partner/special 
guest star will never know. 

Second option: frottage. It’s not bottoming 
— no penetration — but it’s a worthy and plea- 
surable substitute. Your loving partner/special 
guest star puts his lubed-up dick between your 
thighs, right at the top, you close your legs, 
and he plows away. If you’re on your stomach 
or doing it doggy style, SUB, you can put your 
lubed-up hands between your legs and cup your 
partner’s cock while he thrusts back and forth. 
You're not being penetrated, but your taint, the 
outside of your hole, and your sack are all get- 
ting stimulated. Frottage is also a good first step 
for people who want to experiment with anal 
play but aren’t ready for penetration. 


* Some other point along the gender spectrum. 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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PAMPERED OASIS 
Surrender to bliss, simply receive & be 
nurtured. Sweet Accommodating Busty 
Curvy Playmate. | Enjoy Catering To 
Mature Gentlemen. All My Sessions Are 
Tailored To Fit Your Needs Private Oakland 
Incall. Close To Lake Merritt! Call To Book 
The Experience You'll Cherish, 
Angela (510) 677-2388 





CLASSY SENSUAL ASIAN SWEETHEART 
READY TO SPOIL YOU! 
Independent professional massage 
therapist ready to give the Elite Deserving 
Gentlemen a relaxing sensual pampering. 
Private Oakland Incall close to Lake Merritt. 
Call Halle at 707-701-1807 





SWEET & PETITE 
For a Great Massage, 
Call Ally at 650-630-3815 





EXCELLENT MASSAGE 
| like to have fun, relax, and enjoy myself. 
Maybe you would too? Available days & 
evenings. 12 Noon-12 Midnight. Incall/ 
Outcall CALL: 415-435-7526 


415%621-7406 
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DIRECTOR OF PEOPLE OPERATIONS. 
SF, CA. BS/BA in Biz Mgmt. or ritd (3- or 
4-yr degree acceptable)+ 5 yrs exp in job 
offered or rtd. Oversee HR Ops. Apply: 
Sharethrough, Inc., 
jobapplication@sharethrough.com 


EXCELLENT MASSAGE 
| like to have fun, relax, and enjoy myself. 
Maybe you would too? Available days & 
evenings. 12 Noon-12 Midnight. 
Incall/Outcall 
CALL: 415-435-7526 


HOUSE CLEANERS 
Great opportunity for exp. indepedents! 
Determine your own hours and sched- 
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EXCELLENT MASSAGE 

I like to have fun, relax, and enjoy myself, Maybe you would too? 
Available days & evening 
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